1 Corinthians 16:21




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun and translated “this” plus the noun ASPASMOS, meaning “greeting” and referring to a formal greeting whether verbally or in writing.  Here it is in writing.  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”

- is the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular article, first person singular adjective EMOS, meaning “with my” and noun CHEIR, meaning “hand.”

 - is the ablative of source from the masculine singular proper noun PAULOS, meaning “From Paul.”

1 Cor 16:21 corrected translation
“This greeting [is] with my hand, ‘From Paul’.”

Explanation:
1.  Paul does the same thing in all his epistles, but mentions it specifically in:


a.  Col 4:18, “This greeting from Paul is with my own hand.  Remember my chains.  Grace be with you all.”


b.  2 Thes 3:17, “This greeting is in my hand, `Paul,’ which is the distinguishing mark in every letter: I write in this manner.”

2.  “Jesus’ Rules of Greeting.  Greetings were important for the Jews (cf. Mk 12:18).  Once (Mk 9:15) the crowd greets Jesus himself.  (More often we read of the more respectful PROSKUNEIN.)  There is also a mock greeting at the trial (Mk 15:18-19).  Gentiles, too, greet their brethren as a sign of fellowship (Mt 5:47).  Jesus, however, requires his disciples to greet enemies as well as brethren.  That he takes greeting very seriously is shown by his command to the disciples, when he sends them out, that they should greet a strange house on entering it, and that the peace of the greeting will either rest on the house or return to them (Mt 10:12-13).  The greeting of the apostles is thus endued with authority.  On the other hand, the disciples must not let their time be wasted by casual greetings on the way (Lk 10:4).”

3.  “The ‘greeting’ in the Epistles.  ASPAZETHAI is the most common form of greeting in letters (47 times).  It occurs in all the epistles except Galatians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, James, 2 Peter, Jude, and 1 John.  Paul seems to have regarded the greeting as very important as an expression of affection.  In the imperative the writer may:


a.  ask his readers to present greetings from a distance (Rom 16:3ff.),


b.  greet all the members of the church (Phil 4:21),


c.  tell the members to greet one another (1 Cor 10:20; 1 Thes 5:26, which implies that the greeting would include embracing), or


d.  pass on a greeting to friends (2 Tim 4:19).


e.  In the indicative:



(1) absent individual Christians deliver greetings (1 Cor 16:19; Rom 16:21ff.: the scribe),



(2)  groups in the church send greetings where there is a special relation (Phil 4:22; Heb. 13:24),



(3)  the whole church sends greetings, having no doubt asked the apostle to do this (2 Cor 13:12; Phil 4:22),



(4)  a general ecumenical greeting is sent (1 Cor 16:19; Rom 16:16), and



(5)  a special greeting is sent in the apostle’s own hand (2 Thes 3:17; 1 Cor 16:21; Col 4:18), this being both personal and a mark of authenticity (2 Thes 3:17), but surprisingly not occurring in all of Paul’s letters (though without the aspasmos formula it is perhaps to be found in Gal 6:11ff.; Rom 16:17ff.).”

4.  A problem existed immediately when the New Testament began to be written.


a.  Satan counterattacked the word of God with a lot of forgeries.  Many people wrote letters in the ancient world saying that they were in fact other people.  This seemed to be especially true with regard to religious material.  This caused great confusion among believers as to what was really a letter from an apostle and what was not.


b.  There was also the problem of the Judaizers, who went around telling everyone that Paul taught such and such but he really meant thus and so.  This created more confusion.  Satan was doing everything he could to keep people from knowing accurately what was the mystery doctrine of the Church Age in written form.


c.  Therefore, Paul came up with a simple system to solve the problem of forgeries.  He would sign each of his letters, not with just his signature, but with a sentence in his own handwriting, which could not be duplicated.  Here He indicates to us that this is exactly what he was doing.


d.  This also gives tremendous weight to the fact that this letter is truly a part of the New Testament canon.


e.  What is the doctrinal point of this verse?



(1)  There will always be those who try to confuse the issue of the gospel.



(2)  There will always be those who try to confuse the issue of the accuracy of the word of God.



(3)  There will always be an accurate canon of Scripture.



(4)  There will always be those who can accurately determine the canon of Scripture.



(5)  There will always be those who accurately communicate the canon of Scripture.



(6)  Satan cannot stop the teaching of doctrine; he can only try to confuse the issue.



(7)  God’s will is communicated through God’s word.  Satan will do everything he can to stop you from understanding God’s will for your life.



(8)  The influence of the Holy Spirit and the word of God in your thoughts at all times is the central issue of your spiritual life.  Satan does everything he can to prevent both.  He prevents your spirituality through motivating personal sin.  He prevents your spiritual growth through the communication of false doctrine.



(9)  You are what you think.  You must think the contents of the canon of Scripture in order to accomplish the will of God.  You must accomplish the will of God in order to love God personally and execute His will.
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