1 Corinthians 15:18




- is the inferential particle ARA, which means “Consequently, Then, Therefore, As a result, and “is used to emphasize a further result, and continues the apodosis of verse 17.”
  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist deponent passive participle from the verb KOIMAOMAI, which means “to fall asleep” and is used figuratively for “being dead.”

The article is used as a demonstrative or relative pronoun, meaning “those who” and referring to believers who have already died.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of dying in the past in its entirety as a whole, but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The deponent passive is passive in form, but active in meaning those who have died producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died]”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in Christ” and referring to the position of every Church Age believer of being in union with Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, who identifies us with Christ as of the moment of salvation.  This ministry is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist middle indicative from the verb APOLLUMI, which means in the middle voice, “to perish, to die.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of dying in the past in its entirety as a whole, but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The middle voice lays stress upon the subject (the believer who has died) as being intimately involved in the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“in Christ have perished.”
1 Cor 15:18 corrected translation
“Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished.”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ”

a.  Paul has a further conclusion that his critics, the false-teachers, have not realized.


b.  “Those who have fallen asleep in Christ” refers to all Church Age believers.  This would include all the friends and relatives of these false-teachers, who are also believers.


c.  To fall asleep is a picture of the physical death of the believer.


d.  The believer never really dies; for he is absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.


e.  At death, the believer receives an interim body in which his eternal life immediately begins to function.


f.  The Church Age believer is said to fall asleep because his physical body no longer functions, but his soul and spirit are still very much alive and functioning perfectly in his interim body.


g.  At the Rapture of the Church, every believer receives his permanent resurrection body, which is a new human body made of flesh and bones, which will last forever and is incapable of death or destruction.


h.  Therefore, only the believer’s body goes to sleep at death.  His physical body awakes at the Rapture of the Church, when he receives his permanent body.

2.  “have perished.”

a.  In the explanation above, we have the true and correct Church Age doctrine, which Paul himself taught in Corinth.  Now he gives the Corinthian false teachers the logical consequence of their doctrine: every believer has perished forever.



(1)  This means that they receive no resurrection body.



(2)  This means they receive no interim body.



(3)  This means the believer has no life after death.



(4)  This means there is an eternal nothingness.



(5)  This means there is no purpose in life.  What is the point to life, if there is no life after death?


b.  The truth is we have not perished.  We cannot perish.  That is the whole point of eternal salvation.  We can never perish.


c.  But these false teachers and confused Corinthians have some believers thinking that there is no resurrection.  Yet they do not realize that the ramification of this is the complete nullification of the whole purpose of salvation.


d.  This is satanic viewpoint at its most evil.


e.  So Paul has logically refuted this false position and evil thinking with another simple consequence—a consequence so dire that it would be horrifying if even remotely true.
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