1 Corinthians 15:5




- is the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and referring to what Paul taught in Corinth.  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “become visible, appear to someone as in Acts 2:3.”
  It is used this way through verse eight of this section.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the appearance of our Lord into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Lord received the action of appearing in resurrection body to Peter.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular proper name, KĒPHAS, which means “to Peter.”
“and that He appeared to Peter”
 - is the temporal adverb EITA, which means “then, next.”
  Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective DWDEKA, which is used as a substantive and became a technical name.  It means “the Twelve” and refers to the disciples of our Lord.  Even though Judas was now dead and there were only eleven disciples of our Lord left, they are still known by their title “the Twelve.”
“then to the Twelve.”
1 Cor 15:5 corrected translation
“and that He appeared to Peter, then to the Twelve.”
Explanation:
1.  “and that He appeared to Peter”

a.  Luke 24:12 tells us that Peter did not see the Lord, when he went to the empty tomb, “But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened.”  Compare Jn 20:10, “So the disciples went away again to their own homes.”

b.  A comparison of Lk 24:24 and 24:33 indicates that Peter was not one of the two men on the road to Emmaus, “Some of those who were with us (Peter and John) went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.”  Notice that Peter and John did not see the Lord after their race to the empty tomb.  They both went home, not having seen Him.  Lk 24:33, “And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them.”  Notice “they” versus “the eleven.”

c.  But according to Lk 24:34 the believers in Jerusalem tell the two believers from Emmaus that the Lord appeared to Peter, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon,” just as 1 Cor 15:5 says that the Lord appeared to Peter before appearing to the disciples.  This occurred before our Lord’s appearance to all the disciples on resurrection Sunday evening, Jn 20:19, “So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with you’.”

d.  A comparison of two passages indicates that the Lord appeared to Peter sometime on Sunday morning of the resurrection.  Lk 24:12-13, “But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened.  And behold, two of them were going that very day (resurrection Sunday) to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles (a two-three hour walk) from Jerusalem.”  They had been with the disciples, when the women reported the empty tomb to them and knew of John and Peter’s race to the empty tomb, Lk 24:22-24, “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.  Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened.  But also some women among us amazed us.  When they were at the tomb early in the morning, and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive.  Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.”  Lk 24:33-34, “And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, saying, ‘The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon’.”  These disciples had been gone from Jerusalem for about six hours.  The disciples gathered together that evening for dinner.  So the Lord had to appear to Peter before noon of resurrection Sunday.  But we have no other information about this appearance to Peter.

2.  “then to the Twelve.”

a.  The first, second, and third appearance of the Lord to the disciples is given by John.  A comparison of Jn 21:1 with 21:14 indicates that this manifestation to half of the disciples was the third time our Lord appeared to them, Jn 21:1, “After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way.”  Jn 21:14, “This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.”  The first appearance to all the disciples is given in Jn 20:18-19ff, “Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her.  So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with you’.”  The second occurrence is in Jn 20:26, “After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.  Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, ‘Peace be with you’.”

b.  Mt 28:16-17, “But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him but some were doubtful.”

c.  Lk 24:28-43, “And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther.  But they urged Him, saying, ‘Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over’.  So He went in to stay with them.  When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  They said to one another, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?’  And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, saying, ‘The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon’.  They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.  While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst.  But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit.  And He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have’.  And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.  While they still could not believe it because of their joy and amazement, He said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’  They gave Him a piece of a broiled fish; and He took it and ate it before them.”

d.  Jn 20:19-29, “So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with you’.  And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side.  The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  So Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you’.  And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained’.  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples were saying to him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’  But he said to them, ‘Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe’.  After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, ‘Peace be with you’.  Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing’.  Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Because you have seen Me, have you believed?  Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed’.”

e.  Acts 1:3, “To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.”

f.  Acts 2:32, “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.”
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