1 Corinthians 15:35




- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The active voice indicates that someone in the Corinthian church among the false teachers and confused Corinthians will produce this action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for the reality of what will certainly take place.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone.”
“But someone will say,”
- is the interrogative adverb PWS, meaning “How” or “In what manner.”  With this we have the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, meaning “to be raised.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  The subject is asking, ‘how can we reasonably expect the dead to be raised?’  What is the normal manner in which this takes place?


The passive voice indicates that the subject receives the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and the adjective NEKROS, which is used as a substantive, and is translated, “the dead.”
“‘How are the dead raised?”
 - is the continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “And” plus the instrumental of association from the neuter singular interrogative adjective POIOS, which means “with what kind of.”  With this we have the neuter singular noun SWMA, meaning “body.”  Finally, we have the third person plural present deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a customary present and futuristic present, for what may reasonably be expected to occur.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning—those who are raised from the dead produce the action of returning to earth alive.


The indicative mood is the interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions to which factual information can be provided as an answer.

“And with what kind of body do they come?’”
1 Cor 15:35 corrected translation
“But someone will say, ‘How are the dead raised?  And with what kind of body do they come?’”
Explanation:
1.  “But someone will say,”

a.  In contrast to Paul’s previous line of argument, he now takes off on a different or contrasting way of looking at the subject of resurrection.  Hence, the conjunction of contrast ALLA, meaning ‘But’.


b.  Paul continues to use the arguments of his opponents—the false teachers and confused believers in the Corinthian church.  These are rhetorical questions the false teachers have used to lead believers astray from the truth.  But Paul will answer these rhetorical questions with the real facts concerning resurrection.


c.  These questions have been asked in the past, but Paul treats them as if they will again be asked in the future in an attempt to refute the teaching of this epistle.  So Paul cuts his opponents off by asking and answering their questions before they have the opportunity to use them against Paul and his teaching.
2.  “‘How are the dead raised?”

a.  The first rhetorical question the false teachers in Corinth have used is ‘how are the dead raised?’


b.  The false teachers kept asking other believers how do you bring dead bodies back to life?

How do you make something without life alive?  How can any dead body ever come back to life?


c.  The implication of the question is that this has never happened before; therefore, how can this possibly happen now?  Of course, these false teachers are completing ignoring three facts:



(1)  The Lord Jesus Christ created Adam from the dust of the ground.  A living person was created from dead dust.



(2)  The Lord Jesus Christ raised Lazarus from the dead.  Even though this was not resurrection, but only a resuscitation in which Lazarus would eventually die again, we still have a dead human body coming back to life.



(3)  Our Lord Jesus Christ was clearly dead on the cross, was buried, remained in His grave for three days, and then rose from the dead.


d.  This question ignores and discredits the sovereignty and omnipotence of God to do what He wants and what He is able to do.  It limits the ability of God to do what He is able, which is blasphemy.

3.  “And with what kind of body do they come?’”

a.  The second rhetorical question flows naturally from the first.  Assuming there is a bodily resurrection from the dead, then what kind of body do people have?


b.  The implication here by the false teachers is that the body cannot be a true human body, because the human body is dead and cannot be brought back to life.  Therefore, if there is a resurrection body, then it must be some sort of spiritual body and not a material body at all.


c.  The resulting logic of the false teachers then becomes: So if the resurrection body is a spiritual body rather than a physical body, there really is no resurrection from the dead, because without a true human body, the person really isn’t coming back from the dead; they are merely a different manifestation of themselves in their state of death, and this is no resurrection.


d.  Paul has heard this logic all before from the Sadducees.  This line of reasoning was nothing new.  The Greek world knew nothing of a resurrection from the dead, as can be seen from the Athenian treatment of Paul on Mars Hill, Acts 17:17-32.  The false teachers at Corinth had the same beliefs as those Athenians who sneered at Paul in Athens.  Paul will now answer their sneering.
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