1 Corinthians 15:33




 - is the negative particle MĒ, meaning “not” with the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb PLANAW, which means “to be misled, to be deceived, to be led astray.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time in the Corinthian church and is still going on today.


The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action of being deceived.


The imperative mood is a command.  The present imperative with the negative MĒ means to stop some act that is already in progress.  Thus the correct translation is:

“Stop being deceived:”
 - is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb PHTHEIRW, which means “destroy, ruin, corrupt, spoil, and is used in the realm of morals and religion, meaning to ruin or corrupt someone in his inner life by erroneous teaching.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth and a condition that perpetually exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that the subject produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun ETHOS, which means “custom, usage, habit; and is a proverb, occurring in Menander’s comedy.  According to Diodorus Siculus (a 1st Century BC writer) Charondas the lawgiver [V bc] champions the principle that good men would easily have their characters ruined by association with evil men.”
  With this noun we have the adjective CHRĒSTOS, which means “useful, suitable, worthy, good; (morally) good, reputable.”
  Together they mean “worthy habits, good habits, or reputable customs.”  Finally, we have the subject of the sentence in the nominative feminine plural noun HOMILIA, which means “associations, company” and the adjective KAKOS, which means “bad, evil.”
“‘evil associations destroy good habits’.”
1 Cor 15:33 corrected translation
“Stop being deceived: ‘evil associations destroy good habits’.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop being deceived:”

a.  The Corinthian believers that were positive to doctrine were being deceived by a small group of confused Corinthian believers, who claimed there was no resurrection from the dead.


b.  This is a clear case where the believers who wanted to learn the word of God were not deceiving themselves, but were being deceived by others.


c.  The deception took the form of teaching the false doctrine that there is no resurrection from the dead.


d.  The positive believers had already forgotten the teaching of Paul and now were listening to the teaching of others in the congregation rather than Sosthenes their pastor, or Apollos, or remembering what Paul taught them.


e.  Some of the confused Corinthian false teachers have spread their false teaching to many others in the congregation, so that not just a few, but now many have become confused.


f.  God never issued a command that could not be obeyed.  If God orders us to stop being deceived, then one of two things must happen.



(1)  We have to stop deceiving ourselves (which does not apply in this situation).



(2)  We must stop letting others deceive us.


g.  The only way to prevent others from deceiving you is by knowing the facts yourself.


h.  In this case, the only place anyone could get any facts about the resurrection of the dead was from God, since God is the only one with the power to give life or raise anyone from the dead.


i.  To find out the facts about resurrection, a person had to go to God’s representatives on earth and listen to what they had to say.  Those representatives were the apostles, and Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles in Corinth.


j.  So the only way these Corinthians could obey this command to stop being deceived was to listen to the teaching of the word of God as presented by the apostle Paul.


k.  If they rejected Paul, then they also were disobeying the direct, expressed will of God in this command.


l.  Therefore, if they rejected Paul’s teaching about resurrection, they continued to allow themselves to be deceived, and disobeyed the will of God.

2.  “‘evil associations destroy good habits.’”

a.  This was a famous Greek proverb, very well known to the Corinthians from the writings of Menander and Charondas the lawgiver (see the exegetical notes).

b.  The evil association was the association of Corinthian believers, who wanted to learn the truth of the word of God and the teaching of the Church Age doctrine, with the confused, false teachers among the Corinthians, who did not care about what Paul taught, but were more interested in acquiring a group of people to follow them.


c.  The good habits or good customs include several things:



(1)  The standards, values, and virtues, which the positive believers had.



(2)  The motivation to want to continue to learn doctrine on a consistent basis.



(3)  The confidence in God with the resultant personal sense of destiny.



(4)  The daily intake of the word of God as a part of their spiritual advance.



(5)  The good custom and habit that the Corinthian church had was their belief and absolute confidence in the resurrection from the dead.


d.  The false teachers (evil associates) were destroying the good habits and customs of the Corinthian believers, who were positive to the correct teaching of the word of God.



(1)  Beware of anyone who tries to change your spiritual habits and customs.  When someone else tries to change you that is a warning to you that they are generally wrong.  When God tries to change you that is a warning to you that you need to change.  When you change you, that is the only change that will last.



(2)  People who try to change your beliefs are trying to control you.  This is not the same as God trying to teach you, so that you can make your own changes in your life.



(3)  If your customary belief is that salvation was by faith in Christ apart from works, then that is a spiritual habit and custom that only evil associates will attempt to change.



(4)  If your customary belief is that personal sin in one’s life required the acknowledgment of that sin to God for renewed fellowship with Him, then that is a spiritual habit and custom that only evil associates will attempt to change.



(5)  If your customary belief is that a believer advances to spiritual maturity by learning the word of God and developing a reciprocal love for God rather than by works, works, and more works, then that is a spiritual custom and habit that only evil associates will attempt to change.



(6)  If your customary belief is that there is a resurrection from the dead, then only evil associates will attempt to change that belief.  Of course, this hit both the false teachers among the Corinthians and those believers who were listening to them right between the eyes.  Paul got their attention.

See the Doctrine of Association and Cosmic Evangelism from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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