1 Corinthians 15:12
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- is the transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb KĒRRUSSW, which means “to announce, proclaim, or speak publicly.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the present time.  This could also be a retroactive progressive present for an action that has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The passive voice indicates that the gospel message concerning Christ receives the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which presents the action as a simple fact.

Then we have the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and is used to indicate the content of what is proclaimed.  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive and meaning “from the dead.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, meaning “to be raised.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a completed action with results that continue.


The passive voice indicates that the humanity of Christ received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead [and He is],”
- is the interrogative particle PWS, meaning “how.”  This word is used in questions denoting disapproval or rejection, meaning with what right? how dare you?
  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “they say.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that certain people are producing the action of saying something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “certain people, some people.”
“how dare some among you say”
 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  Then we have predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ANASTASIS, meaning “resurrection.”  With this we have the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “from the dead.”  Finally, we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there is no.”

The present tense is gnomic or static present for a state or condition that has always been true and continues to remain true.


The active voice indicates that the subject produces the action, that is, that resurrection does not exist.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

“that there is no resurrection from the dead?”
1 Cor 15:12 corrected translation
“Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead [and He is], how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?”
Explanation:
1.  “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead [and He is],”

a.  Paul transitions to the critical subject of this chapter—the resurrection of Christ from the dead.


b.  Paul introduces his subject with a true premise—that Christ has been proclaimed and is even now being proclaimed as having been raised from the dead.


c.  This was the message of Paul, when he first came to Corinth.


d.  This was the message of Isaiah and others in the Old Testament.


e.  This was the message of all the apostles.


f.  This was the message of all the pastor-teachers that taught in Corinth.


g.  The critical issue of the message of Christianity is that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead.


h.  Without the resurrection of Christ there is no Christianity.


i.  Paul states this premise as an absolute true fact.  To Paul, the resurrection of Christ was an undeniable fact.  He was the person most responsible for proclaiming the resurrection of Christ from the dead. 

2.  “how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?”

a.  Now Paul states the major problem in Corinth—some of the believers in Corinth were saying that there is no resurrection from the dead.


b.  This is a true contradiction in terms.  Some people in Corinth had believed in the resurrection of Christ, but now they are proclaiming He was not raised.


c.  Paul clearly is irritated with the hypocrisy and inconsistency of these believers.


d.  Not all the Corinthians had this problem, but it was more than a couple of reversionists.


e.  There were enough believers making this proclamation that it could have a detrimental effect on the message of the Church to the unbelievers in Corinth.


f.  There was no excuse for these believers saying such things.  They were totally out of line and in for tremendous divine discipline.


g.  The resurrection of Christ is the central doctrine of Christianity.  Without resurrection our Lord’s work on the Cross is without merit before God the Father.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit raised Christ from the dead as the undeniable evidence that Christ was the Messiah and that His sacrifice as a substitute for us on the Cross was efficacious.


h.  For these Christians to say that there is no resurrection was blasphemy against the work of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  It was gross evil and a complete rejection of grace.


i.  Rejection of the resurrection of Christ is rejection of the work of Christ on the Cross.


j.  Rejection of the work of Christ on the Cross means dependence on one’s own good works for salvation.


k.  Dependence on one’s own good works for salvation is legalism, arrogance, and rejection of the desire of God for all mankind—that they believe in Christ and Him raised from the dead.
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