1 Corinthians 12:5




- is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun DIAIRESIS, meaning “differences” with the descriptive genitive from the feminine plural noun DIAKONIA, which means “generally service, and is used especially of the service, office of the prophets and apostles; it also means ministry; aid, support, distribution.”
  Here it means “means of service” or “methods of service” or “types of service.”  The latter is probably the best meaning to fit the context.  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there are.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the different types of spiritual service produce the action of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that different types of spiritual service from God do exist.

“And there are different types of service,”

 - is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet; however; but” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the attributive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same Lord.”  This is a reference to God the Holy Spirit because He is mentioned both in the previous verse and in the next verse.  Compare also 2 Cor 3:17, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”

“and yet the same Lord.”
1 Cor 12:5 corrected translation
“And there are different types of service, and yet the same Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “And there are different types of service,”

a.  Paul continues with another distinction among spiritual gifts—there are different types of service or ministry.  For example, there are those with different communication gifts, such as, apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher.  All four were used on the mission field.

b.  Paul will illustrate some of the different types of service in the next three chapters.


c.  All types of service are valuable to the royal family of God.


d.  But some types of service are more beneficial.


e.  The most beneficial service any believer can perform is to learn the word of God and advance in his or her spiritual life to the point of Pleroma status, that is, being filled with all the fullness of God (Eph 3:19).

f.  The differences in types of service depend largely on the type of spiritual gift a person has.  For example, a person with the spiritual gift of helps has a much different ministry than a person with the gift of evangelist.


g.  Differences in service does not mean that one person is greater than another.  A person can have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and remain in perpetual carnality and do nothing in the spiritual life compared to the believer with the gift of helps who advances to spiritual maturity and glorifies God.


h.  It is not the spiritual gift or type of service that counts in the spiritual life.  It is the momentum in our spiritual life that brings us to the point of reciprocal love for God that counts.


i.  Regardless of one’s type of service or ministry, we must all advance to spiritual maturity, become occupied with Christ, and glorify God.

2.  “and yet the same Lord.”

a.  In contrast to the different types of ministry, God the Holy Spirit is in charge of the operation of all of them.  In addition, we are all in union with Christ; we all have the same Lord and Master.


b.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the head of the body, the head of the Church, the Prince-Ruler of the Church.  His authority is recognized through the power of the Holy Spirit in our souls.


c.  We all serve Christ regardless of our service.  All service is ministered through the agency and power of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  The kind of service we perform is not the issue.  The issue is do we love the Lord Jesus Christ while serving Him and are we filled with the Spirit while doing so.


e.  Many Christians serve the Lord and have no personal love for Him.  Their service is dead works and meaningless.  All Christian production apart from the influence or filling of the Spirit is dead works.


f.  For our service to have any meaning or virtue, we must develop reciprocal love for God once we have understood His fantastic eternal love for us.  This demands personal love for God the Father’s plan, occupation with Christ, and fellowship with the Holy Spirit.


g.  The Lord Jesus Christ loves each believer exactly the same.  As God He cannot do otherwise, since He can show no partiality.  His justice and righteousness demands that He loves the carnal believer to the same degree as the mature believer.


h.  Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ loves your service as much as He loves the service or ministry of the next person.  The kind or type of service is not the issue.  The issue is do you love the Lord?  Is the love of the Lord your motivation for the service you perform?


i.  All of us have equal privilege and equal opportunity to serve the same Lord regardless of the type of service we perform.  And God the Holy Spirit provides equal privilege and equal opportunity to serve the Lord regardless of our circumstances in life.  Anyone can become an invisible hero in the spiritual life.
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