1 Corinthians 16:22




- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  This is followed by the negative adverb OU, meaning “absolutely not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHILEW, which means “to have a personal love for.”


The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the certain indefinite person mentioned in context produces the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which represents a fact, a reality.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”

“If anyone does not personally love the Lord,”

- is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: let them be; or they must be.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that this state or condition produces the action of perpetually existing.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun ANATHEMA, which means “something put under divine curse.”  Paul uses the term for the object of a curse.


1.  Calling Jesus accursed is a self-contradiction for Christians in 1 Cor 12:3.


2.  Handing over to God’s judicial wrath is the idea in 1 Cor 16:22 and Gal 1:8.


3.  Paul’s readiness for this on behalf of his people (Rom 9:3) is a supreme instance of his devotion to the gospel and his race.


4.  katathema, a rare word, is equivalent to anathema in Rev. 22:3: There will not be “anything accursed” in the New Jerusalem as there was in the first Paradise (Gen 3:17ff.).


5.  In Acts 23:14 the meaning is a vow or obligation whose breach brings under a curse.

The verbs anathematizo, katathematizo mean “to bring under a divine curse; to curse.”


6.  Those who plotted against Paul in Acts 23:12, 21 put themselves under a curse, or under God’s judgment, if they did not make every effort to fulfill their obligation.


7.  Peter in Mk 14:71 puts himself under a curse if he is lying, or puts the people under a curse if they say that he is a disciple.

“he must be put under a divine curse.”

 - is the use of two Aramaic words.


MARANA is the noun , which means “Lord” and the first person plural suffix , meaning “our.”


THA is either the perfect or imperfect of the verb , which means “to come.”  If it is the imperfect tense, then the sense is “Our Lord will come” or “Our Lord is in the process of coming.”  If it is the perfect tense, then the sense is “Our Lord has come.”


There is much debate between biblical scholars over the derivation and meaning of the Aramaic and how and why it is being used in this passage.



a.  Vine: “The Greek spelling for two Aramaic words, formerly supposed by some to be an imprecatory utterance or ‘a curse reinforced by a prayer’ is an idea contrary to the intimations conveyed by its use in early Christian documents, e.g., ‘The Teaching of the Apostles,’ a document of the beginning of the 2nd century, and in the ‘Apostolic Constitutions’, where it is used as follows: ‘Gather us all together into Thy Kingdom which Thou hast prepared. Maranatha, Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He that cometh etc.”  The first part, ending in ‘n,’ signifies ‘Lord;’ as to the second part, the “Fathers” regarded it as a past tense, “has come.”  Modern expositors take it as equivalent to a present, “cometh,” or future, “will come.” Certain Aramaic scholars regard the last part as consisting of ‘tha,’ and regard the phrase as an ejaculation, ‘Our Lord, come,’ or ‘O Lord, come’.  The character of the context, however, indicates that the Apostle is making a statement rather than expressing a desire or uttering a prayer.”



b.  The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament.




“1.  MARANATHA occurs in the NT only in 1 Cor 16:22 in Paul’s greeting.  It also appears at the end of the eucharistic prayers.  It is more common in later ecclesiastical use, often to give added weight to ANATHEMA



2.  The term is undoubtedly Aramaic but the exact meaning is debatable.  Linguistic research suggests three equally possible meanings:




 a. “Lord, come,” as a prayer for Christ’s return;




 b. “Our Lord has come,” as a confession of his coming in humility [this requires MARAN ATHA instead of MARANA THA, [which is not what we have in the text and therefore it rejected as mostly likely incorrect by most scholars], and




 c. “Our Lord is come,” i.e., is present in worship.




3.  Paul uses the Aramaic term most probably because it has already become a recognized formula in the first Palestinian community.




