1 Corinthians 14:33




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the absolute, dogmatic negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “He is.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for an absolute truth that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun AKATASTASIA, which means “disturbance 2 Cor 6:5; of disorder, unruliness Jam 3:16; 2 Cor 12:20; insurrections Lk 21:9.”
  “It means ‘instability,’ it denotes ‘a state of disorder, disturbance, confusion, tumult’.”
  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “a God.”

“For He is not a God of disorder”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, harmony, order, “in its widest sense as the normal state of all things.  In 1 Cor 14:33 peace is for Paul the normal state as distinct from the confusion of unruly prophesying at Corinth.”
  “The God of peace” is a title used in Rom 15:33; 16:20; Phil 4:9; 1 Thes 5:23; Heb 13:20; cf. 1 Cor 14:33; 2 Cor 13:11.”

“but of order.”
 - this phrase (“As in all the assembles of the saints”) properly belongs to the next verse and is explained and included in the next verse.
1 Cor 14:33 corrected translation
“For He is not a God of disorder but of order.”

Explanation:
1.  “For He is not a God of disorder”

a.  Paul will further clarify this principle in verse 40, “But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.”


b.  This is a declarative statement in Scripture and does not need to be proved from any other source.


c.  God does not create disorder.  This can be seen in the perfect order and arrangement of the universe.


d.  God does not create confusion.  This can be seen in the perfect, logical explanations of the word of God.


e.  God does not create disharmony.  This can be seen in the fact that God is called the God of peace or the “God of Harmony” as one of His many titles.  Rom 15:33; 16:20; Phil 4:9; 1 Thes 5:23; Heb 13:20; cf. 1 Cor 14:33; 2 Cor 13:11.


f.  God is the author and creator of orderliness, rule, structure, authority, harmony, and understanding in all of His creation.


g.  Satan is the author and creator of confusion, rebellion, rejection of authority, discord, strife, and misunderstanding among creatures.
2.  “but of order.”


a.  God is a God of order, structure, and harmony.


b.  This carries over into the worship of the local church.  That is Paul’s point here.


c.  Since God is the creator of harmony, there must be harmony and order in the worship service.


d.  This is why each person with something to say must speak one at a time.  This is why those with divine revelation from God must speak, while all others sit down, keep silent and listen.


e.  God has established order and structure in the worship service that there may be harmony among all in the worship of God.


f.  There is no harmony in the worship of God as long as there is confusion in the local church worship service.  You cannot have three people trying to teach doctrine, four people speaking in tongues, two people trying to interpret what was spoken in tongues, eight people singing, and five people praying all at the same time.  That is mass confusion and exactly what Satan would like to see in the worship service; for that would be dishonoring to the Lord.


g.  Each part of worship is to be done separately, in order, one thing at a time, with one person speaking at a time and with one person in charge (whether it was Paul, Timothy, Apollos, or Sosthenes.)


h.  So Paul’s point here, which he will repeat in verse 40, is that everything that is done in the local church worship service must be done in an orderly and structured manner that promotes harmony and understanding among believers in that local church.
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