1 Corinthians 12:18




- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” with the adverb of time, NUNI, normally meaning “now.”  Often it is not so much the present time that is meant as much as the situation pertaining at a given moment.  Frequently  serves to contrast the real state of affairs with an unreal conditional clause: but, as a matter of fact Lk 19:42; cf. Jn 8:40; 9:41; 15:22, 24; 18:36; 1 Cor 12:18, 20; Heb 11:16; 1 Cor 5:11; 7:14; Jam 4:16.”
  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the creator of mankind.  Then we have the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place, lay; and with the accusative case following, it means to arrange, fix, establish, set.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the entirety of the creative act of mankind, but regards it from the standpoint of its completion.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive middle, which lays stress upon the subject as the one producing the action.  Here our Lord is emphasized as the one producing the action upon something belonging to Himself—mankind, since He himself would become true humanity.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun MELOS, meaning “parts, members.”  Here a reference to members of the human body.

“But, as a matter of fact, God [the Lord Jesus Christ] has arranged the members,”
- is the appositional accusative from the neuter singular numeral HEIS, meaning “one” and the adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “each one.”  But when the numeral HEIS is added to it, it strengthens the meaning to “every single one Mt 26:22; Acts 2:6; 20:31; Lk 4:40; 16:5; Acts 2:3; 17:27; 21:26; 1 Cor 12:18; Eph 4:7; 1 Thes 2:11; 2 Thes 1:3.”
  This is followed by the partitive genitive from the neuter plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “of them,” referring to the members or parts of the human body.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “in the body.”

“every single one of them in the body”

 - is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “as, just as.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb THELW, meaning “to wish, will, desire, want.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the will of God into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced this action in the Garden of Eden, when He created mankind.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“just as He desired.”
1 Cor 12:18 corrected translation
“But, as a matter of fact, God [the Lord Jesus Christ] has arranged the members, every single one of them in the body, just as He desired.”

Explanation:
1.  “But, as a matter of fact, God [the Lord Jesus Christ] has arranged the members,”

a.  In contrast to the human body being all one part, the Lord Jesus Christ did something truly spectacular in the creation of the human body.  Paul now states that fact in contrast to his hypothetical, rhetorical questions in the last two verses.


b.  The fact Jesus Christ is the creator of all mankind is clearly stated in Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”

c.  Paul’s emphasis here is that the Lord arranged every single infinitesimal detail of the human body.  No one is impressed by the function of the human body until they study physiology, because they have no idea how amazing it is what the human body does to sustain biological life.


d.  The greatest demonstration of the absolute genius and power of God prior to the fall of man was the creation of Adam’s body in the Garden of Eden.  The angels only had spiritual bodies, but here was something absolutely unique.


e.  Paul’s analogy here to the arrangement of the members of the human body applies to the members of the royal family of God as well.



(1)  All of us are arranged perfectly by God the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ.



(2)  Each of us is born at precisely the right moment and die at precisely the right moment.



(3)  Each of us has exactly the right mother and father, brothers and sisters, etc.



(4)  Each of us lives at exactly the right period of human history for our function in the royal family.



(5)  Each of us has just exactly the right spiritual gift for the right local church to work with the other perfect spiritual gifts in that church.



(6)  Every detail of our spiritual life is exactly as God would have it, so that we have the absolute best opportunity to glorify Him.  Every believer gets an equal opportunity to glorify God perfectly and it is not dependent upon one’s spiritual gift.

2.  “every single one of them in the body,”


a.  Just as God has placed every single cell of the human body in just exactly the right place where He wants it, so God the Holy Spirit has placed every single member of the royal family of God in the right time and place in human history for the greatest benefit to the other members of the royal family of God and the greatest glorification of God.


b.  There are no accidents in the spiritual life.  God works all things to the good pleasure of His will, and does so for our benefit.


c.  God never leaves a church without all the spiritual gifts required to keep it functioning perfectly.


d.  Every spiritual gift can be replaced by someone else with the same spiritual gift.


e.  The ability to function under a spiritual gift is dependent upon God and not upon the individual believer.  Therefore, no church ever has to worry about not having a pastor, deacons, or any other spiritual gift.  God provides whatever spiritual gift the church needs.


f.  Every Church Age believer is placed exactly where God wants that believer to be geographically.  It is no accident that you live where you live.  It is no accident that you are in the local church you are in.  It is no accident that you have the spiritual gift you have.

3.  “just as He desired.”


a.  Everything is done according to the will of God.  Even the sins of creatures are done because God permits them to exercise their free will and do what they want.  However, God is never the author of sin and cannot and does not sin Himself.


b.  But every member of the royal family of God has the spiritual gift they have because that is exactly what God wanted them to have.


c.  God knew in eternity past what spiritual gift we would each use to the greatest advantage of others.


d.  The spiritual gifts of the Church Age are designed for the advantage of other believers, not for our own advantage.


e.  If we are using our spiritual gift to benefit ourselves in some way, then that is evil and wrongdoing.  It is lying to the Holy Spirit and worthy of the sin unto death.


f.  We exist because of God’s will and for His benefit.


g.  In the same way, we have a spiritual gift in the royal family of God for the benefit of others, not for our own benefit.  If you are wandering what your spiritual gift is, figure out what you enjoy doing for others, are good at it through no fault of your own, and aren’t interested in taking credit for doing it.  That’s a good place to start.  If you are full of yourself in arrogance, then this will be very difficult for you to figure out.


h.  Every member of a local church is there because God wants that particular person in that particular local church.


i.  Every spiritual gift in a local church is there because God wants that particular spiritual gift functioning in that local church.
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