1 Corinthians 14:35




- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Furthermore.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the desire of the wife to learn into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the wife produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the thought of the main verb.

Then we have the main verb in the third person plural present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to desire, want, or wish.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the wife produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Furthermore, if they want to learn anything [and they do],”

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun OIKOS, meaning “at home.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own” with the noun ANĒR, meaning “husbands.”  Then we have the third person plural present active imperative from the verb EPERWTAW, which means “to ask.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the wives produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“they must ask their own husbands at home.”

 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective AISCHROS, which means “ugly, shameful, or base.  It is used in the neuter in the expression  with the infinitive following and means it is disgraceful for someone: for a woman to cut her hair 1 Cor 11:6; to speak in a meeting 14:35.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”

The present tense is static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the wife speaking in a worship service produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the dative of disadvantage from the feminine singular noun GUNĒ, meaning “for the wife.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Christian wife produces the action of speaking in a public worship service.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action and thought of the main verb.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “in the assembly.”

“For it is a disgrace for the wife to speak in the assembly.”
1 Cor 14:35 corrected translation
“Furthermore, if they want to learn anything [and they do], they must ask their own husbands at home.  For it is a disgrace for the wife to speak in the assembly.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, if they want to learn anything [and they do]”

a.  Paul continues his explanation with a true premise.  This is a first class conditional clause, which means that it is a supposition from the viewpoint of reality.  This is a condition that truly exists in human history.


b.  Wives want to learn.  There is nothing wrong with this.  It is an honorable desire on their part.


c.  Learning the word of God is the most important thing any person can do in life; for it is the only way a person can come to the point of personal love for God.


d.  Paul states what normally occurs among Christian wives in a local church—they want to be a part of everything that is going on and want to understand the spiritual life as much as their husbands.  Obviously there are exceptions to this rule.  There will always be those who could care less about the teaching of the word of God and just go to church for social life.  This became a problem in the Corinthian church, with many of the women being more interested in turning the worship service into a social event—a big banquet with those speaking in tongues as the big entertainment.


e.  So Paul directs his statement toward those women who did not agree with the social crowd in the Corinthian church.  Paul is going to tell them what they need to do to avoid being associated with this crowd of women.


f.  Therefore, this statement by Paul has a twofold purpose:



(1)  To inform those wives positive to doctrine of exactly what they should do as a part of the protocol for the worship service, so that they will respect the authority of their husbands and bring honor on themselves.



(2)  To warn those wives negative to doctrine of exactly what they should be doing to correct their disgraceful, rude, arrogant behavior in the worship service.

2.  “they must ask their own husbands at home.”

a.  This is a command not an entreaty on the part of Paul.  He is telling them exactly what the correct behavior is.


b.  There are several reasons for asking their husbands.



(1)  The husband is the leader of the family.  Asking him is a sign of respect for his authority as the leader.



(2)  As the spiritual leader of the family, the husband is expected to know the answer to any doctrinal question his wife might ask.  If he cannot answer, then he should ask himself why he does know the answer, and fix the problem by learning the answer.



(3)  Paul makes a basic assumption that the husband in the Christian home is positive to doctrine and the leader in the home.  This is an indirect message to the husband to be the leader in the home and be prepared to explain doctrine to his wife when he needs to.



(4)  This demands positive volition, consistency in learning, and repetition in learning on the part of the husband.  He can measure his spiritual life by his ability to answer his wife’s questions.



(5)  The greatest subject for conversation in the world is Bible doctrine.  Husbands and wives should be talking to each other on a consistent and regular basis.  Bible doctrine should be a part of their conversation on a regular basis.



(6)  The wife should never be afraid to ask any question of her husband regarding Bible doctrine.  The husband should never be afraid to answer any question of his wife regarding Bible doctrine.


c.  Asking “at home” is a significant inclusion in this clause.  The sentence would have made perfect sense without it.  Therefore the fact Paul included this phrase is significant.  Why?



(1)  It maintains the privacy of the husband and wife’s priesthood.  If the woman asks the question in public, then all know her ignorance or misunderstanding, and she could be embarrassed by this.  If the husband gives an incorrect answer in public or does not know the answer, then the wife has made him look bad publicly, which is disrespect for his authority.



(2)  The worship service in a local church is not a place for doctrinal discussion of the meaning of a passage.  It is the place for the dogmatic, definitive teaching of exactly what the passage means.  This is the job of the pastor.  He is to be the expert on the Scripture.  He doesn’t discuss or debate the meaning with anyone, but teaching them exactly what it does mean and why.  The home is the place for discussion, debate, or research of a doctrinal subject.

3.  “For it is a disgrace for the wife to speak in the assembly.”

a.  Paul gives a further explanation for why the wife should not speak publicly in the assembly worship of the local church—it is a disgrace for her to do so.


b.  This is not a disgrace just because it was the current standard of society at the time.  This is the word of God and Church Age doctrine, which applies to every generation of the Church Age.


c.  When the wife asks questions publicly in the worship service, she is implying that her husband does not know the answer.  Therefore, she disrespects him.  Disrespect of her husband is dishonoring to the Lord, which brings disgrace upon herself.


d.  The husband is the authority in Christian marriage.  The wife is commanded to respect him.  Respect means not doing or saying anything that would embarrass the other person in public.  Paul wants to maintain the husband’s leadership role in the family and stop the blatant disregard for orderliness in the worship service by certain factions in the Corinthian church.  This statement indicates that there were women in the Corinthian church, who were disregarding the decorum of the worship service, embarrassing their husbands publicly, and being disgraceful by their arrogant attitudes of demanding answers.


e.  So it was very important for Paul to establish a standard that would set apart the two kinds of women in the local church for all to recognize.



(1)  On the one hand there were those with respect for the authority of their husbands, who loved the teaching of the word of God, and had a mental attitude of humility and personal love for God.



(2)  On the other hand there were those who did not accept the authority of their husband’s or any man for that matter, who only wanted to argue and debate what the word of God said, and had a mental attitude of arrogance and preoccupation with self.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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