1 Corinthians 16:15



- is the transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “appeal to, urge, exhort; to comfort, to encourage; to call to one’s side for help, to summon.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the mind of Paul.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  This is followed by the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren.”

“Now I urge you, brethren,” 

- is the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which is used here with the accusative of persons and means “to know someone, know about someone.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes an event that has taken place in the past with results that continue up to the present time.  The Corinthians knowledge about the household of Stephanas began when Paul first came to teach the Corinthians and has continued since then.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians produce the action of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA, which means “household, family.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun STEPHANAS, which means “the household of Stephanas.”  Because this clause does not contain the object about which Paul was about to urge the Corinthians, it is a parenthetical thought, which Paul uses to clarify what he is about to say before he says it.  This is common to English thought.  Parenthesis is used when a word of sentence is inserted which is necessary to explain the context.  The context is grammatically complete without the parenthesis, but it is not as clear in its meaning and sense without the parenthesis.  If we read the beginning of verse 15 and verse 16 together, then we get the complete sentence without the parenthesis, which makes no sense without the parenthesis, “Now I urge you, brethren, that you also be in subjection to such men and to everyone who helps in the work and labors.”  The parenthesis tells us that Paul has in mind the household of Stephanas as his example, more so than Apollos and Timothy, whom he previously mentioned.  But certainly they are to be included as well.

“(you know about the household of Stephanas,”

- is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and explaining the content of what the Corinthians know about the household of Stephanas.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”


The present tense is a static present for a state that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the household of Stephanas produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine single noun APARCHĒ, which means “first-fruits and is used figuratively of the first Christians in a province, e.g. of Asia, Rom 16:5, ‘Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first convert to Christ from Asia.’”

“that it is the first-fruits of Achaia”

 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun DIAKONIA, which means “for the purpose of the service, office, ministry.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this service or ministry.  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun HAGIOS, which means “to the saints.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb TASSW, which means “to place or station a person or thing in a fixed spot: thus to appoint to or establish in an office as in Rom 13:1, ‘(the authorities) who are now in power are instituted by God.’  [This meaning does not apply here, since God appoints us; we do not appoint ourselves.]  The verb is also used with a preposition, meaning to put someone over or in charge of someone or something.’  [This meaning also does not apply here, since we do not put ourselves in charge of others; God does this.]   But the construction   means to devote oneself to a service (Plato uses this construction in his book The Republic).”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which the action of Stephanas and his household into a whole, but emphasizes the results of that action.


The active voice indicates that the household of Stephanas has produced this action and continues to do so.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “themselves.”

“and they have devoted themselves for the purpose of service to the saints),”
1 Cor 16:15 corrected translation
“Now I urge you, brethren, (you know about the household of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia and they have devoted themselves for the purpose of service to the saints),”

Explanation:
1.  “Now I urge you, brethren,”

a.  Paul begins a new thought in which he starts to urge the Corinthians to do something.


b.  But Paul stops his thought in midstream, because he realizes that what he is about to say will not make as much of an impact as he would like.


c.  So he inserts a parenthetical thought, which will embellish what he is about to say and make it more meaningful to the Corinthians.


d.  Paul wants to urge the Corinthians to accept the authority of Timothy and Apollos as pastors and communicators of the word of God.  But since they have already made life intolerable for Apollos and do not really know Timothy, what Paul is going to urge will not have its intended affect.


e.  So Paul remembers someone to whom they can relate; someone well respected among them; someone they know well and look up to—Stephanas and his family.


f.  Therefore, Paul adds a quick note about Stephanas and his family because he and his family have been a great help to Paul in the evangelization and formation of church in Corinth.


g.  Timothy and Apollos are worthy of the same respect and obedience as would be due to one of their founding members of the church of Corinth.

2.  “(you know about the household of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia”

a.  Stephanas was a member of the church at Corinth who, with his household, was baptized by Paul himself 1 Cor 1:16


b.  He and his family were the first persons in the Roman province of Achaia (southern Greece) to believe in Christ.


c.  According to verse 17 he was with Fortunatus and Achaicus in Paul’s company at Ephesus.  Apparently these three men were dispatched by the church of Corinth to Paul with a letter containing a series of questions, which Paul has answered in this letter he is writing back to them.


d.  So in the next verse, when Paul writes, “be in subjection to such men,” he is referring to both the communicators of doctrine (Timothy and Apollos) and the deacons of the church (Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus).


e.  Stephanas was very well known to the church of Corinth, since he and his family were the first members of the church and the church probably began in his home.


f.  Therefore, all the people in Corinth who believed in Christ came to the home of Stephanas to go to church.

3.  “and they have devoted themselves for the purpose of service to the saints),”

a.  Stephanas and his family were completely devoted to the establishment and continuation of a local church in Corinth.  Therefore, they opened their home to others for this purpose.


b.  The service to other believers not only included the use of their home for a church, but it also included the use of their own spiritual gifts in helping other believers.


c.  Devotion to others is a sign of humility, respect of others, and most of all love for others.


d.  This was the attitude that Paul wished to see from the Corinthians, and he especially wanted to see this attitude directed toward Timothy, Apollos, and the other leaders of the church.


e.  Obedience to authority is part of our devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  Satan rejects all authority but his own.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the epitome of submission to authority.


g.  So Paul points to Stephanas and his family as living examples for the Corinthians of those who are devoted to the service of the Lord, and that devotion meant submission to those in authority over them.  Apollos never had a problem with Stephanas accepting his authority, neither will Timothy.  Paul uses this example to make his point to the Corinthians.
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