1 Corinthians 15:43




- is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow seed.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which states the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the human body receives the action of dying and being buried.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun ATIMIA, which means “dishonor, disgrace, shame 2 Cor 6:8 (opposite DOXA); in humiliation (opposite DOXA) 1 Cor 15:43.”
  Here it means “in a state of dishonor” and refers to having a sin nature, the imputation of Adam’s original sin, and therefore, in a state of total depravity.

“It is sown in a state of dishonor,”
- is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which states a universal divine truth.


The passive voice indicates that the human body receives the action of being glorified in resurrection.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “in a state of glory.”
“it is raised in a state of glory.”
- is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow seed.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which states the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the human body receives the action of dying and being buried.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun ASTHENEIA, which means “in a state of weakness.”
“It is sown in a state of weakness;”
 - is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which states a universal divine truth.


The passive voice indicates that the human body receives the action of being glorified in resurrection.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, which means “in a state of power.”
“it is raised in a state of power.”
1 Cor 15:43 corrected translation
“It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.  It is sown in a state of weakness; it is raised in a state of power.”
Explanation:
1.  “It is sown in a state of dishonor;”

a.  This statement can be regarded from two different points of time, but both refer to the same thing.



(1)  It can refer to the moment of physical birth.  At birth we are born physically alive and spiritually dead.  Our spiritual death is a state of dishonor, disgrace, and humiliation.



(2)  It can refer to the moment of physical death.  At physical death our human body is in a state of decay, disgrace, disgust, and therefore, humiliation.


b.  So whether at birth or at death, our human body is in a state of disgrace, dishonor, and humiliation.


c.  There is nothing honorable about our human bodies as long as the sin nature is associated with it.


d.  This is why Paul longed to be rescued from this body of spiritual death, Rom 7:24, “I am a miserable person!  Who will rescue me from the body of this death?”

e.  The verb “being sown” does not refer to a person being conceived through the act of sexual intercourse, which is considered sinful, and therefore dishonorable.  This is a false interpretation of the passage from the Middle Ages.  Beware of monks trying to interpret; they frequently missed the point.

2.  “it is raised in a state of glory.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Phil 3:21, “who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”


(2)  Col 3:4, “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”

b.  Only God can glorify a human body.  Man does not have the power or ability to do so.


c.  The resurrection body, which every believer receives from God, will glorify God forever.  We may not glorify God in time, but we will definitely glorify God in eternity, just by having the body He gives us.


d.  The resurrection body testifies to the unfathomable love of God.  It is so magnificent that the angels will be in awe of it.


e.  The resurrection body testifies to the righteousness, justice, fairness, and grace of God; for it will show forever that God loves His creatures so much that He is willing to solve their sin problem and replace it with something that will glorify Him forever.  Satan never believed this would happen.


f.  Our resurrection body will be similar to, but not identical to the resurrection body of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our resurrection bodies will conform to His, but not be identical to it.  As the God-Man, His resurrection body is unique, just as He is unique.


g.  Our resurrection bodies are the most significant manifestation of the glory of God in all of human history.  This is one of the main features of the Second Advent of Christ.  At the Second Advent, our Lord returns in all of His glory.  This includes bringing His bride (the Church—us) with Him.  Our Lord and we will be the ultimate manifestation of the glory of God.  Your resurrection body will astound people during the millennial reign of Christ.

3.  “It is sown in a state of weakness;”

a.  Again the same two timeframes apply here as in the first point above.  This can refer to both the point of physical birth and the point of death.


b.  We are born in a sate of spiritual weakness.  We are totally helpless in our spiritual death to do anything about our spiritual death.  We are in a state of sinfulness and helpless to change it.


c.  At the point of physical death, likewise, we are physically helpless to prevent or change our physical death.  We cannot prevent ourselves from being buried.


d.  We come in the world totally weak.  We live our lives in comparative weakness.  We die in total powerlessness.  We really have no physical strength from birth through death.


e.  The only power any of us has is the power of the spiritual life.


f.  Prov 20:29, “The glory of young men is their strength, and the honor of old men is their gray hair.”

g.  Jer 17:5, “Thus says the Lord, “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.”
4.  “it is raised in a state of power.”

a.  Our resurrection bodies will be stronger than the power of angels.


b.  We will have no need of food, though we can eat.  We will have no need of air, though we can breathe.


c.  Nothing can kill us, nor can anything confine us.


d.  We will have the power to throw demons into the eternal lake of fire.


e.  We will have the spiritual power to obey the will of God.  We will have the physical power to do anything we want.  There will be no weaklings in the family of God.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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