1 Corinthians 15:7




- is the temporal adverb EPEITA, which means “a point of time following another point - ‘then, afterwards, later’.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “become visible, appear to someone.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the appearance of our Lord into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Lord received the action of appearing in resurrection body to a group of believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular proper name, IAKWBOS, which means “to Jacob.”
“Later He appeared to Jacob”
 - is the temporal adverb EITA, which means “then, next.”  Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS with the adjective PAS, meaning “to all the apostles.”
“then to all the apostles.”
1 Cor 15:7 corrected translation
“Later He appeared to Jacob then to all the apostles.”
Explanation:
1.  “Later He appeared to Jacob”

a.  This is a reference to James the Lord’s half-brother.


b.  This appearance is not mentioned in the gospels, just as Paul’s mention of our Lord’s appearance to Peter is not mentioned.


c.  Both the appearance of our Lord to Peter and then to James, our Lord’s half-brother, were both private meetings with the resurrected Christ.


d.  Both Peter and James became personal friends of Paul and related these things to him on his private visit to them, mentioned in Gal 1:18-19, “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas [Peter], and I stayed with him fifteen days, but I did not see another of the apostles except Jacob, the half-brother of the Lord.”

e.  This private meeting with James took place on Sunday afternoon before our Lord appeared to all the apostles for the first time that evening.


f.  The purpose of this resurrection appearance to James was so that he would be qualified to be one of the two apostles to replace Judas (Paul was the other apostle).


g.  Paul uses the Hebrew name of James in order to distinguish him from James the brother of John, who was also a disciple and apostle.


h.  James or Jacob, the Lord’s half-brother, became the pastor-teacher of the Jerusalem church and wrote the first epistle to the Church, the epistle of James.

2.  “then to all the apostles.”

a.  This occurred on Sunday evening of the resurrection and is mentioned in Lk 24:33-37, “And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, saying, ‘The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.’  They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.  While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst.  But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit.”  This is also mentioned in Jn 20:18-20, “So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’  And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord.”

b.  Another appearance of our Lord to all the disciples is mentioned in Jn 20:26-29, “After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.’  Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Because you have seen Me, have you believed?  Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed’.”

c.  This occurred many times over a period of forty days before the ascension, Acts 1:3-4, “To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.  Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me’.”
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