1 Corinthians 15:34




- is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb EKNĒPHW, which means “become sober and is used figuratively meaning to come to one’s senses.”
  It means “to change to a state of control over one’s thought processes - ‘to come to one’s right senses, to change to a proper state of mind.  The equivalent of ‘to come to one’s senses’ may be in ‘to think again as one should think’ or ‘to no longer have crazy ideas.’”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

With this we have the adverb of manner DIKAIWS, which means “in a right manner, in a just manner, in a correct manner; justly, uprightly, correctly.”
“Come to your senses in a correct manner”
- is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” and the second person plural present active imperative from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to sin.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.  In the present tense with the negative MĒ, it means to stop doing something you are doing.

“and stop sinning,”
- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun AGNWSIA, which means “ignorance, not predominantly in the intellectual sense but, as in the speech of the mysteries a lack of religious experience or lack of spiritual discernment.”
  It means “to not understand, with the implication of a lack of capacity or ability - not to understand, to fail to understand.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “about God.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Corinth.


The active voice indicates that some of the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“for some keep on having lack of spiritual discernment about God”
 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun ENTROPĒ, meaning “shame, humiliation cf. 1 Cor 6:5.”
  It means “a state of embarrassment resulting from what one has done or failed to do: shame, embarrassment.”
  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to say, speak.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what Paul is now doing.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“I am saying this to embarrass you.”
1 Cor 15:34 corrected translation
“Come to your senses in a correct manner and stop sinning; for some keep on having lack of spiritual discernment about God.  I am saying this to embarrass you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Come to your senses in a correct manner”

a.  Paul gives a command to the false teachers in Corinth, who do not believe in the resurrection from the dead, and to all those who are following them.


b.  Paul’s command is for these believers to stop thinking irrationally.


c.  These people are not mentally ill, but they are thinking as if they are divorced from reality.


d.  Being a command, this indicates that these believers are the only ones who can fix the problem.  No one else can help them or correct them or fix their thinking for them.


e.  Since this is a command, it also indicates that these believers have the ability to fix the problem themselves.  It is a matter of listening to the correct doctrinal teaching, believing that doctrinal teaching, and then changing their own spiritual standards and values regarding resurrection.


f.  The correct manner for coming to their senses involves:



(1)  Acceptance of Paul’s authority as an eyewitness to the resurrected Christ and as an apostle of Christ.



(2)  Submitting to the teaching authority of Paul as the founder of their church.



(3)  Accepting the authority of their pastor-teacher, Sosthenes.



(4)  Accepting this epistle being written to them as the word of God.



(5)  Listening to all that Paul has to teach, believing it, and then making the decision to make it a permanent value and truth in their stream of consciousness.

2.  “and stop sinning,”

a.  These believers were sinning by rejecting the word of God, rejecting the authority of Paul, and rejecting the authority of their pastor-teacher.


b.  These believers were sinning by rejecting the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  Since this is a command, obviously volition is the issue in the cessation of sinning.


d.  These believers had the ability to believe in the resurrection of Christ.


e.  These believers had the ability to stop trying to convince others that there was no resurrection from the dead.

3.  “for some keep on having lack of spiritual discernment about God.”

a.  Paul now explains that he is certainly not talking about all of the Corinthians, but only about some of them.  We do not know exactly how many people it was, but it was enough people that Paul considered it a serious enough issue to devote the last thirty-four verses discussing it.


b.  In spite of Paul’s founding of the church (which was founded on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead as an integral part of His death, burial, and resurrection as the Messiah) and teaching about resurrection, some of the believers in this church still had a lack of spiritual discernment about God and resurrection.

c.  These believers also had the teaching of Apollos and Sosthenes as two of their pastors.  Both of them believed in the resurrection of Christ and taught the same thing as Paul.

d.  In spite of all this correct doctrinal teaching, there were still some believers in Corinth who lacked the correct spiritual understanding about the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Spiritual discernment comes from true humility, academic discipline, self-discipline, and perseverance in the perception of doctrine.


f.  Spiritual discernment does not happen over night, but takes time, patience, and the motivation of personal love for God.  Without personal or reciprocal love for God, no believer has the motivation to keep on learning, believing, and applying doctrine.


g.  Love for God keeps you going in spiritual discernment, when everything else is going wrong in your life.


h.  These believers, who said there was no resurrection from the dead, did not start out that way.  When they first believed in Christ, they accepted the fact that Christ had been raised from the dead.  Along the way, they got bored with doctrine, stopped listening, stop learning, and gradually stopped loving God.  They had no staying power in their spiritual life.  Eventually their spiritual discernment left as well.  Now they have forgotten what they learned in the beginning.

4.  “I am saying this to embarrass you.”

a.  Just to make sure there is no misunderstanding on the part of the Corinthian church, Paul lets all of them know that it is a disgrace for them to even tolerate such false teachers in their church.


b.  The Corinthians should be ashamed and embarrassed that there are people in their church who do not believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


c.  This is one of the central doctrines of Christianity.  For any false teacher to even have a hearing in a local church about there not being any resurrection is an absolute disgrace.


d.  The Corinthians should be terribly embarrassed that Paul should even have to write them about this problem.  There is no excuse for this.  This problem did not exist in any other church Paul founded, and Paul even stayed in Corinth and taught for two years to establish the church.


e.  Sinning was certainly a problem in the Corinthian church, but that was nothing compared to not believing in the resurrection of Christ.  This was an indication of complete spiritual degeneracy on the part of some of the Corinthians.

f.  For any believer in Jesus Christ to not believe in the simple, basic doctrines of the Christian faith is a total disgrace, and should be an embarrassment to that person.
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