1 Corinthians 11:10




- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb OPHEILW, which means “to be obligated and with the infinitive following: one must, one ought.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that the woman produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, which means “the woman.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, which means “authority.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a static present, which describes the state or condition as perpetually existing in human history.


The active voice indicates the woman produces the state of condition of needing authority over her for her protection.


The infinitive is a complimentary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb.

“For this reason the woman must have authority”

 - is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place (Place is most often expressed by the locative case.  When a genitive is used to denote place the emphasis is usually upon the kind of place, one place as opposed to another place, here and not there.) from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and noun KEPHALĒ, which means “on her head.”  Finally we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS, which means “because of the angels.”

“on her head because of the angels.”
1 Cor 11:10 corrected translation
“For this reason the woman must have authority on her head because of the angels.”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason”

a.  The preposition DIA with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS is used to denote three things in Greek.



(1)  It can refer to what immediately precedes in the context and add a reason for why that thing or situation exists.  This would mean here that the woman must have authority over her since she was created after the man and to be a helper to him.



(2)  It can refer to what immediately follows in the next clause.  This is often indicated by the use of HINA or HOTI following HOUTOS (which we do not have here).  This use here would mean that because of the fallen angels and their desire to have sexual intercourse with women of the human race, the woman needs to have authority over her, so that they cannot do this.  It sounds good, but is wrong theologically.  Women had the authority of God over them, as well as parents, and their own volition during the antediluvian civilization and it did not prevent them from having sexual intercourse with a segment of the fallen angels.  Also all of those angels are imprisoned now and angels can no longer have sexual intercourse with women.  Therefore, this would make Paul’s argument ridiculous.



(3)  It can indicate the inference or conclusion from what precedes, and is translated, “Therefore.”  This would mean that since the woman was created because of the man, therefore, she must have authority over her.  This is really no different than the first use, mentioned above.


b.  The preposition and demonstrative pronoun refer back to what precedes in the previous verse, indicating that the woman must have authority over her in life (especially if she is married, and that authority is her husband).

2.  “the woman must have authority on her head”

a.  This is the direct statement of Scripture and is not open for discussion or debate.


b.  The woman must have authority over her, but so must the man.


c.  The authority over every child is parents.


d.  Once the child leaves the home, they are an adult and have the authority of their own volition.


e.  Since people are controlled by the lust pattern of their old sin nature, they will inevitably follow the dictates of their sin nature.


f.  Therefore, the unbeliever or carnal believer will not submit to any authority except enforced authority because of the fear of punishment.


g.  So God has provided a system of authority for both believers and unbelievers.



(1)  The system of authority for unbelievers is the laws of divine establishment, which includes: the volition of the soul, marriage, family, and government.



(2)  The system of authority for the believer includes: the Lord Jesus Christ, God the Holy Spirit, Bible doctrine in the soul, divine discipline, and the laws of divine establishment.


h.  We should also note that God has provided the same system of authority for both male and female believers.  The only difference is that the man has the authority in marriage.


i.  Why must the woman have authority on her head?  There are two reasons: one, which is stated here, and one, which is not stated.



(1)  Women must have authority as a part of their testimony in the angelic conflict.  This is by far the most important reason and overshadows the second reason.



(2)  Women must have authority as their only means of happiness.  No woman who rejects authority can ever be happy.  Neither can any man, but this is especially true for women.

3.  “because of the angels.”

a.  When the woman ate of the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden and gave to her husband with her and he ate, the woman had taken over the authority of the human race from the man.  This is clearly stated by Moses in Gen 3, when Adam is judged by our Lord and told, “and you obeyed the voice of your wife.”

b.  When Adam “obeyed” his wife, she was in charge.


c.  As a part of God’s judgment of the woman’s sin—the rejection of God’s authority and the authority of her husband, authority is taken away from her and given back to the man.  This is stated in Gen 3:16, “But to your husband [will be] your desire, and he will rule over you.’”


d.  God restored the divine design that had been destroyed by the original sin.


e.  Why?  God did this because of the angelic conflict.  The human race was created to resolve the angelic conflict.  One of the major issues in the angelic conflict is authority orientation and obedience to divine authority.


f.  Every time a woman obeys her husband (or anyone in authority over her) she is providing testimony against the fallen angels, especially those imprisoned by God for disobeying His command to not have sexual intercourse with the women of the human race.


g.  So the woman’s obedience to authority, whether parents, the law, her own soul, Bible doctrine, or her husband is one of her greatest acts of Christian service and production of divine good.  It glorifies God to the maximum, which results in fantastic happiness for her.  The woman’s obedience to authority is her glorification of God and results in great happiness for her.  The primary reason the woman should obey authority is her glorification of God, and the resultant happiness she derives from obedience is the secondary reason.


h.  Therefore, the woman must have authority over her, because she will use her obedience to that authority to glorify God and testify against Satan and the fallen angels.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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