1 Corinthians 15:17




- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And, Now.”  Then we have a first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ.”  Then we have the strong negative OUK, meaning “absolutely not” with the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that Christ receives the action; in this case hypothetically.


The indicative mood is declarative for a hypothetical condition to establish a false premise.

“And if Christ has not been raised,”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS with the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your faith.”  Then we have the predicate nominative feminine singular from the adjective MATAIOS, which means “idle, empty, fruitless, useless, powerless, lacking truth; ‘his religion is worthless,’ Jam 1:26.”
  The nominative of PISTIS and the predicate nominative of MATAIA imply the verb EIMI “[is]” by ellipsis.

“your faith [is] useless,”
 - is the adverb of time ETI, meaning “yet, still.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”

The present tense is a pictorial present of the state of condition of still being in spiritual death under the hypothetical condition that there is no resurrection from the dead.


The active voice indicates that every believer produces the action of still being spiritually dead.


The indicative mood is a hypothetical indicative to state the reality of the situation under these conditions.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA with the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in the sphere of your sins.”
“you are still in the sphere of your sins,”
1 Cor 15:17 corrected translation
“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith [is] useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins,”
Explanation:

1.  “And if Christ has not been raised,”

a.  This is the identical (word-for-word) premise stated in verse 14.  Paul is repeating himself again in order to hammer the point home.


b.  This is the actual belief of the false teachers in Corinth.  Paul takes up their false belief as his hypothetical premise of reality.

2.  “your faith [is] useless,”

a.  This is the apodosis of the sentence.  It is a very personal result and conclusion for these false teachers.


b.  Not only has the premise of the false teachers made liars of God (especially the Lord Jesus Christ) and all the apostles, but it also has a dramatic affect on the Corinthian false teachers.


c.  The faith of every believer has been made useless, empty, without power, without effect, and totally meaningless.



(1)  Faith is no better than its object.



(2)  The power of faith is in the object of faith.



(3)  Jesus Christ is the object of our faith.  The power is in the person of our Lord, not in us.



(4)  If our Lord has not been raised from the dead, then He has no spiritual power.



(5)  If our Lord has no spiritual power, then our faith in Him also is without any power.



(6)  If our faith has no power connected with it, or nothing from which it can draw its power, then that faith is empty, powerless, and therefore useless.



(7)  So Paul’s conclusion to the Corinthian false teachers is simple—what’s the use in believing in Christ, if He has not been raised from the dead?  Believing in someone who is just as dead as everyone else and has not been raised from the dead is meaningless, powerless, and useless.



(8)  There is no point in believing in something that is useless, empty, ineffective, and powerless.



(9)  Without confidence in the resurrection of Christ, there is no spiritual power in Christianity.



(10)  Spiritual power is the ability to think.  Believing in the resurrection of Christ is the spiritual thinking (the spiritual power) that motivates our execution of the spiritual life.



(11)  Faith in Christ is belief in His spiritual and physical death, burial, and resurrection from the dead.



(12)  Faith in the resurrection of Christ is the thinking that begins our personal love for God and appreciation of Him.



(13)  Personal love, appreciation, and gratitude for God are based on faith in our Lord’s resurrection.  If you take away the resurrection of Christ, then there is nothing for which to love God.  Therefore, we have no spiritual life.



(14)  Without the resurrection of Christ our faith is dead, useless, powerless, empty, and totally meaningless.

3.  “you are still in the sphere of your sins,”

a.  Then Paul adds an additional startling conclusion about which the false teachers in Corinth had not thought.


b.  If Christ has not been raised from the dead, that means that His spiritual sacrifice on the Cross of bearing our sins and being judged for them was not efficacious to the justice of God the Father.


c.  Therefore, if Christ has not been raised from the dead, then He did not provide eternal salvation yet.


d.  Therefore, if God has not provided eternal salvation, then every believer (including all these false teachers in Corinth) has not been saved from the effects of spiritual death.


e.  All of them still have the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the old sin nature and all of their personal sins unjudged by God.  They are still spiritually dead!  They do not have eternal life.  They do not have a spiritual life.  They do not have a human spirit.  They are still going to the eternal lake of fire.  This got their attention.


f.  The resurrection of Christ is the absolute guarantee that God the Father accepted the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross, being judged for the personal sins of the entire human race.  If there is no resurrection of Christ, there is no eternal salvation available to anyone.  We are all going to the eternal lake of fire and have no hope of rescue.


g.  Paul is making it very clear that the resurrection of Christ is one of the absolute doctrines of Christianity, without which there is no point in believing in Christ.  Christ’s resurrection means everything to us, because it is the absolute proof from God that eternal life is available to anyone who believes in Christ.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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