1 Corinthians 16:9




 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun THURA, meaning “a door.”  This is used metaphorically or figuratively, not literally, and means “opportunity.”  Then we have the dative of advantage from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for my benefit.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the fact that the past action has resulted in a present state.  This door opened for Paul in Ephesus autumn of 54 AD and will continue to remain open until the summer of 57 A.D.  Paul is writing about 2-2½ (two to two and one half) years into his ministry in Ephesus.  Therefore, he uses the perfect tense to show that this door had already opened for him in the past.


The active voice indicates that this opportunity to establish a church at Ephesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective MEGAS, meaning “large, great, wide” with the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” with the adjective ENERGĒS, which means “effective, active, or powerful.”

“For a large and effective door was opened for me,”

 - is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet” with the predicate nominative masculine plural present deponent middle participle from the verb ANTIKEIMAI, which means “be opposed, in opposition TINI to someone Gal 5:17; 1 Tim 1:10.   the opponent, enemy.”
  With this we have the adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  The predicate nominative participle with an adjective indicates that there is an implied present active indicative from EIMI, meaning “[there are].”  The participle is used as a substantive and should be translated “[there are] many opponents.”

“and yet [there are] many opponents.”
1 Cor 16:9 corrected translation
“For a large and effective door was opened for me, and yet [there are] many opponents.”
Explanation:
1.  “For a large and effective door was opened for me,”

a.  Paul explains by describing the mission field in Ephesus.


b.  The door is representative of the opportunity Paul has in Ephesus to present the gospel.


c.  The word ‘large’ describes the many unbelievers that turned to Christ in that city.


d.  The word ‘effective’ describes the tremendous positive volition of the believers in Ephesus after believing the gospel.


e.  This all worked together for the benefit of Paul.  He had much difficulty in many places to which he had gone, but Ephesus was not one of them; at least not yet.  The message of the gospel was accepted; there was no initial antagonism to the Christians; the new believers wanted the teaching of doctrine; the new believers wanted to form a church; the church wanted to support Paul in his ministry; there were men there that wanted to become pastors; and Paul was able to study, teach, and write Scripture.


f.  The result was that a pivot of mature believers was being formed in Ephesus.  Ephesus became the center of Christianity and the real hope for the Roman Empire as a client nation to God.


g.  Many of the early churches had problems and difficulties, but the Ephesians and Philippians were the two most stable churches in the Empire in the first century.

2.  “and yet [there are] many opponents.”

a.  Where God opens doors for teachers of the word of God, Satan counterattacks with his false teachers and those antagonistic to God.



(1)  Our opportunities are also our tests.  Our blessings are often our tests as well.


(2)  Satan is not going to permit God to do what He wants without opposition.



(3)  Satanic opposition followed Paul wherever he went.  Nothing is new under the sun and the same is still true today.



(4)  Satan will attempt to throw up great opposition to a local church both internally and externally that is doing the will of God.  This is especially true in foreign lands where missionaries work.



(5)  Opposition to the teaching of the word of God can be both open and vocal or hidden and quiet.  Conspirators against a pastor or a missionary or an evangelist come in all shapes and sizes, and usually when least expected.  Sometimes they are part of the inner circle of friends, just as Judas was to our Lord or as Demas was with Paul.


(6)  We should never be shocked that there are those who oppose us.  This is Satan’s world and we are not welcome here.  Opposition should be expected.  Don’t expect everyone to like you or think well of you.  Satan will motivate others to oppose you and there is nothing you can do about it.  And those opposed to you rarely know they are being used as Satan’s agents.

b.  See Acts 19:1 – 20:1 for the establishment of the Ephesian church, Paul’s ministry there and the eventual riot from those who opposed his ministry.
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