1 Corinthians 10:3




- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “all.”

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article, the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “same,” the adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “spiritual,” and the noun BRWMA, meaning “food.”

 - is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the eating of the manna in the desert by the Exodus generation as a fact.


The active indicates that the Exodus generation produced the action.


The indicative mood indicates the reality of the eating of spiritual food or manna by the Exodus generation.

1 Cor 10:3 corrected translation
“and all ate the same spiritual food;”
Explanation:
1.  Related Scripture.


a.  Ex 16:4, “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.’”


b.  Ex 16:35, “The sons of Israel ate the manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate the manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.”


c.  Dt 8:3, “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”


d.  Neh 9:15, “You provided bread from heaven for them for their hunger, You brought forth water from a rock for them for their thirst, and You told them to enter in order to possess The land which You swore to give them.”


e.  Neh 9:20, “You gave Your good Spirit to instruct them, Your manna You did not withhold from their mouth, and You gave them water for their thirst.”


f.  Ps 78:24, “He rained down manna upon them to eat and gave them food from heaven.”


g.  Ps 78:25, “Man did eat the bread of angels; He sent them food in abundance.”

h.  Jn 6:31, “Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread out of heaven to eat.’”

2.  This is another illustration of unity among believers, using Israel as the illustration.


a.  All of them were required to eat of the same provision from the Lord, and the Lord faithfully provided manna for the entire forty years the Exodus generation wandered in the desert.


b.  Regardless of the spiritual status of the believer, he still received logistical grace support from the Lord.


c.  The love of God is always fair to all, whether they are grateful for His provision or not.


d.  All were treated the same without any partiality.


e.  Not all believers liked the manna.  Those in reversionism and degeneracy hated it, Num 21:5, “The people spoke against God and Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?  For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this miserable food.’”

3.  The manna is called spiritual food because it was provided by God from heaven and did not come from the earth.


a.  Because manna came from heaven, it was pure, containing all of the chemical nutrients necessary to sustain life.


b.  Because manna came from heaven, it was a grace provision for which the Jews never had to work.

4.  The False Analogy.


a.  Some theologians and pastors equate manna with the bread of the Eucharist.  This is terribly wrong.


b.  The bread of the Eucharist represents the perfect, sinless humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was qualified to go to the Cross and receive our sins and their judgment.


c.  The manna is analogous to the perfect provision of logistical grace and the word of God for all believers in the Church Age.



(1)  Logistical grace is everything God must provide to keep us alive as ambassadors for Him: food, shelter, clothing, the earth, air to breath, transportation, health, etc.



(2)  The word of God is available to every Church Age believer to learn and grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior.


d.  Manna has nothing to do with the Eucharist.  It is not a foreshadowing of the Communion Bread nor a type of the Last Supper.

5.  The Eternal Reward.


a.  Rev 2:17, “...To the winner I will give him from the hidden manna,”


b.  The hidden manna is mystery doctrine of the Church Age.


c.  The winner believer receives a complete and thorough understanding of all Church Age doctrine as a part of his escrow blessings for time and eternity.


d.  It is impossible for the finite mind to understand all that God has revealed for the Church Age believer.  Therefore, God does something very special for the winner believer in PLĒROMA status.  He or she has the greatest understanding of God’s word in time, and receives a complete understanding of all of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age in eternity.
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