1 Corinthians 12:21




- is the postpositive conjunction DE used as a transitional particle, meaning “Now” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” with the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the eye producing the action of not being able to say something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and the noun OPHTHALMOS, meaning “the eye.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the eye produces the action of not being able to speak.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, in which the main verb requires an infinitive to complete its meaning.

Then we have the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR, which means “to the hand.”

“Now the eye cannot say to the hand,”

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHREIA, which means “need or necessity” with the objective genitive singular from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you.”  Then we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what the eye is saying right now.


The active voice indicates that the eye produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“‘I do not have need of you,’”

- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, which means “or” plus the adverb of time PALIN, meaning “again” but also used as an adverb of manner, meaning “on the other hand, in turn.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ, meaning “the head.”  Implied but not stated is the main verb and infinitive “[is not able to say].”  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun POUS, meaning “to the feet.”

“or on the other hand, the head [is not able to say] to the feet,”

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHREIA, which means “need, necessity” with the objective genitive plural from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you.”  Then we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what the eye is saying right now.


The active voice indicates that the eye produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“‘I do not have need of you.’”
1 Cor 12:21 corrected translation
“Now the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not have need of you,’ or on the other hand, the head [is not able to say] to the feet, ‘I do not have need of you.’”

Explanation:
1.  “Now the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not have need of you,’”

a.  Paul continues with his same analogy, but transitions to a new argument.


b.  Apparently there was a problem in the Corinthian church of believers with spectacular temporary spiritual gifts, such as speaking in tongues, miracles, and healing, etc. telling other believers who had the permanent less-visible spiritual gifts that they were not really needed in the local church.  This, of course, is arrogance.


c.  The eye represents a spectacular temporary spiritual gift, while the hand represents the non-spectacular permanent spiritual gift.


d.  The eye is glamorous, graceful, and beautiful, while the hand is rough, plain,  and hard working.


e.  The temporary spiritual gifts cannot say that they have no need of the permanent spiritual gifts, since the permanent spiritual gifts will be the only spiritual gifts functional after the completion of the canon.


f.  Those with the temporary spiritual gifts had a number of erroneous thoughts.



(1)  They thought that the canon had already been completed, which it had not.



(2)  They thought that since the Lord was returning immediately, then their spiritual gifts would be around until the end of the age.



(3)  They thought that the spiritual gift of apostle was going to last throughout the Church Age, and therefore, there was no real need for the pastor-teacher.



(4)  They thought that their spectacular spiritual gifts could make up for the lack of knowledge of the word of God in their souls.  This problem is still true today.

2.  “or on the other hand, the head [is not able to say] to the feet, ‘I do not have need of you.’”

a.  Paul gives a second analogy that focuses on the intellectual side of the temporary spiritual gifts.


b.  The head refers to temporary spiritual gifts, such as prophecy, knowledge, and apostleship.


c.  The feet refer to the permanent spiritual gifts, such as administration and helps.


d.  All the spiritual gifts were necessary, both the permanent and temporary spiritual gifts prior to the completion of the New Testament canon and all the permanent spiritual gifts after the completion of the Canon.


e.  No person in a local church has the right to say to another member of the royal family that they are not needed in that local church.  God the Holy Spirit has placed each and every person in a local church for a specific reason.


f.  We have no right to reject anyone that God has directed to a local church.  We are all here for a reason and a part of God’s plan.  Just because you don’t personally see, know, or understand the reason does not mean that God does not know what He is doing.


g.  Believers in the Church Age can become invisible heroes of the faith.  Their spiritual gifts and function are often a matter of the privacy of the priesthood and are no one else’s business.


h.  Therefore, since we do not know all the facts concerning any believer’s spiritual growth or spiritual gift function, who are we to think that someone is not necessary in the local church?  This type of thinking is the grossest arrogance and cannot be tolerated in a local church.  Believers who think this way are miserable, loser believers under constant divine discipline.


i.  The pastor of a church needs every single member of that church.  No pastor ever has the right to say, “I have no need of you.”

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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