1 Corinthians 15:4




- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb THAPTW, which means “to bury someone” and in the passive voice, “to be buried.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states what happened to our Lord as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action of being buried.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and that He was buried,”

 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “be raised, rise especially of Christ from the dead: Mk 6:14; Lk 9:7; Jn 2:22; 21:14; Rom 6:4, 9; 8:34; 1 Cor 15:12, 20; 2 Tim 2:8; Mt 14:2; 27:64; 28:7.”


The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which is used to bring a past event vividly and dramatically into the present.  The emphasis is on the existing state.


The passive voice indicates that the humanity of our Lord received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA and the article with the ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “on the third day.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine plural article and noun GRAPHĒ, meaning “in accordance with the Scriptures.”

“and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,”
1 Cor 15:4 corrected translation
“and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,”

Explanation:
1.  “and that He was buried,”

a.  The second critical element in the gospel is the fact that our Lord was buried.


b.  This was objective confirmation that He was really dead.  All of His friends and loved ones recognized that He was truly dead and not simply in a state of suspended animation.


c.  The Scriptures clearly state that He was dead physically and buried.



(1)  Mt 27:57-61, “When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus.  This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.  And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away.  And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the grave.”



(2)  Mk 15:42-47, “When evening had already come, because it was the preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.  Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the centurion, he questioned him as to whether He was already dead.  And ascertaining this from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.  Joseph bought a linen cloth, took Him down, wrapped Him in the linen cloth and laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.  Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were looking on to see where He was laid.”



(3)  Lk 23:50-55, “And a man named Joseph, who was a member of the Council, a good and righteous man (he had not consented to their plan and action), a man from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God; this man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  And he took it down and wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid Him in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one had ever lain.  It was the preparation day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.  Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid.”

2.  “and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,”

a.  The third element of the gospel is the most startling—Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  This was not resuscitation to a human life that would eventually die again, but resurrection to everlasting life in a human body that is incapable of physical death again.


b.  This is the proof from God the Father and God the Holy Spirit that Jesus Christ is truly God and truly man combined in one person forever.


c.  The resurrection of Christ is the single greatest proof that He was who He said He was.


d.  The resurrection of Christ is the absolute proof that His sacrifice for sin as a substitute for us was accepted as efficacious by God the Father.  The confirmation of this was the session of our Lord at the right hand of the Father.


e.  The resurrection of Christ is the guarantee of the availability of eternal salvation to any member of the human race, who believes in Him.


f.  The phrase “in accordance with the Scriptures” refers to the following passages:



(1)  Ps 16:10, “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.”



(2)  Mt 16:21, “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.”


(3)  Mt 27:62-28:10, “Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, and said, ‘Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, “After three days I am to rise again.”  Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and say to the people, “He has risen from the dead,” and the last deception will be worse than the first.’  Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how’. And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone.  Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.  And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.  The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men.  The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.  He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said.  Come, see the place where He was lying.  Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you’.  And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples.  And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them.  And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.  Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me’.”


(4)  Mk 16:1-8, “When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him.  Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.  They were saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?’  Looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away, although it was extremely large.  Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were amazed.  And he said to them, ‘Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him.  But go, tell His disciples and Peter, “He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.’”  They went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”



(5)  Lk 23:56-24:10, “Then they returned and prepared spices and perfumes.  And on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.  But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices, which they had prepared.  And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again’.  And they remembered His words, and returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.  Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.”



(6)  Jn 2:20-22, 24, “The Jews then said, ‘It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?’  But He was speaking of the temple of His body.  So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word, which Jesus had spoken.  …But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.”



(7)  Acts 2:31, “he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay.”



(8)  Acts 26:22-23, “So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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