1 Corinthians 10:4




- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “all.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from neuter singular the article, the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “same,” the adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “spiritual,” and the noun POMA, meaning “a drink.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which emphasizes the fact of a simple act in past time.


The active voice indicates that the Exodus generation produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and all drank the same spiritual drink”

- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PINW, meaning “to drink.”


The imperfect tense is an iterative imperfect, which indicates a past action that occurred at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that the Exodus generation produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “spiritual” and the noun PETRA, meaning “rock.”  This is followed by the genitive feminine singular present active participle from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what continued to go on in the past.


The active voice indicates that the Exodus generation produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“for they kept on drinking from the spiritual rock which followed;”

 - is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, used “as a transitional particle pure and simple, without any contrast intended, meaning ‘now’.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PETRA, meaning “the rock.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that Christ produced the action of being the rock.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”

“now the rock was Christ.”
1 Cor 10:4 corrected translation
“and all drank the same spiritual drink; for they kept on drinking from the spiritual rock which followed; now the rock was Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “and all drank the same spiritual drink;”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Ex 17:6, “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.”  And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.”



(2)  Num 20:11, “Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank.”



(3)  Ps 78:15, “He split the rocks in the wilderness and gave them abundant drink like the ocean depths.”

b.  Paul continues to pile up the analogies to Israel to show the Corinthians that everyone, regardless of their spiritual status was provided for by the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  Again we have a picture of logistical grace provision to the believer from the love of God, based on the righteousness, justice, and grace of God.


d.  Drinking indicates the non-meritorious function of accepting what the Lord offered to them as a picture of their faith in Christ.


e.  The spiritual drink was the understanding by the mature believer that the Lord would always love them and provide for them no matter how difficult the circumstances or testing.  This is the lesson Paul was building up to.  The Corinthians were doing poorly under testing.  Paul keeps showing them different ways in which the Exodus generation was tested.


f.  All of them drank the same spiritual drink indicating that all received blessing from the Lord, but to most of them the spiritual drink was nothing more than literal water.  However, to some of them, like Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, and those of the second generation it was the water of the word of God that sustained them.

2.  “for they kept on drinking from the spiritual rock which followed;”

a.  For forty years the Exodus generation was kept alive by being able to drink from the literal water that flowed from the rock, which followed them as they wandered through the desert.


b.  The fact that the same rock kept following them through the desert and providing a constant stream of living water seemed to have left no great impression on those in reversionism and degeneracy; for they kept on grumbling and wanting to go back to Egypt.


c.  Even though they kept on grumbling and being dissatisfied with the grace provision of the Lord, the Jews kept on eating the manna and drinking the water.  Some people are never satisfied no matter what you do for them.

3.  “now the rock was Christ.”

a.  Finally, Paul makes sure there is no misunderstanding by the Corinthians that this rock, which followed the Exodus generation from place to place in the desert for forty years and kept on providing fresh water to keep them alive, was the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.


b.  There never was a day throughout the entire lives of the Exodus generation that the Lord was not with them.



(1)  He was with them as a cloud by day.



(2)  He was with them as a pillar of fire by night.



(3)  He was with them as manna in the morning.



(4)  He was with them as the rock that followed them all day long.



(5)  Dt 32:4, “The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.”


c.  Other Scriptures that mention Christ as the Rock.



(1)  Christ is the rock of salvation, 1 Cor 3:11; Ex 17:1-7.




(a)  2 Sam 22:47, “The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock; and exalted be God, the rock of my salvation.”




(b)  Ps 19:14, “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.”




(c)  Ps 18:46, “The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock; and exalted be the God of my salvation.”



(2)  Christ is the rock of perfection, Zech 3:9.



(3)  Christ is the rock of provision of logistical grace, Ps 144:1.  Christ provides whatever you need to honor Him, Isa 26:3-4.



(4)  Christ is the foundation rock of Israel, Ps 118:22; Isa 28:16; 2 Sam 23:3, “The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, ‘He who rules over men righteously, Who rules in the fear of God.’”



(5)  Christ is the foundation rock of the Church, Mt 16:18; Eph 2:20-22.



(6)  Christ is the destroying rock of the Second Advent, Dan 2:34-35.



(7)  To the unbeliever, Christ is the rock of judgment, Rom 9:33, “just as it is written, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.’”  1 Pet 2:8 and, “‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.”



(8)  The believer in reversionism rejects Jesus Christ, Dt 32:18, “You neglected the Rock who begot you, and forgot the God who gave you birth.”



(9)  Christ is the Rock of deliverance.




(a)  2 Sam 22:2-3, “He said, ‘The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; my savior, You save me from violence.’”




(b)  2 Sam 22:32, “For who is God, besides the Lord?  And who is a rock, besides our God?”




(c)  Ps 18:2, “The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”



(10)  Our Rock is unique, Ps 18:31, “For who is God, but the Lord?  And who is a rock, except our God.”



(11)  Isa 26:4, “Trust in the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock.”
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