1 Corinthians 14:31




- is the inferential use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “Therefore.”  This is followed by the second person plural present deponent middle indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, meaning “to be able.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—all believers with spiritual communication gifts are capable of producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the special use of the adverbial accusative of measure to convey a distributive idea from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one by one.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “everyone, all.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb PROPHĒTEUW, which means “to proclaim divine revelation.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for an action at a point in time without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.

“Therefore everyone [with a spiritual gift of communication] can proclaim divine revelation one by one,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces purpose clauses and result clauses.  Here it introduces a result clause and should be translated “so that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as substantive, meaning “all, everyone.”  Then we have the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb MANTHANW, meaning “to learn.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer produces the action of being able to learn doctrine.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce the result clause and indicates a potential, depending on the volition of each individual believer.

“so that everyone may learn”
 - is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as substantive, meaning “all, everyone.”  Finally, we have the third person plural present passive subjunctive from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to be encouraged, to be comforted.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice indicates that all the members of the congregation receive the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce the result clause and indicates a potential, depending on the volition of each individual believer to concentrate and learn something in the worship service.

“and everyone may be encouraged.”
1 Cor 14:31 corrected translation
“Therefore everyone [with a spiritual gift of communication] can proclaim divine revelation one by one, so that everyone may learn and everyone may be encouraged.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore everyone [with a spiritual gift of communication] can proclaim divine revelation one by one,”

a.  A logical conclusion results from believers with spiritual gifts of communication of divine revelation being able to speak in the worship service instead of those with the gift of tongues.


b.  Each believer (the two or three believers previously suggested by Paul) with a spiritual gift of divine revelation can then do what God wants: stand up and teach the congregation in an orderly manner one at a time.


c.  They are not all to speak at once, but do so one by one.  In this manner everyone in the congregation will understand what is being said and there will be no confusion.

2.  “so that everyone may learn”

a.  The result is that everyone in the congregation will learn something about the word of God, the message of God, and the divine revelation from God.


b.  This is the purpose of the worship service in the local church during the entire period of the Church Age (both pre and post canon periods)—God expects us to learn something about Him.


c.  Learning requires several things in the local church.



(1)  The person teaching must have the proper spiritual gift.



(2)  The teacher must be prepared to teach.  This requires academic preparation, study, and organization of his thoughts.



(3)  The teacher must be in fellowship with God and in a state of genuine humility.



(4)  The congregation must be prepared to learn.  This requires preparation, organization, and a state of genuine humility.




(a)  The believer is prepared by making sure he or she is in fellowship with God through the use of the rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9.




(b)  The believer is organized by making sure they arrive on time and have a Bible.




(c)  The believer is in a state of genuine humility by recognizing the fact that they are a student and not the teacher.  They must be objective and willing to give the entire message a full hearing without prejudice or preconceived ideas about what the Scripture teaches.



(5)  Learning requires that all believers in the local church have the privacy of their priesthood and are not distracted by the gossip, maligning, or antagonism of others.

3.  “and everyone may be encouraged [receive comfort].”

a.  An additional result occurs—everyone in the congregation receives encouragement and comfort from the teaching of the word of God.


b.  Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ.”

c.  Col 4:8 “[Tychikos] whom I have sent face to face with you for this very purpose, that you might begin to understand our situation and that he might encourage your hearts.”


(1)  Paul is sending Tychikos to encourage the hearts (thinking) of the Colossian believers through the doctrine contained in this epistle (Colossians) and the epistle to the Ephesians.



(2)  Correct doctrinal teaching is always an encouragement to the soul of the positive believer.




(a)  One of the greatest functions of the pastor is to encourage the members of his congregation.




(b)  He does not do this by patting them on the head and telling them everything will be all right, but by teaching them honestly, faithfully, and consistently, so that the doctrine resident in their own souls will be the crutch they lean on.




(c)  Once you become a mature believer, you are expected to motivate and encourage yourself.  As a mature believer, you are able to recall the doctrine in the memory center of your soul, form that doctrine into one or more of the spiritual solutions, and then apply that doctrine to your own circumstances.




(d)  You are a royal priest.  You do not need anyone else to encourage you once you grow up spiritually.  However, as immature believers, we all need encouragement from the daily teaching of the word of God.


d.  Heb 10:25, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as is the habit of some, but for the purpose of encouragement.”


(1)  We assemble for the purpose of encouragement.  What is encouragement in assembly?  Perception of Bible doctrine, not Christian fellowship.



(2)  Encouragement comes from fellowship with invisible God.  The manifestation of invisible God is Bible doctrine.  The only way you can have fellowship with invisible God is to learn Bible doctrine.  The only way you can learn Bible doctrine is to expose yourself to doctrine every time the doors of the church are open.



