1 Corinthians 10:22




- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, which means “Or” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PARAZĒLOW, which means “to provoke to jealousy, make jealous someone of someone Rom 10:19 (Dt 32:21).  Rom 11:11, 14.  It is this meaning rather than a more general one such as make angry, that we have 1 Cor 10:22, ‘Or shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? i.e., by being untrue to him and turning to demons.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that should exist throughout the Church Age and human history.


The active voice indicates that believers potentially produce this action of provoking the Lord to jealousy.


The interrogative indicative is used in questions to which an affirmative answer can be given.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord.”

“Or shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy?”

 - is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative comparative use of the masculine plural adjective ISCHUROS, which means “strong, mighty, powerful, and is used of living beings: in physical strength, or mental or spiritual power.”
  Here it does not refer to physical power, but to mental or spiritual power.  It is translated, “stronger.”  With this we have the ablative of comparison from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “than Him” and referring to God.  Finally, we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; we are.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action of being something or not being something.


The interrogative indicative mood is used in questions to which factual information can be provided as an answer.

“We are not stronger than Him, are we?  No.”
1 Cor 10:22 corrected translation
“Or shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy?  We are not stronger than Him, are we?  No.”
Explanation:
1.  “Or shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy?”

a.  This question is based on Dt 32:21, “They have made Me jealous with what is not God; They have provoked Me to anger with their idols. So I will make them jealous with those who are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.”


b.  Jealousy is a sin, and God can have nothing to do with sin.


c.  Therefore this refers to an anthropopathism.



(1)  
An anthropopathism ascribes to God a human characteristic, which God does not actually possess, but is used to reveal and explain God's policy toward mankind in terms of human frame of reference by the use of language of accommodation.



(2)  Accommodation means that human modus operandi is ascribed to God, such as human affection or human sins, so that man can understand divine policy and attitude in terms of his own frame of reference.




(a)  For example, in Ps 106:45 we are told that God changed His mind or repented, but God is immutable and cannot change His mind.  For example, 1 Sam 15:29 says, “the glory of Israel [Jesus Christ] will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind.”




(b)  In Ps 110:4 it says, “The Lord [God the Father] has made a solemn promise and will not change His mind.  You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”



(3)  In order to explain divine policy in terms of human frame of reference, human characteristics are ascribed to God to explain His policy to human beings.  An anthropopathism is a human characteristic such as: love, hate, wrath, change of mind, scorn, compassion, longsuffering, or remembering.  The Greek word ANTHRO means man; ‘pathism’ means a function of the soul with outward manifestation.  Hence, an anthropopathism ascribes a human characteristic to God, which God does not possess and which is not a divine attribute.



(4)  The purpose of the anthropopathism is to explain to us in language we can understand the divine attitude, policy, or modus operandi toward a person or persons, so that mankind can adapt to the divine policy or understand the divine policy.  We are accommodated so that we can understand divine modus operandi.  The anthropopathism is designed for human adjustment, by which a person understands God’s policy, God’s grace related to that policy, or God’s judgment related to that policy.


d.  Provoking the Lord is the function of perpetual carnality.



(1)  When we sin, God is faithful to forgive us our sins and to purify us from all wrongdoing, 1 Jn 1:9.



(2)  When we fail to recover from sin, we enter into perpetual carnality.



(3)  Perpetual carnality is rejection of the love of God.



(4)  Rejection of the love of God results in divine discipline from the justice of God.



(5)  In the New Testament divine discipline is explained (1 Cor 11:27-31) as coming in the three forms: warning, intensive, and the sin unto death (1 Jn 5:16).



(6)  The phrase “provoking the Lord to jealousy” is the Old Testament phrase explaining the same function of divine justice being administered in these three categories.



(7)  We provoke the justice of God into action, whenever we reject the love of God.



(8)  Perpetual carnality causes the impersonal love of God to function toward us in patience, endurance, forbearance, and faithfulness in divine discipline.



(9)  The love of God directs the justice of God to administer warning discipline and intensive discipline to attempt to turn the believer’s thinking back to appreciation of the love of God.


e.  Those involved in idolatry believe that the idol loves them more than God.


f.  Idolatry is the fastest means of provoking divine discipline from God.  When believers think that idols love them more than God, then this provokes immediate divine discipline from the justice of God.


g.  Provoking the Lord to jealousy as a function of divine discipline from the justice of God is explained in the following passages:

Num 25:11, “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy.”

Dt 29:20, “The Lord shall never be willing to forgive him, but rather the anger of the Lord and His jealousy will burn against that man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on him, and the Lord will blot out his name from under heaven.”

1 Kg 14:22, “Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they provoked Him to jealousy more than all that their fathers had done, with the sins which they committed.”

Ps 78:58, “For they provoked Him with their high places And aroused His jealousy with their graven images.”

Ps 79:5, “How long, O Lord? Will You be angry forever? Will Your jealousy burn like fire?”

Ezek 16:42, “So I will calm My fury against you and My jealousy will depart from you, and I will be pacified and angry no more.”

Ezek 23:25, “I will set My jealousy against you, that they may deal with you in wrath. They will remove your nose and your ears; and your survivors will fall by the sword. They will take your sons and your daughters; and your survivors will be consumed by the fire.”

Ezek 36:5-6, “Therefore thus says the Lord God, ‘Surely in the fire of My jealousy I have spoken against the rest of the nations, and against all Edom, who appropriated My land for themselves as a possession with wholehearted joy and with scorn of soul, to drive it out for a prey.  Therefore prophesy concerning the land of Israel and say to the mountains and to the hills, to the ravines and to the valleys, “Thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I have spoken in My jealousy and in My wrath because you have endured the insults of the nations.’”’”
Zeph 1:18, “Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the Lord's wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth.”

2.  “We are not stronger than Him, are we?  No.”

a.  Obviously we are not physically stronger than the Creator of the universe.


b.  But there are those who believe they are mentally and spiritually stronger than God.  Satan believes this and leads others into following his lead.


c.  Arrogance always thinks it is better, stronger, and more spiritual than others.


d.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Job 9:32, “For He is not a man as I am that I may answer Him, that we may go to court together.”



(2)  Job 40:2, “Will the faultfinder contend with the Almighty?  Let him who reproves God answer it.”



(3)  Prov 21:30, “There is no wisdom and no understanding and no counsel against the Lord.”



(4)  Isa 45:9, “Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker, an earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth!  Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’?”


d.  So the obvious answer to this question is that we are not stronger than God, either physically, mentally, or spiritually, and only those who are arrogant think they are stronger than God.


e.  No idol is ever stronger than God; for the idol is without life, without physical strength, and without thought.  Yet believers in Corinth were rejecting the love of the Living God and turning to dead idols, thinking that the weakness of the idol was stronger than the omnipotence and omniscience of the love of God.
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