1 Corinthians 10:24




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective MĒDEIS, used as a substantive, meaning “nobody, no one.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that which” and the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU.  The genitive of advantage indicates the person or thing on behalf of whom or on behalf of which something is done.  It means “on behalf of himself; for himself; for oneself.”  Literally this says, “that which [is] for himself.”  Used with the verb ZĒTEW, which follows, it means to do something for one’s own advantage, or in one’s own selfish interest.”  Then we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “somewhat removed from the basic meaning of seeking is the meaning try to obtain, desire to something; strive for, aim (at), desire, wish something, be intent on someone’s will=aim to satisfy it Jn 5:30.  1 Cor 10:33;  strive for one’s own advantage.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth or maxim of Church Age doctrine.  This is also a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur among believers.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer is expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.  In the third person singular this can be translated two different ways, “Let no one strive for…” or “No one must strive for…”
“Let no one strive [desire, wish, try to obtain, be intent on] for his own selfish interest,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun “that.”  Then we have the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular adjective HETEROS, used as a substantive, and meaning “the other person, the other one.”  Again this is an idiom, meaning “that which [is] for the interest of the other person.”

“but the interest of the other person.”
1 Cor 10:24 corrected translation
“Let no one strive for his own selfish interest, but the interest of the other person.”
Explanation:
1.  “Let no one strive [desire, wish, try to obtain, be intent on] for his own selfish interest,”

a.  Phil 2:21, “For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.”

b.  1 Cor 13:5, “Virtue love does not behave dishonorably (rude or unmannerly), is not preoccupied with self, is not irritable, does not think evil.”


c.  This is a command to not get involved in selfishness.  Selfishness is a sin.  It is a form of arrogance.


d.  The command is all-inclusive; it applies to all of us regardless of our station in life.


e.  We all have interests in life.  Some of them are legitimate and some are illegitimate.  This refers to those interests that are illegitimate.



(1)  Illegitimate interests in life are those interests which benefit self.  Selfish interests.



(2)  When you say to yourself, “What’s in it for me?”, you have a selfish interest.



(3)  This does not refer to being interested in things in life like sports, reading, hobbies, etc.  Those are legitimate interests in life and having nothing to do with the meaning here.



(4)  Selfish interests are always at the expense of others.  You want something and you don’t care whom it hurts to get what you want.


f.  The word “strive” connotes actively pursuing what you want by whatever means is necessary to achieve your ends.  The end does not ever justify the means.



(1)  Striving means preoccupation with what you want; hence, preoccupation with self.



(2)  Impersonal love is completely thrown out of the picture, when we are selfish.


(3)  Thoughtfulness of others does not exist, when we are selfish.


(4)  Believers in perpetual carnality and reversionism are in a frantic search for the things they want.



(5)  We are here to strive to please the Lord, not ourselves.



(6)  We should be striving to execute God’s will and plan for our lives, not striving to get ahead of others or be better than others or get all the things we want.
2.  “but the interest of the other person.”

a.  In contrast, we are to strive for the best interest of others.


b.  To strive for the interest of others you have to care about others more than yourself.


c.  To care about others more than yourself you have to have virtue in the soul.


d.  To have virtue in the soul you have to love God.


e.  To love God you have to know God.


f.  To know God you have to be thoroughly interested in the word of God.


g.  To be thoroughly interested in the word of God is a volitional issue, which no one can force on you or make happen but you.


h.  The interest of the other person means thoughtfulness of others, kindness toward others, unconditional virtue-love toward others.


i.  Our Lord is the greatest example of being more interested in others than He was in Himself; for He died spiritually on the Cross as a substitute for all of us.


j.  We are commanded to imitate our Lord.  Striving for the interest of the other person is part of the execution of this command.


k.  If we strive after the interests of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will strive after the interest of the other person.


l.  We are judged by God according to our execution of this command.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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