1 Corinthians 15:45




- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “So, Thus, In this manner” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which presents the action as completed in the past with results that continue on—in this case forever.


The passive voice indicates that the subject receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“So also it stands written,”
- is the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be made, to be created; to come into being.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states the entirety of the action as a fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning—the first man producing the action of becoming something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, the adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first” and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the masculine singular proper noun ADAM.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative from the feminine singular noun PSUCHĒ, meaning “by metonymy (a figure of speech that consists of the name of one thing for that of something else with which it is associated; the use of one word for another that it may be expected to suggest), that which possesses life or a soul ; (a living soul); a living creature  Rev 16:3; is it permissible to save a living person or must we let him die? Mk 3:4; Lk 6:9.”
  With this we have the accusative feminine singular present active participle from the verb ZAW, meaning “living.”  The participle is used as a substantive—here it is used as an adjective modifying the noun PSUCHĒ.  The construction GINOMAI EIS and a substantive is a Greek idiom for expressing a direct object of the verb GINOMAI.  The Hebrew of this passage is:


- this is the WA conversive with the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb HAYAH, which means “to become.”

- this is the article HA plus the masculine singular common noun ’ADAM, meaning “the man.”

- this is the inseparable preposition LE, used as the sign of the object plus the feminine singular common noun NEPHESH, meaning “a soul, a being; a person, an individual.”

- this is the feminine singular adjective CHAYAH, meaning “living.”
“The first man, Adam, became a living soul.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, the adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “last (in reference to time)” and the proper name ADAM.  The verb GINOMAI is left out as ellipsis, since the meaning is clearly understood without it.  With this we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirit” and the accusative neuter singular present active participle from the verb ZWIOPOIEW, which means “make alive, give life to, and is used of God, who gives life to all things 1 Tim 6:13.  Especially of supernatural life of dead persons who are called to life Jn 5:21; Rom 4:17; 1 Cor 15:22, ‘In Christ all will be made alive.’ The Spirit is called life-giving Jn 6:63; 2 Cor 3:6.”
  Again the construction GINOMAI (here implied) with the preposition EIS is used as an idiom for the accusative direct object.

“The Last Adam  [became] a life-giving spirit.”
1 Cor 15:45 corrected translation
“So also it stands written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’  The Last Adam  [became] a life-giving spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “So also it stands written,”

a.  Paul will now prove his point by quoting from the Scriptures, which apparently Paul’s opponents held in great esteem.  They may have been former Jews with Sadducean beliefs, which would account both for their great respect for the Mosaic Law, which Paul now uses to refute their position, and their belief that there is no resurrection from the dead.


b.  Paul quotes from Moses, who wrote this in the last phrase of Gen 2:7, “Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”

c.  Paul explains from Scripture how a physical body becomes a spiritual body.

2.  ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’

a.  The first man was named Adam by the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Adam was perfect, true humanity.


c.  Jesus Christ is the Last Adam.  He is also perfect, true humanity.

3.  Original Creation as Found in the Old Testament.


a.  Gen 1:26-27 is simply a general statement of the creation of the man and the woman; it is not the mechanics.  It is the principle.  In Gen 2:7, we have the mechanics of the creation of the man and the woman.  The passage says, “Then God said, ‘Let Us create [ASAH] mankind in Our shadow image, according to Our pattern; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’  So God created [BARA] mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created [BARA] him; male [ZAKAR] and female [NEQABAH] He created them.”


(1)  There are four words used for creation in the original creation:  ASAH, BARA, JATSAR (used in Jer 1:5 for the creation of Adam’s body), and BANAH (used for the creation of the woman’s body).




(a)  BARA connotes initiation of creation and carries the implication that the creation of mankind occurred at a time when no previous homo sapiens existed.  It is an act of creation in terms of instantaneous new species creation.  It means to create something out of nothing.




(b)  ASAH means to accomplish.  As a creative word, it connotes the act of creation in terms of the creative process.  Hence, it is used to describe various creative actions of God.  For example, it is used for the creation of the body, soul, and spirit.



(2)  The Hebrew prepositional phrase BE TSELEM means “in our own shadow image.”  It means an invisible image.  It does not mean an exact image; that is arrogance.  Our soul, volition, thought is invisible but very real.  This phrase refers to the creation of our soul life.  Then we have another prepositional phrase KA DEMUTH, which means “according to Our pattern.”



