1 Corinthians 14:38




- is the continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Furthermore, Moreover.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AGNOEW, which means “not to know, be ignorant, disregard; not to recognize, (cf. Rom 10:3) if anyone disregards (it), he is disregarded (by God) 1 Cor 14:38.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for an action that is stated as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that certain male believers who think they have the spiritual gift of communication of God’s word produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Furthermore, if anyone does not recognize [this]”

 - is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb AGNOEW, which means in the passive, “to not be recognized.”


The present tense is a futuristic present for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the person who thinks he has a spiritual communication gift but rejects the authority of Scripture receives the action of not being recognized by God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“he will not be recognized.”
1 Cor 14:38 corrected translation
“Furthermore, if anyone does not recognize [this], he will not be recognized.”

Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, if anyone does not recognize [this]”

a.  Paul adds an additional thought and principle, and he frames in the form of a first class conditional clause, which means this is something that is going to happen in the Church Age.


b.  The indefinite pronoun TIS, translated “anyone,” refers to a male believer, who thinks he has the God-given ability through a spiritual gift to communicate the word of God.


c.  There is no object stated because the object is obvious from the previous context.  The object of the verb is the subject of the previous thought—that the things Paul is writing are the word of God.  Therefore, the complete sentence would be, “if anyone does not recognize that the things which I am writing are the commandment of the Lord.”


d.  But the key thought here is tied up in the meaning of the verb AGNOEW.



(1)  Some believers think they have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, but they do not accept the Scriptures as the authoritative word of God.



(2)  These believers become false teachers of the word of God because they reject the authority of the word o God.



(3)  They do not recognize or accept the fact that what Paul is teaching is direct revelation from God the Holy Spirit and a part of the infallible word of God.



(4)  They disregard Paul’s teaching as the word of God and consider it only the opinions of a spiritual bully.



(5)  They reject the authority of God, the authority of the message of God as communicated to His apostle, and the apostleship of Paul.  Therefore, there is a consequence these believers will pay for their rejection of the word of God as presented by Paul.
2.  “he will not be recognized.”


a.  The believer who does not recognize the divinely inspired authority of Paul’s message in writing to the Corinthians will not be recognized either.


b.  There are three groups of people who will not recognize these believers.



(1)  The three members of the Supreme Court of Heaven.



(2)  The elect angels will not recognize them as testifying on behalf of God in Satan’s appeal trial.



(3)  All believers who accept and recognize the divine authority of Scripture from the hand of the apostle Paul.  Any believer who is positive to doctrine recognizes the divinely inspired message of Paul.  This is especially true of a person with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


c.  Therefore, those who do not accept Paul’s writing as a part of the divinely inspired message to the Church will never be recognized by other members of the Church as truly having a spiritual gift of divine communication.


d.  One of the key criteria for recognizing whether or not a man has the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is his attitude toward the writings of Paul.  This is absolutely critical for deacons to understand; for they have the responsibility of recognizing and acknowledging the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher by those men in their church.


e.  “Being recognized” means having your authority accepted as a pastor-teacher by the rest of the congregation of a local church.  No group of believers will ever recognize the authority of a pastor who does not recognize the authority of Paul’s writings as Scripture.


f.  No man can be a true pastor and reject the authority of the word of God.  He will not be recognized as God’s representative apart from acceptance of the authority of God’s word.  He will be rejected by both God and man.
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