1 Corinthians 16:10




- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “Now” plus the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety and regards it as a potential fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates the Timothy might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which is used with EAN to form a more probable future condition.  If the conditions are met, this is more likely than not to happen.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun TIMOTHEOS, which means “Timothy.”

“Now if Timothy comes,”

- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see, watch, look at,” but when used as an imperative it means “Beware, Watch out, See to it, Pay attention that, or Take care.”


The present tense is aoristic present, which states a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the explanatory use of the conjunction HINA, meaning “that” and used to introduce the content of the action of the previous imperative verb.  This is followed by the adverb of manner APHOBWS, which means “unafraid, without fear, fearlessly.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become,” but, when used with a prepositional phrase and adverb (as here), it means “to be.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers up into a single whole the entire time Timothy may be with the Corinthians as their pastor-teacher.


The active voice indicates that Timothy will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and is used in indefinite local clauses were the action is expected to take place in the future.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”

“see to it that he is with you without fear.”

 - is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Because” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON, meaning “the work” with the descriptive genitive (genitive of identity) from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “of the Lord.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the transitive use of the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, accomplish, carry out.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning—Timothy producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the crasis of the conjunction KAI and the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW into the single word KAGW, meaning “I also.”

“Because he is accomplishing the work of the Lord just as I also.”
1 Cor 16:10 corrected translation
“Now if Timothy comes, see to it that he is with you without fear.  Because he is accomplishing the work of the Lord just as I also.”

Explanation:
1.  “Now if Timothy comes,”

a.  Compare 1 Cor 4:14-17, “I am writing these things not to put you to shame, but as my beloved children I am warning [you].  For if you should have ten thousand legal guardians in Christ, nevertheless you would not have many fathers.  For in Christ Jesus through the gospel I became the father of you.  Therefore I keep on encouraging all of you, become imitators of me.  For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who will remind you of my execution and teachings of the spiritual life, which is in Christ, just as I keep on teaching everywhere in all the churches.  Now because I am not coming to you, certain ones have become conceited.  But I will come quickly to you, if the Lord desires.  And then I will find out not the speech of conceited ones, but their power.”


b.  Timothy was one of Paul’s chief trouble-shooters on his team.  The other was Titus.  Notice that Paul does not send Apollos back yet.  Paul must send a neutral party—Timothy—who is not the leader of one of the factions.  If Paul had sent Apollos back now, the Apollos party would have thought they had been justified in their actions and beliefs and ridiculed the other parties.  All of the parties were wrong, and all of them must receive a stern warning, admonition, strong exhortation, and dogmatic commands from Timothy about the spiritual life and its execution.


c.  2 Cor 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the church of God which is at Corinth with all the saints who are throughout Achaia.”  Timothy went to Corinth, delivered the letter, taught it to the Corinthians and returned with a report to Paul, which motivated Paul to write another letter to the Corinthians, which we call Second Corinthians.


d.  The reason for Paul’s use of the third class condition is that he does not know exactly when Timothy will arrive with the letter, or if he will make it there safely due to the weather and traveling conditions.  Paul knows he will send Timothy with the letter and that God wants this Scripture delivered to the Corinthians, he just does not know exactly when it will all come together.

2.  “see to it that he is with you without fear.”

a.  Paul now gives the Corinthians a direct command that they cannot ignore.


b.  This is an apostolic warning with the full authority of the apostle standing behind it.


c.  There has been a lot of arrogance, antagonism to pastors, rejection of authority, false teaching, and carnality in the Corinthian church.  Paul is warning them that this better not spill over into their dealings with his emissary.


d.  Paul is telling them up front that there better not be anyone trying to throw their weight around or attempt to intimidate Timothy.


e.  This is an indirect way of saying that they had better give Timothy a warm welcome and be eagerly willing to hear everything he has to say.


f.  Timothy was not connected with any of the factions, was very gracious and humble, and was the most positive fellow-believer of Paul’s inner circle.  He was the perfect choice to send with this letter.  He would not be a threat to the arrogance of the Corinthians, nor would he attempt to throw his weight around as an apostolic emissary.  He would come there with a sense of harmony, goodwill, and unconditional love.


g.  Paul wanted Timothy to be received with all hospitality and consideration due a fellow-believer, who only had their best interest in mind.


h.  Timothy had a tendency to be afraid of others who stood up to him, and Paul does not want that to be a problem during Timothy’s short visit there. 

3.  “Because he is accomplishing the work of the Lord just as I also.”

a.  This tells us the reason why the Corinthians better not try to intimidate Timothy.


b.  Paul considered Timothy his co-worker in Christ.  Timothy had a different job to do than Paul, but he was just as important.


c.  One believer is not greater than another believer because of the work God gives them to do.  This is a false belief by most Christians throughout the Church Age.  Pastors and priests are not greater than their congregations.

d.  Spiritual greatness is dependent upon living the spiritual life, not upon one’s spiritual gift.


e.  This is a direct statement from the apostle Paul that Timothy was doing exactly what God the Holy Spirit had assigned to him as his duties and responsibilities.  This was Timothy’s evaluation by his direct supervisor, his first line leader, his rater.  Paul will stand up at the judgment seat of Christ and give Timothy a good evaluation.


f.  Therefore, the Corinthians need to beware that they do not mess with the Lord’s anointed. 1 Sam 24:6, “So he [David] said to his men, ‘Far be it from me because of the Lord that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the Lord’s anointed.’”  1 Sam 26:9, “But David said to Abishai, ‘Do not destroy him, for who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and be without guilt?’  1 Sam 26:11, “The Lord forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the Lord’s anointed; but now please take the spear that is at his head and the jug of water, and let us go.”


g.  Timothy was doing the same work of the Lord as Paul was doing.  Therefore, whatever Timothy taught, when he came to Corinth (which would be the letter to the Corinthians Paul is now writing), is the same thing that Paul himself would have taught.


h.  Therefore, the Corinthians need to accept Timothy and his message as if it were the Lord Jesus Christ personally coming to them.  They will be held accountable by the Lord Jesus Christ for how they treat His personal representative.
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