1 Corinthians 12:20



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now” and referring to the Church Age.  Then we have the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, which means “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the noun MELOS, meaning “parts, members.”  Notice there is no verb, because Paul is excited and making a point that he does not want the Corinthians to miss again, as they have missed in the past, when he taught this while with them.

“But now on the one hand [there are] many parts,”

 - is the other half of the MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the other hand” with the predicate nominative from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” and the noun SWMA, meaning “body.”

“but on the other hand one body.”
1 Cor 12:20 corrected translation
“But now on the one hand [there are] many parts, but on the other hand one body.”
Explanation:
1.  “But now on the one hand [there are] many parts,”

a.  In contrast to all of the parts of the human body being one part, Paul makes the definite assertion that there are many parts of the human body.  None of the Corinthians are going to argue with this, since all they have to do is look at their own bodies.


b.  But the greater point Paul is making is that like the human body there are many parts of the body of Christ.  He has been making this point over and over again in different ways for the last 20 verses.


c.  Again we have a true premise here that there are many parts of the body of Christ.  This is the way God planned it, designed it, and has made it happen.

2.  “but on the other hand one body.

a.  In contrast to the fact there are many individual parts of the human body and by analogy the body of Christ is the fact that there is one body.


b.  All of the parts make up one unified body—the unity of the body of Christ, that is, the royal family of God—all Church Age believers.


c.  Paul returns to this theme again to reinforce his point.  His point is that though there are many parts, there is one body.  Verse 12, “For just as the body is one [body] and has many parts, and yet all the parts of the body, although they are many, are one body, so also Christ.”


d.  We have all been entered into union with one body—the body of Christ.


e.  We are all members of one spiritual body—the body of Christ.


f.  We all have become partakers of the divine nature.


g.  We are all one new spiritual species.


h.  We are all in Christ Jesus.


i.  There is complete and total equality among members of the body of Christ.  We are all members of that one body, and none is to be rejected.


j.  Spiritual gifts do not, will not, cannot, and should not ever be a basis for distinction among the members of the body of Christ.
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