1 Corinthians 15:30




- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Why” plus adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” and referring to Paul and those in his traveling seminary.  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb KINDUNEUW, which means “to be in danger, face danger, run a risk Lk 8:23, ‘those who are in danger’; Acts 19:40, ‘we run the risk of being charged with rioting’; Acts 19:27, ‘there is danger that this trade of ours may come into disrepute.’”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for that which has begun in the past and continues at the present time.



The active voice indicates that Paul and those with him produce the action of constantly being in danger of death.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of facts.

“Why also are we in constant danger”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” plus the noun HWRA, meaning “hour.”  This is translated “every hour” and is equivalent to our expression “all the time.”
“all the time.”

1 Cor 15:30 corrected translation
“Why also are we in constant danger all the time?”
Explanation:
1.  “Why also are we in constant danger all the time?”

a.  Paul asks a simple question of his opponents.  Why would my companions and I risk our lives constantly for something that doesn’t exist?


b.  If there is no resurrection from the dead, then would it not be terribly stupid of me to risk my life over this issue?


c.  It was well known by the confused Corinthians that the Jews wanted to kill Paul.  They knew he was in danger all the time.  This was a point he did not have to prove to them.  It was a well-known fact.


d.  Paul was not in danger occasionally, but “constantly” (the present tense of the verb) “all the time.”  This does not mean that Paul feared for his life every minute of every day.  It means that a day did not go by that Paul did not realize “this could be the day that I die.”

e.  The Jewish unbelievers wanted to kill Paul because he taught that the Mosaic Law was no longer the standard for the spiritual life.


f.  The Romans wanted to kill Paul because he taught that there was no god but the Lord Jesus Christ, not the Roman Emperor.


g.  Reversionistic believers wanted to kill Paul because he taught contrary to their beliefs and they couldn’t prove him wrong.


h.  Therefore, it makes no sense logically for Paul and others to risk their life over the subject of resurrection from the dead, if it was a false doctrine.


i.  People do not die for what they don’t believe in.  Even if a person is dead wrong, they are may be willing to die for it.  Many Christian martyrs have died for the wrong reasons—to glorify themselves.


j.  Notice that Paul was no martyr.  He was willing to die for Christ, if necessary, but he wasn’t running around trying to get himself martyred.  Paul knew a true martyr when he saw one; for Paul was an eyewitness to the first Christian martyr—Stephen.

2.  Examples of when Paul and his companions were in danger are given in other Scriptures.


a.  2 Cor 11:26, “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren.”

b.  Acts 9:23, “When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him.”

c.  Acts 13:45, “But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming.”

d.  Acts 13:50, “But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.”

e.  Acts 14:5, “And when an attempt was made by both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to mistreat and to stone them,”

f.  Acts 14:19, “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.”

g.  Acts 17:5, “But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people.”

h.  Acts 17:13, “But when the Jews of Thessalonica found out that the word of God had been proclaimed by Paul in Berea also, they came there as well, agitating and stirring up the crowds.”

i.  Acts 18:12, “But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat.”

j.  Acts 19:23-25, “About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way.  For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing no little business to the craftsmen; these he gathered together with the workmen of similar trades, and said, ‘Men, you know that our prosperity depends upon this business.’”

k.  Acts 20:3, “And there he spent three months, and when a plot was formed against him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia.”

l.  Acts 20:19, “serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews;”

m.  Acts 21:27, “When the seven days were almost over, the Jews from Asia, upon seeing him in the temple, began to stir up all the crowd and laid hands on him,”

n.  Acts 21:31, “While they were seeking to kill him, a report came up to the commander of the Roman cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion.”

o.  Acts 23:10, “And as a great dissension was developing, the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them and ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force, and bring him into the barracks.”

p.  Acts 23:12, “When it was day, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed Paul.”

q.  Acts 25:3, “requesting a concession against Paul, that he might have him brought to Jerusalem (at the same time, setting an ambush to kill him on the way).”

r.  Acts 27:42, “The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, so that none of them would swim away and escape.”

s.  Gal 2:4, “But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”

t.  1 Thes 2:15, “who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men.”
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