1 Corinthians 14:37




- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If and it’s true” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DOKEW, which means “to think, believe, suppose, consider.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for an action that is stated as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that certain believers in Corinth thought something about themselves.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative to indicate that this is a supposition from the viewpoint of reality.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PROPHĒTĒS, which means “a person with the spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “he is.”


The present tense is a static present for a state of being that currently exists (and will continue to do so for as long as the believer remains alive).


The active voice indicates that certain believers in Corinth (and throughout the Church Age) produce the action of believing that they have a spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation.


The infinitive is an infinitive introducing indirect discourse and is translated “that he is.”
This is followed by the disjunctive conjunction Ē, meaning “or.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “spiritual.”

“If anyone thinks that he is a person with the spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation or spiritual,”

- is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EPIGINWSKW, which means “to know, understand, recognize.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates the believer with a communication gift or anyone who thinks they are spiritual in the Christian life produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the things which.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “I am writing.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“he must recognize the things which I am writing to you”

 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and indicating what must be recognized.  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “it is.”


The present tense is a static present for a state that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the commandment Paul is writing produces the action of belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of the word of God.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ENTOLĒ, meaning “commandment.”

“that it is the commandment of the Lord.”
1 Cor 14:37 corrected translation
“If anyone thinks that he is a person with the spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation or spiritual, he must recognize the things which I am writing to you that it is the commandment of the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “If anyone thinks that he is a person with the spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation or spiritual,”

a.  This is a first class conditional clause, which means that there were definitely men that thought they had some kind of spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation, whether prophet, pastor, evangelist, knowledge, etc.


b.  This is directed mostly to those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  Paul knew that the other spiritual gifts were being phased out, especially now that the New Testament Scripture was being communicated by God and reduced to writing.


c.  So Paul recognizes that there will be many male believers, not only in Corinth, but all over the Roman Empire, who will come to recognize they have some sort of spiritual gift for the communication of the word of God.


d.  The two primary spiritual gifts that communicate the word of God are the gift of evangelist, which functions outside the local church, and the gift of pastor-teacher, which functions inside the local church.


e.  A male believer does not recognize he has a spiritual communication gift until he learns some doctrine.


f.  While learning that doctrine a very important thing must happen—he must recognize the absolute, dogmatic fact that the contents of the New Testament are the word of God.  If that fact is not impressed upon the soul of the believer, then he does not have a spiritual gift of communication of God’s word.


g.  Recognizing you have a spiritual communication gift requires thought on your part.  The main thought you must have is that the word of God is the most important, most wonderful, most cherished thing in life.  If you don’t believe that, think that, or recognize that, then you do not have a spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation.  Instead you are only fooling yourself.

2.  “he must recognize the things which I am writing to you”

a.  Paul lays the issue on the line for those male believers in Corinth, who think they have the right to get up in front of the congregation and teach the word of God.


b.  The first thing they have to do is recognize Paul’s authority as an apostle.  If they cannot recognize Paul’s authority, then they probably do not have a spiritual communication gift.


c.  In this particular situation, this means that they had to accept everything that Paul had written in this epistle as divinely inspired Scripture.


d.  That means that they would have to reject their faction and have nothing to do with any of the factions in the church that were causing divisions.


e.  They had to accept Paul’s doctrinal teaching as the absolute authority of God’s word.


f.  They had to have enough humility to recognize and accept the fact that God had delegated authority over them to another human being, who was responsible to God for their training and doctrinal inculcation.


g.  They had to recognize and accept the other epistles that Paul had written to the other churches (such as the Thessalonians) as also the word of God.

3.  “that it is the commandment of the Lord.”

a.  The ultimate test for whether or not a man has the gift of pastor-teacher or evangelist is—do they accept the teachings of the New Testament as the infallible, inerrant word of God?


b.  The contents of the New Testament are the infallible, inerrant word of God.  Without this belief, no man can teach the contents of the New Testament with authority or accuracy.


c.  You cannot teach accurately what you do not believe to be true.


d.  You cannot teach dogmatically what you do not believe to be true.


e.  You cannot have a spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation unless you accept the contents of the New Testament as the authoritative word of God.


f.  If you do not accept the word of God as your final authority in life, you do not have a spiritual communication gift.  This would separate the false teachers in Corinth from the true believers with communication spiritual gifts and a message from God.  The real message from God was this epistle, which would be taught by a pastor-teacher sent back to the Corinthians to do so.
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