1 Corinthians 11:30




- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”

“For this reason among you”

- is the nominative masculine plural subject from the adjective POLUS, meaning “many,” referring to many of the believers in Corinth.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ASTHENĒS, which means “weak, ill, feeble, miserable” and is used this way in Acts 4:9; 5:15f; Mt 25:43f; Lk 10:9.
  Because of the nominative subject and the predicate nominative we have an ellipsis here, which demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”

“many [are] weak (ill, feeble, miserable)”

- is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ARRWSTOS, which means “sick” and is used this way in Mt 14:14; Mk 6:5, 13; 16:18.

“and sick”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KOIMAOMAI, which “is used of natural sleep, Mt 28:13; Lk 22:45; Jn 11:12; Acts 12:6; of the death of the body, but only of such as are Christ’s; yet never of Christ Himself, though He is “the firstfruits of them that have fallen asleep,” 1 Cor 15:20; of saints who departed before Christ came, Mt 27:52; Acts 13:36; of Lazarus, while Christ was yet upon the earth, Jn 11:11; of believers since the Ascension, 1 Thes 4:13, 14, 15, and Acts 7:60; 1 Cor 7:39; 11:30; 15:6, 18, 51; 2 Pet 3:4.  Note: This metaphorical use of the word sleep is appropriate, because of the similarity in appearance between a sleeping body and a dead body; restfulness and peace normally characterize both.  The object of the metaphor is to suggest that, as the sleeper does not cease to exist while his body sleeps, so the dead person continues to exist despite his absence from the region in which those who remain can communicate with him, and that, as sleep is known to be temporary, so the death of the body will be found to be.  That the body alone is in view in this metaphor is evident, (a) from the derivation of the word KOIMAOMAI from KEIMAI, to lie down cf. Isa  14:8, where for ‘laid down,’ the LXX has ‘fallen asleep;’ (b) from the fact that in the N.T. the word resurrection is used of the body alone; (c) from Dan 12:2, where the physically dead are described as ‘them that sleep (LXX KATHEUDW as at 1 Thes 5:6) in the dust of the earth,’ language inapplicable to the spiritual part of man; moreover, when the body returns whence it came, Gen 3:19, the spirit returns to God who gave it, Eccl 12:7.  When the physical frame of the Christian (the earthly house of our tabernacle, 2 Cor 5:1) is dissolved and returns to the dust, the spiritual part of his highly complex being, the seat of personality, departs to be with Christ, Phil 1:23.  And since that state in which the believer, absent from the body, is at home with the Lord, 2 Cor 5:6-9, is described as ‘very far better’ than the present state of joy in communion with God and of happy activity in His service, everywhere reflected in Paul’s writings, it is evident the word ‘sleep,’ where applied to the departed Christians, is not intended to convey the idea that the spirit is unconscious.  The early Christians adopted the word KOIMĒTĒRION (which was used by the Greeks of a rest–house for strangers) for the place of interment of the bodies of their departed; thence the English word ‘cemetery,’ ‘the sleeping place,’ is derived.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in means a large number of believers in Corinth are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective HIKANOS, which means “in large numbers, many.”

“and a large number sleep.”
1 Cor 11:30 corrected translation
“For this reason among you many [are] weak and sick and a large number sleep.”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason among you many are weak (ill, feeble, miserable)”

a.  Because the Corinthians have been so cavalier about the observance of the Lord’s Supper and participated in it while out of fellowship with God they have come under divine discipline.


b.  The first category of divine discipline mentioned here is physical weakness.  This is warning discipline from God.


c.  Not all physical weakness is divine discipline.  For example, physical weakness after a hard day’s work is not divine discipline.


d.  This is physical weakness from sickness, being ill, feeling miserable physically.


e.  Not all physical illness or sickness is divine discipline.  We cannot conclude that every person who gets sick is being disciplined by God.


f.  But many of the Corinthians were getting unexplainably sick due to their perpetual carnality while participating in the Lord’s Supper.

2.  “and sick”

a.  The second category of divine discipline is intensive discipline.


b.  This is serious medical illness.  This is being very sick or having a life threatening disease.


c.  When normal divine discipline does not get your attention, then intensified divine discipline will.


d.  Not all life-threatening illness is divine discipline.  Sometimes it is a spiritual momentum test for believers to pass.


e.  We cannot conclude that all serious illness and disease is divine discipline.


f.  But if we have been in perpetual carnality and have rejected the proper protocol of the Lord’s Supper, then the intensive discipline which follows is usually connected with serious illness.

