1 Corinthians 10:21




- is the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present deponent middle indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—any believer is the subject producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates a person involved in this activity produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the action of the main verb.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun POTĒRION, which means “the cup” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “of the Lord.”  The cup of the Lord is a reference to the ritual of the Eucharist, which is a reminder of our unique relationship with Christ.

“You are not able to drink the cup of the Lord”

- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun POTĒRION, meaning “the cup” and the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural noun DAIMONION, which means “demons,” a reference to fallen angels.

“and the cup of demons.”

- is the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present deponent middle indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—any believer is the subject producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb METECHW, which means “to share, to share in, to participate in, or to participate with.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which is used to present the action as a fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates a person involved in this activity produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the action of the main verb.

Then we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun TRAPEZA, which means “the table” plus the descriptive or possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”

“You are not able to participate in the table of the Lord”

 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun TRAPEZA, which means “the table” plus the descriptive genitive (also called the genitive of identity) from the neuter plural noun DAIMONION, which means “of demons.”

“and the table of demons.”
1 Cor 10:21 corrected translation
“You are not able to drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons.  You are not able to participate in the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”
Explanation:
1.  “You are not able to drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons.”


a.  This is a statement of fact, not of probably or wish.


b.  No believer has the ability to serve two masters.


c.  We cannot serve God and Satan.


d.  We cannot serve God and money.


e.  We cannot serve God and ourselves.


f.  Paul is telling the Corinthian believers that they cannot go back and participate in any form of the demon ritual service in the pagan temple without becoming involved in idolatry, the worship of demons, and ruining their spiritual life.


g.  Why can’t believers continue to be involved in the pagan rituals, worship of demons, and sexual cult of the pagan temples and still be involved in worship of Christ?



(1)  Because those who do so will be doing so out of fellowship with God in a state of carnality.



(2)  Believers who do this will end up dying the sin unto death, 1 Cor 11:27-32.



(3)  Satan is the antagonist of the believer and will do anything he can to destroy that believer and get him out of his kingdom.



(4)  The believer that drinks the cup of demons is participating in idolatry and the worship of demons.  This believer is in perpetual carnality, reversionism, and degeneracy.  God will not tolerate this believer’s antagonism and rejection of God’s love without judgment and discipline from the Supreme Court of Heaven.


h.  So the believer that attempts to drink both the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons will end up being opposed by both God and Satan.

2.  “You are not able to participate in the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”

a.  All that was said above to the cup of demons applies to the table of demons as well.


b.  The cup of the Lord is analogous to the work of Christ on the Cross.  No believer is able to bear the judgment for sins in their own body.  Our Lord Jesus Christ had to do this for us.


c.  The cup of demons is analogous to the work of demons.  No believer is able to do the work of demons, because they are not angels.


d.  The table of the Lord is explained in Malachi chapter one as the altar in Jerusalem in the Temple, where sacrifices were offered to the Lord.  The book of Hebrews teaches that these sacrifices ended for all Church Age believers with the perfect sacrifice of Christ on the Cross.  Therefore, when Paul wrote this he knew that the table of the Lord could not refer to the sacrifices offered in Jerusalem, since that form of worship was dead and finished for believers.


e.  Therefore, the table of the Lord can only refer to the memorial of the communion service as the only true ritual for the Church Age believer, which has superceded the ritual worship of the Jewish unbelievers in the Temple in Jerusalem.


f.  This means that the believer cannot participate in the communion service and be involved in idolatry at the same time.  The Lord will not permit it or even tolerate it.  This is why a number of Corinthian believers were getting very sick and a number were dying, 1 Cor 11:27-30, “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.  But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly.  For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.”
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