(a)  TSELEM refers to self-consciousness, virtue reasoning power, and self-determination.  I am; I ought; I will.




(b)  DEMUTH refers to the self-consciousness, the mentality, the volition.



(3)  In Gen 1:26, the plan is stated.  The plan is to create man in order to resolve the angelic conflict.  In Gen 1:27, the principle of the plan is stated.  This is the pre-fall statement of the plan.



(4)  In Gen 1:27 the verb for creation is BARA—creation out of nothing.  Both male and female are mentioned because male and female have to do with biological life.  We have one creation of biological life out of the chemicals (dust) of the ground.  From then on, biological life is reproduced and perpetuated in the womb.



(5)  Principles.




(a)  Only God can create life.  God created biological life once.  God creates soul life and human life in the case of every human being.




(b)  The Bible distinguishes between biological life and soul life in the original creation, but in that distinction, God created both.




(c)  After the fall, the woman ovulated and this was the beginning of biological life reproducing itself.




(d)  God created the reproductive and genetic system for the perpetuation of biological life in the womb.  In original creation, no womb was involved.


b.  There is a post-fall statement in Isa 43:7, “Everyone who is called in My name, even for My glory I have created [BARA] him; I have molded [JATSAR] him, besides that I have made [ASAH] him.”


(1)  “I have created [BARA]” refers to original creation of the body and soul before the fall.



(2)  “I have molded him [JATSAR]” refers to biological life.  This refers to the original creation of biological life only.



(3)  “Besides that I have made [ASAH] him” refers to creation of human life, when soul life is combined with biological life.


c.  The mechanics of the original creation are stated in Gen 2:7, “Then the Lord God formed [JATSAR] mankind of dust out from the ground, and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul [human being].”  There are three stages of the original creation of man:  the creation of biological life, the creation of soul life, and the creation of human life.  All three were created before the fall of man.



(1)  The creation of biological life.




(a)  Jesus Christ is the creator of all things, including mankind.  The Hebrew verb JATSAR is used for the one time creation of biological life.  God created man out of the chemicals/atoms of the dust of the ground.  This occurred before the fall of man.  Compare Eccl 12:7, where dust refers to biological life after the fall of man.  “Then the dust [biological life] will return to the earth as it was, and the breath [soul life] will return to God who gave it.”



(b)  God created biological life only once in human history and inserted into biological life its own system of reproduction and perpetuation.  God did not create and impute soul life to Adam until Adam’s body was completed first and able to function independently on the earth.  Why did God create biological life only once?





i.  God knew that Adam and the woman would sin in the Garden.  He knew that the sin nature would then be perpetuated in biological life through the twenty-three male chromosomes.  God created biological life with the ability to reproduce and perpetuate itself in the womb.





ii.  By creating biological life once, when man was perfect, God is not the author of sin.  Biological life is not related to the womb in original creation.  It is not related to the womb until after the fall.  Original sin is the reason why biological life is created only once before the fall.




(c)  God is perfect.  Perfect God can only create perfect human beings, and the original human beings were perfect—the biological life was perfect, the soul life was perfect.  Man was not created innocent but perfect.  God cannot create a sin nature.  Adam’s original sin is the source of the sin nature, spiritual death, and condemnation.  It is impossible for God to create anything that is sinful.




(d)  Therefore, God creates a perfect biological life which is self-perpetuating and becomes sinful apart from God.  After the fall, biological life with its accompanying old sin nature perpetuates itself in the womb through copulation and conception.  The fall of Adam resulted in the sin nature being transmitted through biological life in the twenty-three chromosomes of Adam.  Both man and woman have a sin nature, but it is transmitted through the male because Adam was not deceived in his sin.



(2)  Then we have the creation of soul life in the second phrase, “He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.”  What does God breathe into the nostrils of man?  The Hebrew noun is NESHAMAH in the construct form, followed by the plural word CHAJIM, meaning “the breath of lives.”  Notice the plural ending IM, meaning “lives.”