3.  “and a large number sleep.”

a.  If warning and intensive discipline do not get your attention, then there is nothing left for God to do except take you out of this life through the sin unto death.


b.  Continual participation in the Lord’s Supper in a state of carnality and indifference leads to the sin unto death.


c.  The state of sinfulness resulting in physical death is the status of the believer under ultimate divine discipline.  It is described here as sleep.


d.  Because the soul of the believer never dies, but lives with God forever, and because the believer is absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord, and because the believer will receive a resurrection body, the physical body of the believer in death is said to be asleep.


e.  There were a large number of Corinthians who had died the sin unto death, and yet this had not made an impression on those who remained.  They were still having a great deal of difficulty following the protocol of the Lord’s Supper.


f.  So Paul, in grace, explains to them why so many believers have died.  This got their attention.  He didn’t have to throw his weight around, or call upon the justice of God to deal with them.  The Supreme Court of Heaven was doing its job.


g.  We should notice that carnal believers do not recognize the justice of God functioning against those around them.  They come up with all kinds of justification for why others have died, not realizing that they may be next.

4.  Categories of Divine Discipline.


a.  There are three categories of divine discipline administered to the cosmic or carnal believer.



(1)  Warning discipline.



(2)  Intensive discipline.



(3)  Maximum or dying discipline, with the option of installment discipline if one rebounds.


b.  Warning discipline.



(1)  Rev 3:20 refers only to warning discipline.  “Pay attention, I stand at the door and I keep knocking [warning discipline—the opportunity to recover].  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door [motivation to rebound from warning discipline], [then] I will enter to him and I will dine with him [restoration to fellowship] and he with Me [back in the spiritual life].”


(2)  In this stage, the believer has not been in the cosmic system long enough to have lost too much doctrine.  Therefore, the recovery of residence in the spiritual life simply means a continuation of his fellowship.



(3)  Warning discipline hurts enough so that you become alert to the fact that something's wrong in your life.



(4)  So the opportunity for rebound means that the purpose of warning discipline is to motivate you to rebound.  You hurt so much that you finally remember 1 Jn 1:9.



(5)  Warning discipline is exactly the same as punitive preventative suffering in that it restrains sin and motivates rebound.  Punitive preventative suffering is identical to warning and intensive discipline.


c.  Intensive discipline.



(1)  Ps 7:14 indicates that failure to rebound or open the door of warning discipline results in intensified discipline.  “Behold he [cosmic believer] shall have labor pains [warning discipline] of vanity [involvement in cosmic system] because he has become pregnant with frustration.”  This means you use your own volition to create problems.  Then instead of solving the problem through rebound, you dig in deeper by piling wrong decisions on top of wrong decisions, caused by wrong thinking and wrong motivation, all of which results in wrong actions.  “Therefore, he has given birth to a life of deceit.”  Intensive discipline results in a life of deceit.



(2)  Rev 3:19, “Those whom I love [believers], I reprimand and discipline.  Therefore, be intensely serious [about your spiritual life] and change your mind.”


(3)  Heb 12:6 addresses both warning and intensive discipline, “For whom the Lord loves unconditionally He disciplines; furthermore He scourges with a whip every son whom He receives’.”


(4)  Job 5:17-18, “Behold, happy is the man whom the Lord reproves [warning discipline], and do not despise the discipline [intensive discipline] from EL SHADDAI [many-breasted One, God’s logistical grace title].  He inflicts pain [warning discipline]; He bandages the wound [rebound]; He wounds [intensive discipline], and His hands heal.”


(5)  God provides many wonderful logistical grace blessings we may not regard as blessings, such as divine discipline.



(6)  Ps 38:1-14.


d.  Dying discipline or the sin unto death.



(1)  At this point, there is no more use for you on earth in this life.


(2)  1 Jn 5:16, “There is a state of sinfulness terminating in [physical] death."



(3)  In Ps 118:17-18, David said when he was close to the sin unto death.  “I shall not die but live; I shall live and declare the works of the Lord.  The Lord has disciplined me severely [intensive discipline], but He has not given me over to death [dying discipline].”


(4)  Phil 3:19, “Whose end of life is ruin [dying discipline], whose god is his emotions.”  People who die this way are always ruled by their emotions.  If they had a doctrinal thought, they forgot it years ago.



(5)  Rev 3:16, “Therefore, because you are lukewarm [cosmic believer], neither cold [unbeliever], nor hot [believer living the spiritual life], I am about to vomit you out of My mouth [administration of physical death].”
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