1 Corinthians 16:5




- is the emphatic use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Indeed, Really, In fact.”  Then we have the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “I will come.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will certainly take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but functions as an active voice—Paul will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“Indeed I will come to you,”

- is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular proper noun MAKEDONIA, which means “Macedonia.”  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to go through.”


The aorist tense is futuristic aorist, which involves the use of the aorist tense to describe an event, which has not yet in fact happened, but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with temporal clauses introduced by HOTAN to indicate the indefinite nature of the time in the future when the action will take place.

“when I go through Macedonia.”

 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun MAKEDONIA, meaning “Macedonia.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to go through.”


The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future (compare Jn 14:28, “I will go away and I will come to you” in which both verbs are in the present tense).


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—Paul will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For I will go through Macedonia,”
1 Cor 16:5 corrected translation
“Indeed I will come to you, when I go through Macedonia.  For I will go through Macedonia,”

Explanation:
1.  “Indeed I will come to you,”

a.  Notice a similar statement of Paul’s in 1 Cor 4:19, “But I will come quickly to you, if the Lord desires.”



(1)  Paul has every intention of going back to Corinth as soon as he can.



(2)  In Acts 19:1, we know that Paul was in Ephesus, while Apollos was teaching at Corinth, “It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples.”  Paul remained in Ephesus and taught for three years.



(3)  After about three years in Ephesus, Paul decided to go back to Macedonia and Greece, probably due to the report from Apollos of the problems in Corinth, which motivated this epistle, Acts 19:21, “Now after these things were finished, Paul purposed in the spirit to go to Jerusalem after he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, saying, ‘After I have been there, I must also see Rome.’”


(4)  After the revolt of the Jews against Paul in Ephesus, Paul departs for Macedonia and Greece, Acts 20:1-3, 6, “After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and when he had exhorted them and taken his leave of them, he left to go to Macedonia.  When he had gone through those districts and had given them much exhortation, he came to Greece.  And there he spent three months, and when a plot was formed against him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia.  …We sailed from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and came to them at Troas within five days; and there we stayed seven days.”



(5)  While still in Ephesus, Paul wrote the Corinthians of his plan, which eventually came to pass.




(a)  1 Cor 11:34, “If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not come together for judgment. The remaining matters I will arrange when I come.”




(b)  1 Cor 16:5-9, “But I will come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I am going through Macedonia; and perhaps I will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you may send me on my way wherever I may go; for I do not wish to see you now just in passing; for I hope to remain with you for some time, if the Lord permits.   But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.”



(3)  2 Cor 1:15-16, “In this confidence I intended at first to come to you, so that you might twice receive a blessing; that is, to pass your way into Macedonia, and again from Macedonia to come to you, and by you to be helped on my journey to Judea.”


b.  Based on Paul’s statement here that he will come quickly and the chronology of events in Acts, we can deduce that this letter was written after the first two years of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus and prior to the uprising by the Jews at the end of his ministry there.
2.  “when I go through Macedonia.”

a.  Paul will go north from Ephesus, cross the Dardanelles or the Bosporus from Turkey into Greece, then travel west through Philippi to Thessalonica, and then south to Corinth.


b.  Macedonia was north of Greece, and Paul’s intention was to go through there on his way to Corinth.  For once he was as far south on the Greek peninsula as Corinth, he was not going to backtrack north to Macedonia.  From Corinth Paul could go east back to Asia Minor or west to Rome.  So it made no sense to go back north to Macedonia. 

3.  “For I will go through Macedonia,”

a.  Paul explains that he is definitely going to go through Macedonia no matter what happens.


b.  What was so important about Macedonia?  This was where the Philippians, Thessalonians, and Bereans were located, and Paul definitely wanted to stop there and see them on his way to Corinth.
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