1 Corinthians 2:15



- is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE showing a mild contrast and meaning “but.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “the spiritual man.”
- is the third person singular present active indicative of the verb ANAKRINW, meaning “to examine, question, investigate, or discern.”

The customary present tense indicates that the spiritual man is reasonably expected to examine, investigate, and discern Scripture.


The active voice indicates that the spiritual man produces the action.


The declarative indicative mood is used to indicate a simple statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, meaning “the all things.”  This has been previously defined in verse 10 “all things of the Spirit.”  The article now points to those same “all things.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “himself.”
- is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, showing a mild contrast and meaning “yet.”
- is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular noun OUDEIS, meaning “by no one.”
 - is the third person singular present passive indicative of the verb ANAKRINW, meaning “to question, examine, or discern.”  In the passive voice it means “to be examined, questioned, or discerned.”

The aoristic present tense expresses the idea of a present fact without reference to progress; punctiliar action in present time.  It sets forth an event as now occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the spiritual man receives the action of the verb; he is not examined or discerned by any one.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

1 Cor 2:15 corrected translation
“But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.”
Explanation:
1.  In verse 14 we learned that the PSUCHIKOS man, or soulish man, is not able to understand the things of the Spirit of God because they are examined spiritually.

2.  In verse 15 we have the contrast.  The PNEUMATIKOS man, or spiritual man, both examines and discerns all things of the Spirit of God.


a.  The human spirit of the spiritual man examines what is taught by God the Holy Spirit and gives him discernment.


b.  Once the doctrine is understood, the human soul of the spiritual man combines, compares, and contrasts the spiritual information with other doctrines already stored in his soul.  Thus he can determine if the information is correct or not.

3.  So there are two functions of positive volition to doctrine by the believer.


a.  Examination - the believer must be willing to come and listen to the teaching of the Word of God.  In so doing he is examining the Scripture.


b.  Discernment - the believer must be willing to concentrate during the teaching of doctrine to understand what is being taught.  By concentration he gains discernment.

4.  There is a two-fold result of spiritual growth of the believer.


a.  The believer is examined by no other believer as to whether or not he understands doctrine.  This is the principle of the privacy of the priesthood.  You have no right to question anyone else regarding what doctrine they do or do not understand; to their own Lord they stand or fall.


b.  The believer is discerned by no unbeliever outside of the church.  No unbeliever can ever understand what motivates the believer filled with doctrine and living his spiritual life as unto the Lord.

5.  So while the spiritual man examines the Scripture, no one in the congregation examines him.  And while the spiritual man understands the Scripture, no unbeliever understands him.

6.  And since no believer has the right to judge you, and no unbeliever will ever understand you, you have no need to justify yourself before others.

7.  Therefore, none of the various factions in the Corinthian church have the right to examine the spiritual life of other believers and pass judgment on anyone else in the church.
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