1 Corinthians 15:56




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun KENTRON, meaning “the sting.”  With this we have the possessive genitive (the sting belonging to death) or genitive of production (the sting produced by death) from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, meaning “of death.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the verb EIMI “[is],” because of the following predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sin.”  This is a reference to the sin nature.  If this referred to personal sins, the noun would have to be in the plural.  In the singular, Paul consistently uses HAMARTIA to refer to the sin nature (see all the references to this word in the letter to the Romans).
“Now the sting of death [is] the sin [nature],”
 - is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun DUNAMIS, meaning “the power.”  With this we have the possessive genitive or genitive of production (see above) from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “of sin” and refers to the sin nature.  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the verb EIMI “[is],” because of the following predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.

“and the power of the sin [nature] [is] the Law.”
1 Cor 15:56 corrected translation
“Now the sting of death [is] the sin [nature], and the power of the sin [nature] [is] the Law.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the sting of death [is] the sin [nature],”

a.  “Sin” here is the imputation of Adam’s sin at physical birth.  It has two results:  real spiritual death and subsequent physical death.  Compare Gen 2:17, in which God warned Adam, “The day you eat from this tree, dying you will die.”

b.  So the sting of death is the old sin nature, for this is “sin” in the singular.


c.  The fact that you sin after salvation does not prevent you from dying and going to heaven and receiving a resurrection body.  It’s like being alive but unhealthy or ill, so that you don’t feel well when you sin, but you’re still born‑again and going to heaven.


d.  Spiritual death causes pain in life.  This pain is called “the sting of death.”  Every time we commit a personal sin, we sting ourselves—we cause self-induced misery.


e.  The sin nature motivates personal sin through the lust pattern of the sin nature.  The sin nature produces personal sin through the volition of the soul.


f.  Every time we sin, spiritual death stings us with another injury to the spiritual life.


g.  The sin nature makes our spiritual life miserable, makes us hurt, stings us with self-induced misery.
2.  “and the power of the sin [nature] [is] the Law.”

a.  If sin has a power, it must be defined.  The Mosaic Law defines and reveals personal sin.



(1)  Rom 5:13, “for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no Law.”


(2)  Rom 5:20, “The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.”


(3)  Rom 7:5-9, “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.  But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.  What shall we say then?  Is the Law sin?  May it never be!  On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, ‘You shall not covet’.  But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.  I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died [carnal death or carnality].”

b.  The divine principles of the Mosaic Law gave ammunition to the sin nature to rebel against God’s standard.  The conscience does not know right from wrong until it is taught by the divine principles of the word of God, which are clearly embodied in the Mosaic Law.


c.  Once we learn God’s standard and try to keep it, our sin nature fights against our desire to obey the will of God, which results in our sinning even more and in new ways that we had not even been concerned about before.


d.  So then, the Mosaic Law gave us more areas in the soul in which the sin nature could rebel against God’s known will.  These are “the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law.”

e.  Therefore, the more we learn God’s word and will, the more the sin nature seeks to rebel against each part of the word and will of God in our soul.  The battle only intensifies the more we learn doctrine.  Is this an excuse for not learning the word of God?  Of course not.

f.  In this respect the power of the sin nature is the knowledge of God’s will, or as Paul uses in his illustration—the Mosaic Law.
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