1 Corinthians 15:9




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: am.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and superlative adjective ELACHISTOS used as a substantive, which means “the least, unimportant, insignificant.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, which means “of the apostles.”
“For I am the least [most unimportant, most insignificant] of the apostles”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to Paul plus the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” and the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HIKANOS, which means “fit, appropriate, competent, qualified, or able, with the connotation worthy.”
  The meaning “worthy” is best here.  This is followed by the present passive infinitive from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that Paul receives the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the thought of the main verb.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “an apostle.”
“who am not worthy to be called an apostle,”
 - is the causal conjunction DIOTI, which means “because” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to persecute” and is so used in many New Testament passages.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers all of Paul’s activities as an unbeliever into a single whole and regards them as a fact without reference to their progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of persecuting the Church.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the Church” and refers to the believers living in and around Judea during the first few years after the ascension of Christ.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“because I persecuted the church of God.”
1 Cor 15:9 corrected translation
“For I am the least [most unimportant, most insignificant] of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “For I am the least [most unimportant, most insignificant] of the apostles”

a.  Not only did Paul consider himself to be the least important of all the apostles, but also the very least of all Church Age believers, Eph 3:8, “To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ.”

b.  Not only was Paul the least of all apostles and the least of all Church Age believers, but he also considered himself the greatest of all sinners, 1 Tim 1:15, “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.”

c.  Were these true statements, or is Paul simply using a rhetorical device?



(1)  These are absolute true statements of the infallible word of God.



(2)  How could someone like Paul be a worse sinner than someone like Nero, who killed Christians by the thousands, far more than Paul could ever get his hands on?  Paul was worse because he should have known better than anyone else in the world exactly who the Messiah was and the fact He had come and shown Himself to the world.



(3)  Paul was the greatest student of the Old Testament who ever lived.  He knew all the doctrines concerning the Messiah and what to look for.  He also knew all the evidence that our Lord had given of Himself as Messiah.



(4)  Yet, faced with all of this truth and the reality of the Messiah, Paul still rejected Him as his personal savior, and then proceeded to stamp out those who did believe in Christ.



(5)  Paul hated Christ and all Christians more than Nero ever could.  Nero did what he did through ignorance, while Paul did what he did through cognizance.  Therefore, Paul’s is the greater sin.



(6)  Paul is not being self-deprecating here.  Self-deprecation is the sin of running oneself down as a part of self-pity.  It is preoccupation with self.  Many people speak badly of themselves, so that others will speak well of them.  They are fishing for a compliment.  That is arrogance.  That is not what Paul is doing here.


d.  Why would God the Holy Spirit direct Paul to say such a thing?  He did so to demonstrate a principle of the love of God called grace.  If God could save the greatest of all possible sinners, then God can save anyone.


e.  From Paul’s perspective all the other apostles had every advantage over him.  They had believed in Christ almost from the beginning of His earthly ministry.  They had lived with Him every day for over three years.  They were eyewitnesses to His doctrinal teaching and all the evidence of His Messiahship.  They had established the first church of Christianity in Jerusalem.  They had been believers far longer than he had.

2.  “who am not worthy to be called an apostle,”

a.  2 Cor 12:11, “I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me.  Actually I should have been commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I am a nobody.”

b.  God the Holy Spirit permits Paul to insert his own objective evaluation of himself.


c.  Paul was indeed not worthy to be called an apostle.  None of the apostles were worthy to be called an apostle.  None of us are worthy to be called a Christian.


d.  This is the principle of grace.  Everything God does for us is a matter of grace, not a matter of our being worthy of it.


e.  The Corinthians thought they were worthy of being called Christians.  So Paul uses himself as an object lesson to teach them the principle of true humility.


f.  This statement is a statement of absolute true humility and grace orientation, two things about which the Corinthians still had a great deal to learn.


g.  Paul makes it clear in his statement in 2 Cor 12:11 that he was in no way inferior to any of the other apostles, even the pillars of the Church.



(1)  Paul makes it clear that he was equal with the other apostles in his spiritual gift.



(2)  He also makes it clear that this was a matter of the sovereign grace of God, because he was nothing as an unbeliever (I am a nobody).

3.  “because I persecuted the church of God.”

a.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Acts 8:3, “But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.”


(2)  Acts 9:1-2, “Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.”


(3)  Gal 1:13, “For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.”


(4)  Phil 3:6, “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.”

b.  Saul hated Christians more than anyone who ever lived.


c.  Implied by a comparison of these two passages is the fact that the high priest gave consent to Saul to violate the privacy of people’s homes and arrest people without a warrant for committing a crime and imprison them.


d.  Implied by the statement “put them in prison” was the torture that followed, in order to get a confession of guilt that the person believed in Christ.


e. The phrase “still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord” indicates several things:



(1)  Paul’s hatred of Christians was implacable.



(2)  Paul had committed mental murder as often as he took a breath.



(3)  Paul committed verbal sins against Christians with the regularity of breathing.



(4)  Paul especially wanted to find and kill the apostles.


f.  Paul was willing to go to any length to find Christians and imprison and kill them.  He had fanatical arrogance and hated.


g.  The “church of God” is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ as seen in the following passages:



(1)  Mt 16:18, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”


(2)  Eph 1:22, “And He [F] has subordinated all [insubordinate angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; furthermore, He [F] has appointed Him [JC] ruler over all things for the church.”


(3)  Eph 5:23-24, “Because the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the Church, He Himself is the savior of the body.  But as the Church is subject to Christ, so also wives are subject to your husbands in all things.”


(4)  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers].”


(5)  Col 1:24, “Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you, that is, I complete my need [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body, which body is the Church.”


(6)  1 Tim 3:15, “But if I delay, [I am writing,] in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the living God, the support and foundation of the truth.”
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