1 Corinthians 12:27



 - is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “are.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a condition or state that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all members of the body of Christ produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun SWMA, meaning “body” with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”  The absence of the article indicates the uniqueness of this body.

“Now you are the body of Christ”

 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun MELOS, meaning “members, parts of the body.”  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the distributive genitive or partitive ablative from the neuter singular noun MEROS, which is used as an adverbial expression, meaning literally, “part by part=as far as the parts are concerned,
 but translated, “in part, individually.”

“and members individually.”
1 Cor 12:27 corrected translation
“Now all of you are the body of Christ and members individually.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now all of you are the body of Christ”

a.  Paul transitions to the point he is making, while still using his analogy.


b.  The analogy is between the human body and the body of Christ.


c.  Paul states the Church Age principle of inclusiveness—all of us are members of the body of Christ.


d.  As we have previously seen this is the ministry of the baptism of the Holy Spirit whereby He enters us into union with Christ at the moment we believe in Christ.  We are identified with Christ and entered into union with Him.


e.  So also in the local church.  We are joined to one another as members of the same body, each part of the body contributing to the well being of the whole.


f.  This can be seen in how Paul dwelt with believers in the Roman Empire.  He looked at them from the standpoint of their group as a whole: the Romans, Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Galatians, and Philippians.  They were individual believers, but identified as a group, taught as a group, and evaluated as a group.


g.  Paul makes the same point here that he made in 1 Cor 1:2, 30.  All of them (not just some of them) are members of the body of Christ.  None are excluded.  Race, social standing, gender, economic condition, or spiritual gift did not change the fact that they were all members of the body of Christ.

2.  “and members individually.”

a.  This phrase is added to make sure the Corinthians understand that even though they are all members of the same team, and they will win or lose the game as a team, they are still individuals and will be evaluated by the coach individually for their performance in that game.


b.  God deals with us as individuals and as members of a group.



(1)  He deals with us individually for our spiritual growth or spiritual decline.



(2)  He deals with us collectively for the use of our spiritual gift or failure to use it.



(3)  We have been given spiritual gifts to benefit the team of believers to which we belong.  Failure to use our gifts, lets the team down and degrades our effectiveness as a team.



(4)  We have been given the two power options (filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul) to advance in our spiritual skills individually as a member of the team.



(5)  For example, one member of a football team has great God-given ability to observe, think, make decisions, and throw the ball.  The Coach doesn’t make him an offensive tackle.  Likewise, another member of the team has the great God-given ability to be six feet seven inches tall, weigh 285 pounds, and run like the wind.  The Coach doesn’t make him a safety in pass coverage.  God gives the gifts and then determines how best they are to be used on the team.  If the person with the gift spends all their time laying on the beach and drinking beer, they are little help to the team.  Not only must they develop their God-given gifts by practicing, learning, and perfecting the application of those skills, but they must also do everything they can to function within a team and help their fellow members.



(6)  The problem in Corinth was no teamwork.  There were several individuals, who were all doing their thing, and several small groups, who were all at each other’s throats, but there was no team.



(7)  So Paul adds this phrase to remind them that they would be held accountable for their individual preparation and function as members of the team.  If their individual performance in the game is poor, they might find themselves sitting on the bench during the next game.



(8)  This happened to Paul.  He stopped being a member of the team and his individual performance failed miserably when he went back to Jerusalem for the fifth time.  God took him out of the game and sat him on the bench for the next two years.  If it can happen to Paul, then it can certainly happen to us.


c.  God is always fair, and right, and loving.  He judges us individually by our spiritual advance, and judges us corporally by the use of our spiritual gifts.
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