1 Corinthians 12:29




- is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not,”  used in questions expecting a negative answer (when OUK is used, the question expects an affirmative answer).  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “apostles.”  The predicate nominative implies the need for the verb EIMI, “they are.”

“[They are] not all apostles, are they?  No.”

- is the negative ME with the adjective PAS and the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “prophets.”

“[They are] not all prophets, are they?  No.”
- is the negative MĒ with the adjective PAS and the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “teachers.”

“[They are] not all teachers, are they?  No.”
 - is the negative MĒ with the adjective PAS and the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun DUNAMIS, meaning “miracle-workers.”

“[They are] not all miracle-workers, are they?  No.”
1 Cor 12:29 corrected translation
“[They are] not all apostles, are they?  No.  [They are] not all prophets, are they?  No.  [They are] not all teachers, are they?  No.  [They are] not all miracle-workers, are they?  No.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now asks a series of rhetorical questions to make his point.

2.  God the Holy Spirit had obviously appointed many different temporary and permanent spiritual gifts for the Church age.

3.  Since there were so many different spiritual gifts, wasn’t this obvious proof that God wanted to have a variety of spiritual gifts?

4.  Since there were so many different spiritual gifts, wasn’t this obvious proof that God wanted different believers to do different things for Him?

5.  Since God is never partial and since God sovereignly bestows the spiritual gifts, does He not do it in a fair and just manner to the benefit of all?

6.  Therefore, since God the Holy Spirit has appointed the spiritual gifts, and He has appointed different spiritual gifts to different people, does any believer have the right to think they are either better than another believer because of their spiritual gift, or think they are worse than another believer because of their spiritual gift?  No, of course not.

7.  God has equality in diversity, and He is the only One who has ever been able to achieve this feat.  There is absolute equal opportunity to advance as far as you want to go in the spiritual life, and there is absolute diversity in the ways in which we serve the Lord.  Only the infinite genius of God could come up with such a system.
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