1 Corinthians 15:54
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- is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “whenever” plus the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PHTHARTOS, which means “perishable, subject to decay or destruction.”
  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  “This perishable” refers to the human body, which is subject to decay and destruction.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist middle subjunctive from the verb ENDUW, which in the middle voice means “to clothe oneself in, put on, or wear something.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the momentary action that takes place at the Rapture of the Church.


The middle voice lays stress upon the subject (all Church Age believers) as being intimately involved in the action.  We participate in the action of receiving a resurrection body.


The subjunctive mood is used with HOTAN in temporal clauses where the temporal element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to the time of realization.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun APHTHARSIA, which means “incorruptibility, immortality.”

“But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility”
- is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and adjective THNĒTOS, which means “mortal.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist middle subjunctive from the verb ENDUW, which in the middle voice means “to clothe oneself in, put on, or wear something.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the momentary action that takes place at the Rapture of the Church.


The middle voice lays stress upon the subject (all Church Age believers) as being intimately involved in the action.  We participate in the action of receiving a resurrection body.


The subjunctive mood is used with HOTAN in temporal clauses where the temporal element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to the time of realization.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ATHANASIA, which means here, “immortality.”
“and this moral puts on immortality,”
- is the temporal adverb TOTE, which means “then.”  With this we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; arise, come about; happen, take place; to come to pass.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning—the word of God producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, which has many varied meanings.  “The expression may take any one of many different forms, so that the exact translation of LOGOS depends on the context: statement; question, preaching, prophecy, command, proclamation, instruction, teaching, or message; of a statement of definite content: assertion, declaration, or speech.”
  Then we have nominative masculine singular articular perfect passive participle from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which regards the action as a present state resulting from a past action.  This is a perfect of existing state, which emphasizes the fact that a thing is.


The passive voice indicates that the statement of Scripture receives the action of being written.


The participle is circumstantial.

“then the statement which stands written will come about,”
 - is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb KATAPINW, which means “to drink down, swallow; devour; of water, waves swallow up; in the passive voice to be drowned.  Transferred to mental and spiritual states, so that he may not be overwhelmed by extreme sorrow, 2 Cor 2:7.  It is used figuratively, meaning to swallow up with total extinction as a result; in the passive voice, what is mortal may be swallowed up in life, 2 Cor 5:4.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the subject—death—receives the action of being swallowed up.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, meaning “death.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular noun NIKOS, meaning “because of victory.”
“‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”
1 Cor 15:54 corrected translation
“But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this moral puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this moral puts on immortality,”

a.  This is a continuation of Paul’s thought in the previous verse and refers to the Rapture of the Church.


b.  Again the perishable putting on incorruptibility is the believer who has already died and is living in heaven with the Lord receiving his or her resurrection body at the trumpet command of the archangel.  The mortal putting on immortality is the believer living on earth at the end of the Church Age receiving his or her resurrection body through the voice command of the Lord as He returns to the atmosphere above the earth with the rest of the royal family from heaven.


c.  Paul indicates that the time this will occur is indefinite.  No one knows the day or the hour when the Rapture of the Church will occur.  But it will definitely happen.

2.  “then the statement which stands written will come about,”

a.  When the Rapture of the Church occurs, then a key promise of God will be fulfilled.


b.  This promise is stated in Isa 25:8, “He will swallow up death for all time, and the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; for the Lord has spoken.”

c.  This statement in the New Testament is a guarantee by God that He will fulfill the promise, which He has made.  Our Lord made a promise in Isaiah’s time, and then the Lord, through Paul, promises to keep this promise, when Paul writes to the Corinthians.

3.  ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’

a.  Our Lord promises that, when He returns for the Church, that will be the end of death for any of us.  The promise to Israel in Isaiah is that, when our Lord returns to deliver Israel at the Second Advent, then that will be the end of death for them.


b.  There will be no death during the millennial reign of Christ, unless someone uses their free will to murder someone else.  That person will receive an immediate fair trial from the Lord, and if found guilty, receives instant capital punishment.


c.  Because of our Lord’s victory on the Cross, there will be no more death for the Church once the Rapture occurs, and there will be no more death for Israel once the Second Advent occurs.


d.  Our Lord’s victory over spiritual death puts an end to physical death in the future for all those who believe in Christ.


e.  Our Lord wins the victory and then shares the victory with us.


f.  Resurrection is the victory over death.



(1)  Whatever success or failure a believer has while dying, every believer gets a fair shake at death because we all receive an interim body.



(2)  No matter how well or how badly we die, we all receive a resurrection body.  Resurrection is equal for all believers.  Rewards and decorations are different for all believers.



(3)  So because resurrection is equal for all believers, resurrection is also God’s victory for all believers.  God takes His victory over death and gives it to us as our victory.  We share in Christ’s victory over death.



(4)  The ultimate victory for the royal family of God is the resurrection.  Why is it such a fantastic victory?  Because it includes winners and losers, positive and negative believers.  Just because certain believers fail to execute the plan of God, they are not excluded from the resurrection due to the grace of God.  The resurrection makes no distinction between winners and losers in the Christian way of life.



(5)  Physical death of losers does not deprive the Lord of the Lord’s victory!  It’s not our victory!  Resurrection is the Lord’s victory!  And He gives us His victory.  This is obvious for the mature believer, having already had an experiential victory of becoming an invisible hero.  But this is the Lord’s victory of grace, since resurrection applies to all believers alike.  No distinction is made between winners and losers.



(6)  So the final phrase, “Death has been swallowed up because of victory,” is very important.  Man has absolutely nothing to do with receiving a resurrection body.  The passive voice means that all believers receive resurrection bodies.  No merit or distinction is involved.



(7)  While the believer through positive volition and learning the word of God after salvation can have control over his life while living, the believer has no control over the manner or time of his death, and no control over the manner or time of his resurrection.  Receiving his resurrection body will occur instantaneously.



(8)  Therefore, resurrection is a grace function from the sovereignty and wisdom of God.  Our resurrection body is an eternal memorial to the grace of God.



(9)  Resurrection is a total divine victory.  We can take no credit for it, for we have no part in it.



(10)  Death has been swallowed up and destroyed BECAUSE of the Lord’s victory!  There will be no death in the eternal state.  Death is abolished with the possession of the resurrection body.  So this quote is a reference to the strategic victory of our Lord Jesus Christ in the great power demonstration of the Hypostatic Union.  The sign of our Lord’s strategic victory was His resurrection, ascension, and session at the right hand of the Father.



(11)  Resurrection terminates each of the Christocentric dispensations, i.e., the great power demonstration of the Hypostatic Union and the great power demonstration of the Church Age.
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