1 Corinthians 15:3




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to give over, hand over, deliver over,” but is also used “of oral or written tradition handed down, passed on, transmitted, related, taught, passed on as in Lk 1:2; Mk 7:13; 1 Cor 11:2; Acts 6:14; 16:4; 2 Pet 2:21; Jude 3; 1 Cor 11:23a; 15:3; Mt 11:27; Lk 10:22.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the teaching of Paul to the Corinthians for eighteen months into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of measure or degree from the neuter plural adjective PRWTOS, when used of rank or degree meaning “first, foremost, most important, most prominent as in Eph 6:2, ‘a commandment of the greatest importance, with a promise attached’ or 1 Cor 15:3, ‘among the first=most important things, i.e. as of first importance’.”

“For I related to you as the most important things”

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “that which” or “what” and referring to the doctrines relating to salvation.  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that Paul was taught by our Lord during his three years of instruction in Arabia (Gal 1:12-17) and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of learning all the doctrines of salvation from the Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“that which I also received,”

 - is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  It introduces the content of what Paul received from the teaching of the Lord.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of dying spiritually for us.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “as a substitute for our sins” Jn 11:50-2; 18:14; Rom 5:7; Jn 10:11, 15; 13:37f; 15:13; 1 Jn 3:16b; Rom 16:4; 2 Cor 12:15; Eph 3:1, 13; Col 1:24a—so especially of the death of Christ for, in behalf of mankind, the world, etc.; Mk 14:24; Lk 22:19f; Rom 5:6, 8; 8:32; 14:15; 1 Cor 1:13; 11:24; 15:3; Gal 2:20; 3:13; Eph 5:25; 1 Tim 2:6; Tit 2:14; Heb 2:9; 6:20; 1 Pet 2:21; 3:18; 1 Jn 3:16a.”
  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine plural article and noun GRAPHĒ, which means “in accordance with the Scriptures.”

“that Christ died as a substitute for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,”
1 Cor 15:3 corrected translation
“For I related to you as the most important things that which I also received, that Christ died as a substitute for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,”
Explanation:
1.  “For I related to you as the most important things”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of what he taught the Corinthians, when he first came to Corinth.


b.  The most important things he taught were those things about the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ related to our salvation.  The rest of this chapter provides the details of the most important things that Paul taught in Corinth.


c.  This chapter forms the basic doctrines of Christ, which include:



(1)  The fact that Jesus Christ is God incarnate.



(2)  The fact that our Lord died spiritually on the Cross as a substitute for us.



(3)  The fact that His spiritual death involved the imputation of all of our personal sins to Him for judgment in our place.



(4)  The fact that He died physically and rose from the dead.



(5)  The fact that there is a resurrection to eternal life and that resurrection to eternal life is available to all who believe in Christ.


d.  Without a correct understanding of these most important things the rest of the spiritual life is meaningless.

2.  “that which I also received,”

a.  This phrase refers to the training of Paul as an apostle in Arabia by our Lord after Paul’s conversion.


b.  This training took three years and is mentioned by Paul in his letter to the Galatians, 1:11-21, “For I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which was proclaimed by me, that it has not been and continues to not be as a result of mankind.  For I neither received it [the gospel] from the source of mankind nor was I instructed, but through the revelation of Jesus Christ.  For you have heard about my way of life formerly in Judaism, that I persecuted to an extraordinary degree the assembly of God and attempted to destroy it.  And so I kept on making progress in Judaism beyond many contemporaries in my nation, having been a far greater adherent of the traditions of my forefathers.  But when God, the One who separated me from the womb of my mother and called me through His grace, determined to reveal His Son to me for my benefit, that I myself might proclaim Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to the apostles before me, but I went into Arabia and returned again to Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas [Peter], and I stayed with him fifteen days, but I did not see another of the apostles except Jacob, the half-brother of the Lord.  (Now the things which I am writing to you, remember before God that I am not lying.)  Then I went into the districts of Cilicia and of Syria.”


c.  Paul received the same three years of training from the Lord as the other disciples had received.  But he was tutored personally by our Lord.


d.  This is also why Paul refers to the extraordinary quality of the divine revelations given to him in 2 Cor 12:7, “Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me to keep me from exalting myself!”


e.  Paul went to seminary for three years, was tutored by the Lord, taught all the Church Age doctrines in detail, and only after this extensive preparation was he sent out to be a missionary.


f.  Paul could not even function in his spiritual gift of apostleship until he was prepared to do so.


g.  But the point he makes here is that the Corinthians received from him the exact same gospel message that was taught to him personally by the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  “that Christ died as a substitute for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,”

a.  The first and most significant thing about the gospel message and the work of Christ is the fact that He died as a substitute for us.


b.  This death was not His physical death on the Cross, but His spiritual death.  We know this because of the qualifying phrase “for our sins.”


c.  Our Lord died for us spiritually.  Spiritual death for our Lord was receiving the imputation of all of our personal sins from God the Father.


d.  The moment the first sin of Adam’s disobedience hit Him, he was separated from God the Father in a state of spiritual death.


e.  Then all of the sins of the entire world were poured out on Him by God the Father and judged.


f.  Our Lord received the judgment that we deserved.  He sacrificed Himself as a substitute for us that we should never receive this judgment from God.


g.  No member of the human race, whether believer or unbeliever, will ever be judged for their personal sins, because the Lord Jesus Christ was judged for them.


h.  This judgment as a substitute for us is exactly what the Scriptures have always said He would do.

Isa 53:1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

Isa 53:2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.

Isa 53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

Isa 53:4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Isa 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.

Isa 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

Isa 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.

Isa 53:8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who considered that He was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of My people, to whom the stroke was due? 

Isa 53:9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth.

Isa 53:10 But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.

Isa 53:11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities.

Isa 53:12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.”
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