1 Corinthians 16:14




- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “all things, everything.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of reference from second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with reference to you, about you, or concerning you.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, which means “in the sphere of integrity-love.”

“Everything concerning you in integrity-love”

 - is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “be done, take place, be fulfilled, or performed.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed by Paul but not yet taking place.  This can also be a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—the Corinthians are to produce the action.


The imperative command is a command.

“must be done”
1 Cor 16:14 corrected translation
“Everything concerning you must be done in integrity-love.”

Explanation:
1.  Related Scripture.


a.  Eph 3:17, “so that Christ may be at home by means of doctrine in your hearts, having been rooted and established in unconditional love,”

b.  Eph 4:2, “with all humility and the calm, courteous, and considerate poise of royalty, with patient endurance tolerating one another by means of unconditional love,”

c.  Eph 4:16, “because of Whom, the entire body, being joined together and being instructed by every supporting joint [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power—in measure one [joint] for the benefit of each part, is caused to produce for itself the growth of the body resulting in the building up of one another by means of unconditional love.”

d.  Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ,”

e.  1 Thes 3:12, “Moreover, may the Lord cause you to begin to increase and to abound in the sphere of virtue-love toward one another and toward everyone just as also we [increase and abound in the sphere of virtue-love] toward you,”


f.  1 Thes 5:13, “and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.  Keep the peace among each other.”


g.  2 Pet 1:7, “and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly love [supply] unconditional love.”

2.  Integrity-love is the love, which God demands of us toward one another.


a.  This love must be the basis of all we do in the Christian life.


b.  Chapter 13 of this epistle was devoted to this subject.  The principle stated here is simply a concluding reminder of that principle.


c.  Everything about our spiritual lives is centered on our personal love for God and the resulting unconditional love toward others.  These are two sides of the same coin, called virtue-love or integrity-love.


d.  We love because God first loved us, 1 Jn 4:19.  This is the principle of reciprocal love for God.  Reciprocal love for God is our personal love for God based on our understanding and thankfulness for all that God has done for us.


e.  As we develop reciprocal love for God we begin to develop unconditional love toward others.


f.  Unconditional love toward others is our ability to treat them in dignity, honor, and respect because of the virtue in our souls, not because of their worthiness.  Most often others are unworthy of love, just as we are unworthy of love, because we have a sin nature just as they do.


g.  But God expects us to love one another as He has loved us in spite of our sin nature.

h.  Our Lord Jesus Christ set the example for this love by His willingness to bear the judgment of our personal sins as a substitute for us on the cross.


i.  Therefore, everything we do in life must center on our integrity and love toward others.


j.  Our execution of the spiritual life is measured in our reciprocal love for God and integrity-love toward others.  As goes our love, so goes our spiritual life.


k.  Had this principle been followed, there would have been no factions or divisions in the Corinthian church.


l.  Had this principle been followed, there would be no need for Paul to warn the Corinthians to welcome Timothy and not be afraid of anything from them.


m.  Had this principle been followed, Apollos would have never left the church in the first place and now be reluctant to return.


n.  The Corinthians knew that they had not followed this principle of the word of God and would recognize this fact when Timothy brought this letter to them.
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