1 Corinthians 15:21




- is the causal use of the Homeric Greek conjunction EPEIDĒ, which means “because” plus the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Therefore.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “through man” and referring to Adam.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “death” and referring to spiritual death and resultant physical death.  We have the ellipsis of the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come: [came].”
“Therefore, because death [came] through man,”
 - is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “through man” and referring to the humanity of Christ.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun ANASTASIS, meaning “resurrection” with the ablative of separation from the masculine plural noun NEKROS, meaning “from the dead.”  Again we have the ellipsis of the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come: [came].”
“resurrection from the dead also [came] through man.”
1 Cor 15:21 corrected translation
“Therefore, because death [came] through man, resurrection from the dead also [came] through man.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, because death [came] through man,”

a.  Paul now comes to a doctrinal conclusion about resurrection.



(1)  Physical death came through true humanity—the true humanity of Adam in the Garden of Eden.



(2)  Physical death is the result of spiritual death.  Spiritual death always precedes physical death.  This was true for Adam and was true for our Lord.  He had to die spiritually on the Cross before He could die physically.



(3)  Both spiritual death and physical death came through the volitional decision of Adam in the Garden of Eden—Adam making the free will decision to disobey the will of God.



(4)  Adam was the agent for the introduction of personal sin, spiritual death, and physical death into the human race.


b.  The fact that spiritual death, which culminates in physical death, came through the original sin of Adam in the garden of Eden is amplified in Rom 5:12-19, “For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] the sin of Adam entered into the world, and so [spiritual] death through the sin of Adam, consequently [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned when Adam sinned.  For until the Law, personal sin was in the world; but personal sin was not imputed when the law did not exist.  Nevertheless, [spiritual] death ruled from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam's transgression [original sin], who is a type of Him who was destined to come.  But not as that transgression [Adam's original sin] so also is that gracious gift [work of Christ].  For if by the transgression of that one [Adam] the many died [spiritual death] and they did, much more the grace of God even the gift of grace by the one Man, Jesus Christ, Who has provided super abundance for the many.  In fact the gift [Jesus Christ] is not like what occurred through one who sinned; for on the one hand the judicial verdict came by one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand that gracious gift [work of Christ] was given because of many transgressions resulting in a judicial act of justification.  For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one and it did, much more they who receive in life this surplus of grace and the gift of righteousness, they shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.  So, therefore, as through one transgression [Adam's original sin] imputed to all mankind resulting in condemnation, so also through one sentence of condemnation [the judgment of Jesus Christ] God's righteousness was imputed to all mankind resulting in justification in this life.  For as through one man's disobedience [Adam's] the many were appointed sinful [the old sin nature ruling the life through spiritual death], so also one Man's obedience the many shall be appointed righteous [imputation of righteousness and justification at salvation].”
2.  “resurrection from the dead also [came] through man.”

a.  Because spiritual and physical death came from the true humanity of the first Adam, so also resurrection from the dead must also come through the true humanity of the Last Adam.


b.  This “man” is also true humanity—the true humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was the first man ever raised from the dead.


c.  Paul is showing the confused Corinthians the logical fact that since physical death came through a man, then resurrection also had to come through a man.  Both of these men had to be equal in that they were both equally true humanity.


d.  Apparently one of the arguments of the confused Corinthians was that resurrection could not come through a mere human being.  However, Jesus Christ was no mere human being.  He was perfect, sinless, true humanity.


e.  Apparently one of the arguments of the confused Corinthians was that no man has the power to raise himself from the dead.  However, Jesus Christ did not raise Himself from the dead—God the Father and God the Holy Spirit were the agents of His resurrection.


f.  So just as spiritual and physical death came through the actions of one man, so also resurrection from the dead came through the actions of God received by one man.


g.  Just as man is the source of physical death, so also the man Christ Jesus is the source of resurrection.


h.  The man Christ Jesus saves all mankind from the curse of physical death by His obedience to the will of God the Father and resultant resurrection from the dead.
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