1 Corinthians 10:31




- is the inferential use of the conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the conditional particle EITE…EITE (a classical Greek construction), meaning “whether…or …or.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore whether you eat”

- is the conditional particle EITE, meaning “or” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“or drink”

- is the conditional particle EITE, meaning “or” plus accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything” and the second person plural present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“or do anything,”

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things, everything.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “for the glory, majesty, honor, praise” plus the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that every believer is commanded to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“do all things for the purpose of the glory of God.”
1 Cor 10:31 corrected translation
“Therefore whether we eat or drink or do anything, do all things for the purpose of the glory of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore whether we eat or drink or do anything”

a.  Eating and drinking are non-meritorious functions, which all human beings are able to do, and must do to remain alive.


b.  There is no significance in eating or drinking or anything we do, unless it is related to our spiritual life and the glorification of God.


c.  The only eating or drinking that is ever meritorious is the observance of the Eucharist by the Church Age believer that is in fellowship with God.


d.  All other things we do in life may or may not be meritorious.  They are meritorious, if they glorify God.  They are not meritorious, if they do not glorify God.


e.  Everything we do either has the most significant meaning or it has no meaning at all.


f.  The meaning of anything we do is determined by its relationship to the will of God, God’s plan for our life, and the glorification of God by our obedience to God.
2.  “do all things for the purpose of the glory of God.”

a.  Therefore, every Church Age believer is commanded (not asked) to do all things for the purpose of the glorification and honor of God.


b.  Everything we do is either honoring or dishonoring to God.


c.  If we are in fellowship with God, are motivated by our personal love for God, and do something based upon the Bible doctrine circulating in our stream of consciousness, then we honor God and His person is glorified.


d.  Being able to glorify God is an honor given to us by the grace of God because God loves us.


e.  God does not need to be glorified by us.  He has always been glorified from eternity past by being who and what He is.


f.  But because of His fantastic love for us, He graciously permits us to do certain things, which bring honor and glory and praise to Him.


g.  Being able to honor, praise, and glorify God is a privilege.  No group of believers in all of human history has a greater freedom to glorify God than all Church Age believers.


h.  Our glorification of God is a part of our testimony in the appeal trial of Satan as a part of the angelic conflict.

3.  Related Scripture.


a.  Col 3:17, “And so whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”



(1)  It is impossible to do all things as unto the Lord without being filled with the Spirit.



(2)  It is impossible to do all things in the name of the Lord and remain in the will of God without knowing the will of God.  This requires epistemological rehabilitation through consistent cognition of Bible doctrine.



(3)  It is impossible to do all things to the glory of God without knowing and using the problem solving devices of the plan of God.


(4)  “Whatever you do” in this verse refers to:




(a)  Putting on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],




(b)  Putting up with one another and forgiving each other.




(c)  Putting on virtue-love.




(d)  Letting the prosperity of Christ rule in our hearts.




(e)  Letting the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom.



(5)  The phrase to do all things is used four other times in the New Testament and always by Paul.




(a)  1 Cor 9:23, “And I do all things for the sake of the gospel, that I may become a fellow partaker of it.”




(b)  Phil 2:14, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing.”




(c)  Phil 4:13, “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”




(d)  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, keep functioning from your own soul, as to the Lord and not to men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of your inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.”


b.  1 Pet 4:11 teaches the same principle as this verse: “If anyone communicates, do it as though speaking the teachings of God; if anyone serves, do it as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides, in order that God [the Father] may be glorified in the sphere of all things through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the power forever, I believe it.”
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