1 Corinthians 15:8




- is the mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But,” plus the accusative neuter singular from the adjective ESCHATOS used as a temporal adverb, meaning “last” with the ablative of rank.  This use of the ablative expresses the idea of separation in terms of rank, order, or precedence.

“But last of all”
- is the comparative adverb HWSPEREI, which is an emphatic marker of similarity between events and states, and means “like, as though, as it were.”
  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the neuter singular article and noun EKTRWMA, which is used “here in the sense ‘premature birth’; Num 12:12; Job 3:16; Eccl 6:3; untimely birth, miscarriage.”

“as though to a miscarriage”
 - is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “He appeared.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the appearance of our Lord into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Lord received the action of appearing in resurrection body to Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the crasis of the conjunction KAI and the first person singular personal pronoun EGW in the word KAGW.  Here it is the dative of indirect object singular of EGW, which means “and to me; even to me; also to me; in turn to me; in particular to me.”
“He appeared even to me.”
1 Cor 15:8 corrected translation
“But last of all, as though to a miscarriage, He appeared even to me.”
Explanation:
1.  “But last of all,”

a.  Of all of the appearances of Christ in resurrection body to believers on the earth, the last appearance was to the apostle Paul as an unbeliever.


b.  All of the other appearances of Christ in resurrection body happened before the ascension of Christ.


c.  The appearance of our Lord’s glorified humanity to Paul in resurrection body occurred after the ascension of Christ.


d.  The last appearance of Christ was the greatest, because it was our Lord’s true humanity in resurrection body after being accepted in heaven at the right hand of God the Father and glorified in the session.


e.  Paul was the last of the apostles, but the first became last and the last became first.

2.  “as though to a miscarriage,”

a.  Paul considers himself a miscarriage of human history.  He did not deserve to be born.  Why?  Because he persecuted the Church, putting Christians to death, such as Stephen.


b.  In effect, Paul is saying that his life was a miscarriage, and he should never have lived—he should have died in his sins as an unbeliever for what he did to the Church.


c.  But even though his life was a miscarriage, God gave him spiritual life, causing him to be born again.


d.  Paul was as dead spiritually as any miscarried fetus.  He had no hope of life apart from the act of God.


e.  Yet God in His grace did act, so that the miscarriage of Paul’s spiritual death became one of the greatest spiritual lives ever lived.

3.  “He appeared even to me.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Acts 9:3-8, “As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do’.  The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.  Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus.”


(2)  Acts 22:6-11, “But it happened that as I was on my way, approaching Damascus about noontime, a very bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around me, and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  And I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting’.  And those who were with me saw the light, to be sure, but did not understand the voice of the One who was speaking to me.  And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’  And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go on into Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do’.  But since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me and came into Damascus.”


(3)  Acts 26:12-18, “While so engaged as I was journeying to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests, at midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were journeying with me.  And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?  It is hard for you to kick against the goads’.  And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.  But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me’.”


(4)  1 Cor 9:1, “Am I not free?  Am I not an apostle?  Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?  Are you not my work in the Lord?


b.  Paul knew he was not worthy to be an apostle, and even as an apostle he was the least of all the apostles.  But he was what he was because of the grace of God.  He did absolutely nothing to earn or deserve being an apostle.


c.  Paul was permitted to see what Peter, James, and John saw on the Mount of Transfiguration—our Lord Jesus Christ in His glorified state in resurrection body.
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