4.  In Did 10:6, where MARANATHA does not come directly in the eucharistic prayer, it seems to carry the sense “Our Lord is present” as a warning against participation by the unholy.  The context of 1 Cor 16:22 supports this understanding.  Yet Rev 22:20 strongly suggests that “Lord, come” is the real point, for ERCHOU KURIE IĒSOU seems to be a translation of MARANATHA.”



c.  The similar statement in Rev 22:20, “Come Lord Jesus” is probably the Greek interpretation of this Aramaic phrase.  Thus it should be viewed as a declarative statement that the Lord is coming back immediately at the Rapture of the church to judge all believers as to whether or not they do love Him by obedience to His gospel, message, and teaching.  This is not directed to unbelievers, but to the believers in the Corinthian church who rejected Paul’s authority and teaching.  He is giving them one last warning that the Lord is coming back for the Church and they will be evaluated by Him at His Judgment Seat.

1 Cor 16:22 corrected translation
“If anyone does not personally love the Lord, he must be put under a divine curse.  Our Lord is coming.”

Explanation:

1.  “If anyone does not personally love the Lord [and some believers don’t],”

a.  This is a first class conditional clause, which means that this is a true statement.  There are some believers who do not personally love the Lord.


b.  Loving the Lord means having doctrine in the soul and making decisions and acting on the values of that doctrine in obedience to the will of the Lord.  Jn 14:21-24, “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.  Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, ‘Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?’  Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will obey My teaching; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.  He who does not love Me does not obey My teachings; and this teaching which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”


c.  James taught this same concept regarding believers who hear the word of God taught, but do nothing about it.  They hear it and understand it, but then turn around and ignore it completely.  They are hearers, but not doers of the word of God.  Jam 1:22-25, “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.”


d.  There will always be believers who are positive to the teaching of the word of God and those who can’t stand it, don’t want to hear it, or if they do listen continue to do what they want to do and ignore the teaching of Scripture.  This was true in Corinth just as it is true in the lives of many believers today.


e.  Therefore, since there are believers in Corinth, who are negative to the teaching of the word of God, Paul must give them one last warning from the justice and love of God.

2.  “he must be put under a divine curse.”

a.  Compare Gal 1:8-9, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim a message contrary to the message which we proclaimed to you, let him be under a divine curse.  As we have said previously, so now again I repeat, if anyone proclaims a message to you contrary to that which you have accepted, let him be under a divine curse.”


b.  This is addressed to believers, not to unbelievers.


c.  The curse under which a believer is put was described by Paul in this epistle in chapter 11:28-32, “But a person must examine himself, and then in this manner he must eat from the bread, and then he must drink from the cup.  The one who eats and drinks, eats and drinks condemnation to himself, if he does not pass judgment on his body.  For this reason among you many are weak and sick and a large number sleep.  But if we had been judging ourselves, we would not have been judged.  However, when we are being judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, in order that we might not be condemned with the world.”


d.  The divine curse is warning, intensive, and dying discipline from the Lord for failure to love Him by being obedient to the teaching of His word, that is, the teaching of this epistle which Paul is sending to Corinth.


e.  Paul knew that some hard headed believers in Corinth would continue to reject the teaching of God the Holy Spirit in this epistle he was writing.  Therefore, he serves them notice ahead of time that they will come under divine discipline and be punished by the Lord for their negative volition.

3.  “The Lord is coming.”

a.  This is the final warning to these negative believers that the Lord is coming back for the Church at His appearance (parousia), that is, the Rapture of the Church.


b.  The implication is that these believers will be evaluated at the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Throne (BĒMA) of Christ.


c.  All Church Age believers will be evaluated in heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ during the seven years of the Tribulation on earth.  This evaluation is based on whether or not we loved the Lord Jesus Christ and therefore God the Father by obeying their teachings.  As we have seen above from the passage in John 14, our love of the Lord is based on having the word of God in our souls and acting upon that doctrine in our daily life.


d.  Those who continue to reject Paul’s teaching will have to deal with the Lord when he comes, which is much more serious than having to deal with Paul when he comes.
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