1 Corinthians 16:19




- is the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet” someone.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the churches in Asia (such as Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colossae) produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Corinthians.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the churches.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and proper noun ASIA, which refers to the Roman province of Asia, which is the western coast of Turkey, “of Asia.”
“The churches of Asia greet you.”

- is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet” someone.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present face without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the two believers mentioned here produce the action.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Corinthians.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”  Then we have the adjective POLUS, which in the accusative “is used as an adverb, meaning greatly, earnestly, strictly, loudly, often, etc.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper names AKULAS, and PRISKA, which are connected by the simple connective KAI, meaning “Akulas and Priska.”  How we got Aquila out of Akulas is anybody’s guess.

“Akulas and Priska earnestly greet you in the Lord”

 - is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “together with the church.”  With this we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun OIKOS, meaning “in home” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “their.”

“together with the church in their home.”
1 Cor 16:19 corrected translation
“The churches of Asia greet you.  Akulas and Priska together with the church in their home earnestly greet you in the Lord.”

Explanation:
1.  “The churches of Asia greet you.”

a.  There were probably about a dozen churches in the Roman province of Asia.  We know of nine churches mentioned in the New Testament from that area: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, Hierapolis, Colossae, and there were probably churches at Troas and Miletus as well.


b.  Obviously Paul was in close communication with all the churches in the area, and all of them were probably aware of the arrival of the three deacons from Corinth.  News traveled very fast in the ancient world, just as it does today.  The Roman postal system was able to get a letter from one end of the Empire to the other end of the Empire in a few weeks.

c.  Therefore, many of the churches sent word to Paul to say hello for them to the representatives from Corinth, and this greeting would naturally extend to the church of Corinth itself.

2.  “Akulas and Priska earnestly greet you in the Lord”

a.  A similar greeting is given in Rom 16:22, “I Tertius, who write this epistle, salute you in the Lord.”  This tells us that this form of greeting was a common method of composition used in letters of the time.

b.  The story of Aquila and his wife Prisca (or the diminutive Priscilla) is found in:



(1)  Acts 18:1-8, “After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth.  And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.  He came to them, and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working, for by trade they were tent-makers.  And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be on your own heads!  I am clean.  From now on I will go to the Gentiles.’  Then he left there [the house of Aquila and Prisca] and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the synagogue.  Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized.”  Aquila and Prisca had not done anything wrong and Paul was not angry with them.  He was simply performing a symbolic act that the Jews would clearly understand as God’s rejection of Israel for their hardness of heart.



(2)  Acts 18:18-19, “Paul, having remained many days longer, took leave of the brethren and put out to sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila.  In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow.  They came to Ephesus, and he left them there.  Now he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.”  Paul had enough confidence in them that he left them to help with the church of Ephesus, while he continued on.



(3)   Acts 18:24-26, “Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures.  This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”  Notice that God knew what He was doing when He had Paul leave these two Jews, who were best suited to help Apollos, at Ephesus.  Also notice how the foundation of the Corinthian church centers on Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos, and Paul, and these are the people sending their greetings to the Corinthians.  This was Paul’s way of telling the Corinthians that all of the people involved in starting their church still cared about what was happening there.



(4)  Rom 16:3-5, “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workers in Christ Jesus, who have risked their necks for my life, to whom I not only give thanks but also all the churches of the Gentiles.  Also pay my respects to the church in their home.”  Eventually this couple was able to return to Rome and gather together enough believers to start a church.  Notice that Aquila and Priscilla had a hand in the formation and development of the churches at Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome.



(5)  2 Tim 4:19, “Greet Prisca and Aquila, also the family of Onesiphorus.”  This was one of the last things Paul wrote before his death, and this couple is especially remembered by him.  Verse 12 tells us that Paul was sending Tychicus to relieve Timothy in Ephesus (we know this from the next verse, which tells us that Timothy had to stop at Troas to pick up Paul’s winter coat).  Since Paul was sending greeting from Rome to Ephesus, we see that Priscilla and Aquila are again back at Ephesus, helping Timothy with that church.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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