(3)  Encouragement comes from Bible doctrine, not from Christian fellowship.  Someone may inspire you to come to Bible class once, but that cannot keep you there.  What keeps you coming to Bible class is your own motivation from your own understanding and perception of doctrine, and making it the number one priority in your life.



(4)  Assembling with other believers in a local church or its equivalent is for the purpose of encouragement through the perception of Bible doctrine.



(5)  God always supplies a right pastor-teacher with doctrine for the positive believer.  Accurate Bible teaching can only come through someone who is prepared and who is teaching line upon line, precept upon precept, especially the mystery doctrines for the Church Age.


e.  Phil 2:1-2, 5, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ [and there is], if there is any comfort from love [and there is], if there is any fellowship with the Spirit [and there is], if there is any affections and mercies [and there is]; be filled with my happiness that you might be thinking the same things [divine viewpoint], having the same virtue, united in soul, intent on one objective; ...have this thinking in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”


(1)  Phil 2:1 presents a protasis of a first class condition, meaning that everything in verse one is true.  People seek encouragement from many people for many reasons, but we are to seek encouragement from Christ.  Your spiritual life depends upon encouragement from Christ.  Encouragement from Christ comes from the doctrine given to the Church Age believer.  At spiritual maturity, your spiritual dependence on people ceases to exist, your dependence on God is paramount.  Occupation with Christ is the key to encouragement in Christ.  Your spiritual encouragement in life doesn’t depend upon any emotionalism or any other human work.  Occupation with Christ is structured entirely upon your perception of the word of God.  When you have suffering, disaster, shocks, pressures, it is the spiritual solutions that handle the problems and become encouragement in Christ.



(2)  Comfort for the believer must come from the personal love of God the Father for the believer and the believer’s personal love for God the Father.  There is comfort from personal love for God the Father in times of adversity and in times of any success or prosperity.  There is comfort from unconditional love for all mankind.  But individual personal love in friendship, romance, or marriage is not included in this concept of spiritual comfort from love.


f.  Rom 15:4, “For as many doctrines as have been written before, for our instruction they were written, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have hope.”

g.  1 Thes 3:2, “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine.”


(1)  Timothy was a pastor-teacher.  He was being sent to comfort and encourage these believers through the teaching of the word of God.


(2)  One of the greatest and most important purposes of the word of God in our souls is to provide information that God the Holy Spirit can use as a comfort to us in times of adversity and to act as an encouragement to us in times of discouragement.



(3)  Bible doctrine in our souls is our comfort and our encouragement.  We carry our encouragement with us wherever we go.



(4)  The function of the pastor is to be a comfort and encouragement to his congregation when they need it, just as mature believers need to do likewise for immature believers when they need it.  And the pastor performs this comfort and encouragement through the teaching of the word of God.


h.  1 Thes 4:18, “Therefore comfort one another with these doctrines.”

i.  The Holy Spirit is the source of comfort, Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria were having prosperity, having been edified; and advancing in respect for the Lord; in fact, in the comfort from the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”

j.  One of the functions of communication gifts is to “strengthen the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in doctrine, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God,” Acts 14:22.


k.  The word of God produces encouragement among positive believers, Acts 15:30-32, “And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.  And Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message.”

l.  Paul constantly comforted and encouraged believers, Acts 20:1-2, where the word PARAKALĒSAS (Aorist Active Participle) is mistranslated “exhorted.”

m.  Encouragement is a grace gift from God, Rom 15:5, “Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus.”

n.  The major passage on comfort is 2 Cor 1:3-7.



(1)  God the Father is the source of comfort, 2 Cor 1:3-4, “Blessed be the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,”


(2)  God comforts us and expects us to comfort others, 2 Cor 7:4, “who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”


(3)  We have comfort through are relationship with Christ, 2 Cor 7:5, “For just as we have the sufferings of Christ in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.”


(4)  The comfort provided by God is taught through affliction, 2 Cor 7:6, “But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and deliverance; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer.”


(5)  All believers who are positive to doctrine share in suffering and in comfort, 2 Cor 1:7, “and our confidence in you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers in our sufferings, so also you are sharers in our comfort.”  Compare 2 Cor 7:4, “Great is my confidence in you, great is my boasting on your behalf; I am filled with comfort.  I am overflowing with joy in all our affliction.”

o.  Positive volition to doctrine is a great comfort to those who teach doctrine, 2 Cor 7:13, “For this reason we have been comforted.”  Compare verses 5-7.


p.  God has given us eternal comfort, 2 Thes 2:16, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, even God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good confidence by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.”
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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