1 Corinthians 14:20



- is the nominative used as a vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, which means “Brethren” or “Fellow-believers.”  With this we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun PAIDON, which is the diminutive of the noun PAIS, and means “a very young child, infant, child.  It is used figuratively with reference to the intellect: children as far as the mind is concerned 1 Cor 14:20.”
  Then we have the second person plural present deponent middle imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be: being.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  When the present tense is used with the negative MĒ, it means to stop an action already in progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the Corinthian believers are commanded to stop producing this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have either the dative of reference or locative of sphere from the feminine plural article and noun PHREN, which is found “in our literature only in this verse and only in the plural as thinking, understanding.”
  The article is used as a personal pronoun, meaning “your.”  This is more likely a locative of sphere, since the parallel phrase on the other side of the contrast in the next phrase is a locative of sphere.

“Brethren, stop being little children in the sphere of your thinking,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun KAKIA, which means “in the sphere of evil” and refers to the plan of Satan.  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb NĒPIAXW, which means “to be as a child” and is only used here in the New Testament.  The noun is used of children under the age of ten years old.


The present tense is durative present for that which began in the past and is continuing at the present time.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“but be as a child in the sphere of evil,”
 - is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural article used as a personal pronoun “your” and noun PHĒN, meaning “in the sphere of your thinking, understanding.”  Then we have the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective TELEIOS, which basically means “having attained the end or purpose, complete, or perfect.  When used of persons, it is used of age, meaning full-grown, mature, or adult.  It is used of persons who are fully up to standard in a certain respect, meaning perfect, complete, expert, fully developed in a moral sense.”
  Finally, we have the second person plural present deponent middle imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the Corinthian believers being commanded to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“and become mature in the sphere of your thinking.”

1 Cor 14:20 corrected translation
“Brethren, stop being little children in the sphere of your thinking, but be as a child in the sphere of evil, and become mature in the sphere of your thinking.”
Explanation:
1.  “Brethren, stop being little children in the sphere of your thinking,”

a.  “To prefer tongues is to be childish. The Corinthians should use reason and press on to maturity.”


b.  Paul still considers the Corinthians as fellow-believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Just because they have become immature in their thinking and resultant actions does not make them any less believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  They were the worst bunch of Christians in the first century, yet once sons always sons.  They never lost their salvation even though they became involved in evil, as Paul clearly states here.


c.  Paul gives them a dogmatic command.  He exercises his authority as an apostle.  Notice that he targets their thinking, not their actions.  Why?  Because actions follow thought and decision.  The problem is not the action; the problem is the thought producing the action.  If the Corinthians are to correct their actions, they must first correct their thinking.


d.  The Corinthians were thinking like little children.  They considered the temporary, spectacular spiritual gifts as the be-all and end-all of the spiritual life.  They were captivated by the glamour and glitter of the temporary gifts, the way the spectacular gifts captivated the attention of unbelievers, and the extraordinary events that occurred when someone was healed or performed a miracle or spoke in a foreign language.  They were like little children wanting the magician to perform another magic trick and continue to entertain them.


e.  So Paul orders them to grow up in their thinking.  What does it take to execute this command?



(1)  For a child to grow up in their thinking they have to learn what is truth.



(2)  They have to learn the real versus the unreal.



(3)  They have to learn self-control.  This requires enforced discipline, structure, rules, boundaries, etc.



(4)  We are no different in the spiritual life.  We also need structure, boundaries, enforced self-discipline and constant learning.



(5)  All of this requires repetition of the same lessons.  Children rarely learn the lesson the first time you tell them, “Don’t do that.”  It has to be repeated.  Lessons in the spiritual life are no different.


f.  Remember that Paul had taught them for eighteen months everyday face-to-face.  They had enough doctrine from his teaching to not be thinking like little children or producing evil.  They had learned, advanced doctrinally, and had now retrogressed back to the point of spiritual childhood.  Believers do retrogress spiritually and return to old values and the ways of their spiritual childhood.

2.  “but be as a child in the sphere of evil,”

a.  On the other side of the coin Paul gives them a positive command to be like a child when it comes to the thinking of evil.


b.  Evil is the satanic system of thinking, which centers on arrogance, self-centeredness, the arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, self-gratification, and self-absorption), rejection of God, and religion as a way of life.


c.  By turning their spiritual life into a system of religion, the Corinthians were involved in the sphere of evil.  Paul commands them to not do this by demanding that they not learn the ways of evil.


d.  A child knows nothing of evil because they have not yet learned enough about right and wrong, truth and error, the real and the unreal to distinguish God’s plan of good from Satan’s plan of evil and choose for the former versus the latter.


e.  Paul wants them to stay ignorant of all the evil systems of thought that produce all the evil systems of religion.  This includes all the distractions to doctrine like making temporary spiritual gifts more important than what God intended.


f.  This is a command for childlike innocence with regard to the evil thinking of rejection of God and God’s plan for the spiritual life of the Church Age.

3.  “and become mature in the sphere of your thinking.”

a.  This command is the heart and soul of Paul’s theology.  Everything Paul thought and did centered on this idea.


b.  This is the command to execute the spiritual life of the Church Age.


c.  This is the command to become an invisible hero.


d.  This is the command to reach spiritual maturity.


e.  This is the command to attain Pleroma status.


f.  Notice that the verb “become” indicates something that does not happen instantly but takes time.  No one becomes mature by one decision, but by thousands of decisions.


g.  The fact we have a command indicates that this is an attainable goal.


h.  The fact the command is given to the entire church of Corinth indicates that all believers have equal opportunity to attain spiritual maturity.


i.  Spiritual maturity occurs in our thinking.  Our decisions are a result of our thinking.  Our actions are a result of our decisions.

4.  Since we are commanded to attain spiritual maturity, we must understand the entire concept of spiritual maturity; therefore, the importance of understanding the doctrine of Spiritual Maturity.

See the Doctrine of Spiritual Maturity from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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