1 Corinthians 11:15




- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun GUNĒ, which means “the woman.”  Then we have the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if, maybe its true and maybe it is not true” plus the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb KOMAW, which means “to wear long hair.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that the woman produces the action.


The subjunctive mood indicates that this is a potential, depending on the volition of the woman.

“but if the woman wears long hair,”

- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory, honor” plus the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “to her.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”


The present tense is static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that the long hair on the woman produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“it is a glory to her?”

- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and noun KOMĒ, meaning “her long hair.”  Then we have the preposition ANTI plus the ablative of exchange from the neuter singular noun PERIBOLAION, which means “instead of or in place of a covering, wrap, cloak, robe of an article of clothing.”
  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the woman receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Because her long hair has been given instead of a covering.”
 – (“to her”) even though this word is found in all of the best 4th and 5th Century AD manuscripts, it is not found in the Chester Beatty papyrus, (circa 200 AD) and a few 4th/5th Century manuscripts.  Since the scribes had a great tendency to add words rather than remove them, and since the removal of this word takes nothing away from the meaning of the text and adding the word only adds grammatical clarification, it is safe to conclude that this was added by a scribe and was not part of the original text.

1 Cor 11:15 corrected translation
“but if the woman wears long hair, it is an honor to her?  Because her long hair has been given instead of a covering.”
Explanation:
1.  “but if the woman wears long hair,”

a.  Now Paul gives us the other side of the coin and illustrates using the woman.


b.  This conditional clause establishes the fact that some women will wear long hair.  Note that it is conditional, and again depends on the volition of each individual woman.


c.  Not all women wear long hair.  Some wear very short hair.  How long is long hair?  Long hair on a woman is long enough so that no one will think she is a man.

2.  “it is an honor to her.”

a.  God has given the woman a badge of honor, and that honor is her long hair.


b.  Long hair on the woman is a sign of her authority orientation to God, to her husband, and to herself.


c.  The woman’s long hair is the sign that she respects God, respects the authority of others, and respects herself.


d.  Long hair on a woman is always admired by men, because it sets her apart as the most beautiful thing of God’s creation.


e.  The woman’s long hair is a reflection of her inner beauty from love of the word of God.


f.  As goes the woman’s love of Bible doctrine, so goes her hair.  This is especially true of Christian women.


g.  God has given every woman the opportunity to honor Him by simply learning the principle of long hair and letting it grow.  That is grace.  She does not have to work to honor God in this manner; she only has to let her hair grow.

3.  “Because her long hair has been given instead of a covering.”

a.  Now Paul explains why the woman’s long hair is an honor to her—because it has been given to her by God as an indication of her respect for authority instead of wearing a hat.


b.  God has given the woman long hair as a sign of her respect for authority, obedience to authority, and orientation to authority.


c.  This verse looks back to verse 10, “the woman must have authority on her head because of the angels.”



(1)  The fallen angels were told by God not to have sexual intercourse with the daughters of mankind.



(2)  The fallen angels ignored this principle and attempted to destroy true humanity, Gen 6.



(3)  God gave the woman long hair to indicate to the fallen angels that she is under the authority of the man and not the authority of angels.


d.  So the woman has long hair as an authority covering to remind the fallen angels that they are not to interfere with the authority orientation of the woman to God, to her husband, or to herself.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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