1 Corinthians 12:8




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the Attic Greek construction MEN…DE, which means “on the one hand…on the other hand,” but when used of persons, as it is here, it means “the one…the other.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS used as a “demonstrative pronoun, meaning this (one), but means the one…the other; (is then repeated five times, and before the last one there is a second ) 1 Cor 12:8-10.”
  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “by the Spirit” and is a reference to the Holy Spirit.  The word in the ablative indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb (DIDWMI) in the passive voice.  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The present tense is a durative present for that which has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The passive voice indicates that Church Age believers receive the action of being given certain things by God the Holy Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that we receive spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “the proclamation, instruction, teaching, message Lk 4:32; 10:39; Jn 4:41; 17:20; Acts 2:41; 4:4; 10:44; 1 Cor 1:17; 2:1; proclamation of wisdom, speaking wisely; Cf. 1 Cor 14:9; 15:2; 2 Cor 1:18; 6:7; 10:10.”
  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “of wisdom.”  The word wisdom is a reference to the understanding of how to apply Bible doctrine correctly.  This phrase refers to a spiritual gift, which gave the person the ability to proclaim, teach, and instruct others in the message of metabolized Bible doctrine=wisdom.

“For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person,”

 - is the other half of the MEN…DE construction with the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective ALLOS, meaning “other.”  Together they mean “to the other person.”  Implied by ellipsis is the present passive indicative of the verb DIDWMI, meaning “to be given.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “proclamation, teaching, instruction, or message.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun GNWSIS, meaning “of knowledge.”  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA.  KATA plus the accusative of reference is often translated “in accordance with” or “according to.”  But  “the meaning ‘in accordance with’ can also disappear entirely, so that KATA means simply because of, as a result of, on the basis of, for Mt 19:3; Gal 2:2; Cf. Rom 2:5; 1 Cor 12:8; Eph 1:5; 4:22b; Phil 4:11; 1 Tim 5:21; 2 Tim 1:9; Tit 3:5; Phlm 14; 1 Pet 1:3.”
  With this we have the adjective AUTOS, meaning “the same” and the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor 12:8 corrected translation
“For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person, but the ability to proclaim and teach the message of knowledge [is being given] to the other person on the basis of the same Spirit,”
Explanation:
1.  “For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person,”


a.  Verses eight through ten is an illustration of Paul’s point using various spiritual gifts given by God the Holy Spirit at salvation.


b.  Each spiritual gift mentioned in verses 8-10 is a temporary spiritual gift.


c.  The first temporary spiritual gift mentioned here is a communication gift called the “Message of Wisdom” or the “Proclamation of Wisdom” or the “Teaching of Wisdom.”


d.  Wisdom is the ability to apply Bible doctrine we have learned accurately and correctly.


e.  Wisdom comes from not only learning doctrine, but from using that doctrine to solve problems and face difficulties and testing in life.


f.  The problem at the time that Paul wrote this was that most of the New Testament Canon had not yet been written.  Only the following books had been written and were not even circulated: James, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, and Galatians.


g.  Therefore, since the canon was not yet completed, God the Holy Spirit gave certain men the ability to explain thoughts, ideas, concepts, and doctrines that would be included in the canon of Scripture before they were set down in writing.


h.  One of these spiritual gifts was the ability to proclaim, teach, or instruct people in how to apply Church Age doctrine correctly.


i.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher also has this ability and would eventually take over this function exclusively.  But the spiritual gift was necessary temporarily while various men were being trained as pastors throughout the Empire during the twenty-five years of Paul’s missionary activity.


j.  This spiritual gift was especially important during the first twenty years of the Church Age before any of the New Testament books were written.

2.  “but the ability to proclaim and teach the message of knowledge [is being given] to the other person on the basis of the same Spirit,”

a.  While some men were receiving the spiritual gift of teaching wisdom to others, other men were receiving the spiritual gift of being able to proclaim, teach, and instruct others in the basic doctrines of the Church Age.


b.  The gift of knowledge was the ability to know, understand, and explain the content of the New Testament Canon prior to its being completed and circulated.


c.  The reasons for this spiritual gift are all the same as the reasons listed above for the previous spiritual gift.


d.  Eventually this spiritual function was consolidated in the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


e.  This spiritual gift taught the basic doctrines of the Church Age to other groups of believers while they were waiting for their church to be formed and pastor-teacher to be provided.


f.  Paul’s point here to the Corinthians is that they knew men in their own congregation that had the spiritual gift of wisdom and those that had the spiritual gift of knowledge.  Both were important to the function of the local church; for the gift of knowledge explained Church Age doctrine so believers could understand it, and the spiritual gift of wisdom explained to them how to apply the doctrine they had learned.


g.  Yet, in spite of the fact there were two different spiritual gifts, both came from God the Holy Spirit—the single perfect source of spiritual provision for the entire royal family of God.


h.  The person with the gift of wisdom was not greater than the person with the gift of knowledge.  Both were essential to the spiritual growth of the body of Christ and one was not more important than the other.


i.  The same perfect, righteous, just, and omniscient Holy Spirit gave each spiritual gift to each person, and there was and is no partiality.
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