(a)  There are two theological views of the meaning of CHAJIM and both are correct.





i.  Recent Hebrew scholars have discovered that the plural is regarded as an abstract idea of life, meaning the state of being alive.  Under this concept, we would translate “endless life” in the singular, and the meaning of the plural here refers to the fact that the soul is perpetual life; it never dies.  The soul life that God creates is endless life and never dies.  Biological life dies and goes back into the chemicals of the dust.  The soul is endless life and goes on forever either in heaven for believers or in Torments in Hades under the earth until the Great White Throne judgment and then in the Lake of Fire for unbelievers.




   
 ii.  The other concept of CHAJIM is that God breathed into the nostrils of man both the soul and the human spirit, since before the fall, man was trichotomous.  After the fall, we are born dichotomous.  Jude 19 describes the dichotomous man, “These are the ones who cause divisions, soulish [PSUCHIKOS], not having a human spirit.”



(b)  While there is only one creative act of biological life, there are an infinite number of creative acts of soul life—one creative act for every person who is born.  The soul was the basis for Adam’s relationship with the woman and with everything he ruled in the animal creation.




(c)  God does not create soul life and impute it to biological life until the biological life or human body is capable of independent function.  Its capability of function is its emergence from the womb.  Before the fall, God created two full-grown perfect adult bodies capable of independent function and then breathed into their bodies a human soul and a human spirit.  The precedent was set for the creation of human life outside the womb with the imputation of human life to the physical bodies of both Adam and later the woman outside the womb.  Neither of them were ever alive inside the womb.


(3)  Finally, we have the creation of human life by God imputing soul life to human life, “and the man became a living soul (human being).”  This is the same pattern after the fall of mankind.  Biological life must precede the creation and imputation of soul life, and the creation and imputation of soul life must precede the creation of human life.  At the point of human birth, the sin nature, which was dormant in the womb, now becomes active.  Man became NEPHESH—a living soul or a human being.



(4)  Before the fall, God created biological life, soul life, and human life, mankind was perfect, mankind was trichotomous, and there was no soul life or human life in the womb.  After the fall, God creates soul life and human life, mankind is spiritually dead, mankind is dichotomous, and there is no soul life or human life in the womb.


d.  Gen 2:22, “Then the Lord God built [BANAH] the rib [TSELAH] which He had taken outside of the man into a woman [ISHAH], and brought her to the man.”  God used the Hebrew word NEQABAH (female) in Gen 1:27 for the creation of the woman’s biological life, but in Gen 2:22, He uses ISHAH for the creation of her human life.  The man’s biological life is called ZAKAR (male) while his human life is called ADAM (mankind).

4.  “The Last Adam [became] a life-giving spirit.”

a.  The Last Adam is the Lord Jesus Christ.  This can be seen in the comparable title, “The Alpha and the Omega,” which are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.


b.  The fact that the Lord Jesus Christ gives life can be seen in:



(1)  Gen 6:6, “The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.”


(2)  Gen 9:6, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man.”


(3)  Gen 1:27, “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”


(4)  Gen 5:1-2, “This is the book of the generations of Adam.  In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.  He created them male and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were created.”


(5)  Gen 6:7, “The Lord said, ‘I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.’”


(6)  Dt 4:32, “Indeed, ask now concerning the former days which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and inquire from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything been done like this great thing, or has anything been heard like it?”


(7)  Ps 89:47, “Remember what my span of life is; for what vanity You have created all the sons of men!”


(8)  Ps 102:18, “This will be written for the generation to come, that a people yet to be created may praise the Lord.”


(9)  Isa 43:7, “Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom I have made.”


(10)  Isa 45:12, “It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it.  I stretched out the heavens with My hands and I ordained all their host.”


(11)  Mal 2:10, “Do we not all have one father?  Has not one God created us?”


(12)  Mt 19:4, “And He answered and said, ‘Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female?’”

c.  The Last Adam is a special title of our Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union as true humanity.


d.  Our Lord created the physical and human life of mankind by His creative act as God.


e.  But the Last Adam gives spiritual life to the resurrection body as a creative act from His glorified true humanity in resurrection body.


f.  He gives life by sacrificing Himself that we might have eternal life.


g.  He gives life by creating a resurrection body for the residence of our human spirit, human soul, and eternal life.


h.  The great implication from this passage is that Jesus Christ does this from His glorified humanity as the Last Adam rather than as the Son of God from His deity.
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