1 Corinthians 15:26




- is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective ESCHATOS, which is used of both time and place, and means “last.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular adjective ECHTHROS, meaning “hostile” and used as a substantive, meaning “enemy.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb KATARGEW, which means “to be abolished.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the subject—death—receives the action of being abolished.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“the last enemy will be abolished”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “Death” and refers to physical death.

1 Cor 15:26 corrected translation
“Death, the last enemy, will be abolished.”
Explanation:
1.  “Death, the last enemy”

a.  Death is the enemy of Jesus Christ and the rest of the Trinity.


b.  Death was created by Adam, when he deliberately disobeyed the known will of God.


c.  Adam committed spiritual suicide and physical death was the resulting judgment from God.


d.  God has never desired the death of anyone.  Satan has desired the death of every human being who has ever lived.

2.  “will be abolished.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  2 Tim 1:10, “but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”


(2)  Rev 20:14, “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.”


(3)  Rev 21:4, “and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”

b.  God abolishes death by the resurrection of every person who has ever lived.  This is a dogmatic fact and statement of the word of God.  On the one hand all believers in Christ are raised to eternal life with God.  On the other hand all unbelievers are raised to participate in the second death, which is everlasting life in the lake of fire.


c.  The believer dies only once.  The unbeliever dies physically and then participates in the second death, when they are thrown into the lake of fire.


d.  Physical death is not abolished until the end of human history.  This is why this is a future event, though presented as a present idea, as if it were happening right now.


e.  The love of God functions in grace to stop the horrible affects of physical death for all believers in Christ.  Separation from those we love is abolished forever.


f.  But for those who refuse to believe in Christ, they suffer the affects of the second death, which includes separation from all loved ones, forever.
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